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Curriculum Development to Promote the Ability to Live in Society—Social and Vocational Independence

through a Special Support Class at Junior High School

Tomoko FUJIL, Mai ODAHARA, Tsutomu NISHI, Ayako MUKAI
Takashi HAYASHI and Akihiko WAK AMATSU

Abstract. With the ongoing globalization in society, it is necessary to develop a new type of curriculum to prepare today’s
students for their future lives, especially their careers. The curriculum developed in this study places an emphasis on vocation
and home life, and it includes a new subject—Career Management—which deals with social life. The lessons in each unit for
this subject were evaluated using reference criteria and in terms of four career abilities. From these results, adjustments were
made to the lesson content, and the effect of the new curriculum was measured. The curriculum was found to be effective for
students, their parents, and teachers. It will be necessary in a future study to examine ways of developing the associated

learning process and assess its effects with regard to promoting competencies.

Key Words: Special support education, Career education, Curriculum development
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