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Global temperatures (1)have risen by about 0.6 degrees
Celsius since the nineteenth century. Other measures of
climate (2)support the theory that the world (3)is getting
warmer: satellite measurements (4)suggest that spring
(5)arrives about a week earlier now than in the late 1970s,

for example, and records (6)show that migratory birds (7)fly
to higher latitudes earlier in the season and (8)stay later.
According to the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) — by far the most authoritative body of
scientists working on this issue — humans (9)are probably

not responsible for all the measured warming. But the
trend (10)is undoubtedly due in large part to substantial
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There are two main (1)reasons why it has been hard for
(2)societies to tackle climate (3)change. First, carbon
(4)dioxide has a very long life span: it (5)exists for hundreds
of years in the (6)atmosphere, making this a
multigenerational (7)issue. Second, reducing carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere can be done only on a truly
(8)global basis, since emissions (9)mix throughout the
atmosphere much quicker than individual (10)processes can
limit their (11)impact. Beyond these known (12)facts, the
picture becomes (13)gloomier. For instance, nobody
(14)knows how rapidly emissions of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse (15)gases will rise in the future. That
outcome (16)depends on the pace of global (17)economic
growth and on the impact of technology on the (18)ways
society (19)generates and uses useful energy. Equally, it is
(20)impossible to determine precisely how the (21)climate
will respond as greenhouse gases (22)accumulate to
ever-higher (23)concentrations in the atmosphere. A
warmer climate might make the planet (24)greener —
which would (25)mean more carbon dioxide would be

increases in carbon dioxide emissions from human activity.
Buming fossil fuels (11)accounts for about three-quarters of
human emissions, with deforestation and changes in land
use (mainly in the tropics) accounting for the rest.
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sucked from the atmosphere.  Alternatively, climate
(26)change might impose such (27)severe stress on the
(28)biosphere that nature’s (29)processes for removing
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere would become less
(30)efficient than normal.
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Effect of Activating Metalinguistic Awareness on the Performance by Learners of English
— Preliminary Research on Syntactic Intuition —

Takeshi AKAMATSU, Etsuko SUZUKI, and Akira ONO

Abstract:

Activating metalinguistic awareness is thought to be significant in learning foreign languages. That is

especially the case in Japanese schools, where very limited quantity of English is provided for leamers.
Metalinguistic awareness includes many aspects of language, such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and
pragmatics. The present investigation focused on learners’ syntactic intuition, and two preliminary studies were
conducted. In one, junior high school students were required to choose verbs while reading an extremely difficult
text in English. In the second study, students were asked to identify the parts of speech of several words while they
read another difficult text. The results indicated that the students depended too much on the meanings of words—not
on syntactic information given in the context—when they read English passages.
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