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A Study of English Synonyms Using Corpus Data:
The Discourse Particle Absolutely and Its Synonyms
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Abstract: This paper aims to examine the meaning
and use of the discourse particle Absolutely,
particularly in comparison with its synonyms
Certainly and Definitely. The adverb absolutely
is often used without a modified syntactic head
in English oral communication. Previous studies
have indicated that Absolutely is synonymous with
Certainly and Definitely in its use as a discourse
particle. However, the synonymity of these words
has not been well documented in extant studies.
Using two corpora, WordbanksOnline and ATEM
Kansai Movie English Caption Database, this
paper elucidates the pragmatic features of these
discourse particles, focusing on factors such as
discourse situations, interlocutors’ relationship, and
collocational limitations.
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1. EU®IC

R EIE] & L C o absolutely? |22 T3 fEE
R FEFEE (Quirk et al. 1985, Biber et al. 1999, etc.)
TERRLHEIZOWTFFl LA DS 2 SN TS
B, WAEHiEE 2 tEb G LR LE%ETH
W 515 Absolutely (22w T, f%b’%@*ﬁi%
BEDENIEL Tt fthbhTZ
Mol BRTIE, 5'61?63?7LT“0)KEEE’J7§¢EBL\
EHER72ET, BLEE T XA AWV TG
¥ Absolutely & JEFERBLOFEE % BT 5,

2. EIThRZE

2 LS IEI2 BT Absolutely ASHE (54 5E & £ b
BVEGERE LTHWONAL Z LA RO B
TBY, TOHEIIOWTHIZ T CRiak LT
WAHTEEII SV, ERE o RS E (1) -
2T 5%,
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2.1. EFL/ESL &&
(1) OALD? [s.v. ABSOLUTELY]

abvso-lute-ly © /wbsaluitli/ adv. 1 Tused to
emphasize that sth is completely true: You're absolutely
right. ¢ He made it absolutely clear. 2 T absolutely no...,
absolutely nothing used to emphasize sth negative: She
did absolutely no work. ¢ There's absolutely nothing more
the doctors can do. 3 T used with adjectives or verbs that
express strong feelings or extreme qualities to mean
‘extremely”: I was absolutely furious with him. ¢ She abso-
lutely adores you. © He's an absolutely brilliant cook. 4 T/
.&bsa'lu:tli/ used to emphasize that you agree with sb, or
to give sb permission to do sth: ‘They could have told us,
couldn’t they?' ‘Absolutely!’ © ‘Can we leave a little early?'
‘Absolutely!” 5 T absolutely not used to emphasize that
you strongly disagree with sb, or to refuse permission:
‘Was it any good?' ‘No, absolutely not.’

(2) CCALDS [s.v. ABSOLUTELY]

ab|so|lute|ly ++ /zbsalu:tli/ B aov [usu apv adj/adv, oft
Apv with v] Absolutely means totally and completely.
[EmpHAsIS] 3 Jill is absolutely right. O | absolutely refuse to get
married. O There is absolutely no difference! B aov Some people
say absolutely as an emphatic way of saying yes or of
agreeing with someone. They say absolutely not as an

emphatic way of saying no or of disagreeing with someone.

[EmPHAsIS] O 'It's worrying, isn't it¥ — Absolutely.’

(3) MED2 [s.v. ABSOLUTELY]

absolutely adv k&%
1 /'mbsalu:tli/ completely: used for emphasis: Are you
absolutely certain you saw him? + The food was absolutely
Sfantastic. + They have absolutely no idea how this hap-
pened.
2 [ mbsa'lu:tli/ spoken used for showing that you agree
with what someone has just said: ‘She really is a beau-
tiful woman.' ‘Oh, absolutely.”
'PHRASE: absolutely not used for showmg that you
disagree strongly with what someone has just said, or
as a very strong way of saying ‘no’: ‘Do you think I
should forgive him?' ‘Under the circumstances, absolutely
not.’

(4) CALDA4 [s.v. ABSOLUTELY]

absolutely /ab.sa'lwtli/ adv 1 @ completely: 1
believed/trusted him absolutely. - You must be abso-
lutely silent or the birds won't appear. = We've achieved
absolutely nothing today. 2 @ used for adding force to
a strong adjective that is not usually used with ‘very’,
or to a verb expressing strong emotion: It’s absolutely
impossible to work with all this noise.  The food was
absolutely disgusting/delicious. = I absolutely loathe/
adore jazz. 3 @ used as a strong way of saying ‘yes”:

‘It was an excellent film, though.’ Absolutely!” 4 abso-

lutely not @ used as a strong way of saying ‘no’: 4re

you too tired to continue?’ Absolutely not!’

Warning: Common word-building error!

If an adjective ends with ‘te), just add ‘ly’ to make
an adverb. Don't write ‘absolutly’ or ‘absolutelly’,
write absolutely.

(5) MWALED [s.v. ABSOLUTELY]

ab-so-lute-ly /"=bsslu:tli/ adv

1 : in an absolute way: such as a : completely or totally =
He is absolutely certain who will win. * Let me make one
thing absolutely clear. » Keep absolutely quiet during the
movie. — often used to make a statement more forceful «
We had an absolutely wonderful time. * I absolutely love the
car. * His fans have gone absolutely crazy over his latest CD. =
That restaurant serves absolutely the best food I've ever eat-
en. b : with unlimited power * The king ruled absolutely.

2 — used in speech as a forceful way of saying “ves” or of
expressing agreement = “Would you like to see a movie to-
night?” “Absolutely!” » “We all need to work harder.” “Abso-
lutely!” 4 Absolutely not is used in speech as a forceful way
of saying “no” or of expressing disagreement. * “Do vou
think he's right?” “Absolutely not!”

FRECRE N2 L )12, AR O Absolutely @
EFIRIZOWTIX, (2) @ anemphatic way, (4) @
a very strong way, (5) @ a forceful way & \» 9 7
HOENIH D LOO, FERHTE L TORE
R, not P WEREZIE 2 26 RIER ORI
BEWRERBRE LTHSND L) 3 L 725l
VR ENTWBEZEDTNE, L2Leds, 2
NS OFFFILRBRICH S LB AN 2 RGE RIS
OWVWTIEE R L Ty, #&6#E Absolutely @ JH
FAZOWT, FHFRBUIANTH L T 2 8FHF
ELTLTFIC (6) %1%,

6) 71 X% 23H1 3] [s.v. ABSOLUTELY]

o [@bsalitli/ (B2, ZVLEKERTE

ab-so-lute-ly® s ciLisLis absolitely: < 7
HEROTI .l'd:hs[]]!. r—'dh‘v{)hl[(—‘ |

— B (HewezL) 1 (ERAE) allilp BB L] $ok
£, TohH, B! (EJJM right, clear, wonderful, per-
fect, impossible # L Wi B LIEEERIM 2 B 2566
T & —very EEP(2)) You're absolutely right.
Eor{ 20iliY X/ The show is absolutely amazing
[fantastic]. 20y a—-RERLTEL LWL/ I'm absolutely
sure [certain] that he will win. #HziEsR L85/
Monetary success is not absolutely necessary for
us. Bk 2T MBS S B LD T
(& —not 7 3ZE&].
b &atic] #nd, BBEELT, Z2W(E), RLIC ab-
solutely refuse to give up ELTHELDLEL
2 [l i~ R EE] (oM ELZLTO 534, KB,
okl ROTE- 2L PLECL0), £5T(4
V) (BEHEHL L) ol have absolutely no idea.
2ol hbhsily/There's absolutely nothing |wrong

W EBATERT AT B,

;\ Is thls a reflection of your taste?
ZHUIE OB TV EDM?
B: (Yes.) Absolutely. E-f<£DiliY.
X: Are you kidding me? #HREhoh-Ta0H.
Y: (No.) Absolutely not! £3H[LATHEL].
B fE-HReThol e isEomeEELs T, m
2 Yes # No #{Ebau0THETHOASZELE L. (2)
certainly LY EAT, definitely L2EEE,
3 EEA0I; seniehic. 4 CorikD MRaIL T, BT

(6) Tix (1 (5) & FfkIZ, not %5 By
&b & REETE Absolutely 2S5R Y 70 K A B b
LTHWONE Z LR LT, HEFEL LT
Certainly & Definitely 2 HL D) EIFCTEB ) —H B A
AT ENT VD, LA LGS ZONE
[Z2W T, Certainly & 1) Absolutely 525 & 1
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BENE V) I T o TB Y, Definitely & o
EWZDOWTIIIRRS T 2,

FoEEETCLOEHE L EKRIC, M
Absolutely & # @ i FH O fF 451 )‘ IZ22oWnWT
T Z LB % ST % %> 72, Leech and
Svartvik (2002) 1%, FEFEOKELIZBWTEHEE

WZHW SN L EEREIZOWT, E]?C®&ﬁ%‘
N5 %8l (Only interactive), FIZIIEETHW SN
%28 (Mainly mteractlve), XS TEEEICR
53 h < HWw b LA FEB (Also interactive) & \»
9 3212k B L, Absolutely % Also interactive |2
GEL TS, 72k (7) IIRENE LI,
FCAT7T) — IS NLHGEFO ) A b 2%
FTW205, 205 OFEMOERRHEIZOWT
AR DSE 2T 22,

(7) Leech and Svartvik (2002), p. 14.
Also interactive: absolutely, actually, anyway,
certainly, honestly, indeed, in fact, maybe,
obviously, of course, perhaps, probably, really

Fit ke RED ) A b & & B2, Leech and
Svartvik (2002) T %, (8) ICmR s N b L9
KHERHELGZERT 2@MENZEH L LT
Absolutely 2SIV H N5 Z & ZRO TV 5L, [

WS LA EEEREE L C Definitely & Exactly A%
PRESN TV 225, ZOERSLHEDENIZOWN
TIEIEREN TNy,

(8) Leech and Svartvik (2002), p. 144.
[A] A referendum will satisfy everybody.
definitely.
[B] (Yes,) { exactly.
absolutely.

EREETF Absolutely o i & Z D 3EFEFRIIZONW
T, X DFEMZRFLRA 7 ST B EITIISE &
TIEHMHE (2009) #Z8F5 2 L3 CT&E %, WHT
&, FREEHE Absolutely O HiE % 4 L, 12
NIBI 2R L CEOREEHI L Tw5, NH
WEiE, 9a) o THFOF o722 &idizx L
T AELFET], 9b) o [FEHELERZRKD

LNTHWEROZEEZET ], (9¢) O [#hEFIH
LTEATKET LI E%EA D], (9d) @ [Not
) L BAERRODLENTHIBETHI LR,
PR KGR 2I0E % 5] v ) HEETH#
GHRE Absolutely (X ffibit s L vy Z LIk b,

(9) WH (2009), pp.4-5.

a. ‘Itwas excellent.’
‘Absolutely.’

b. ‘That’s a good idea, isn’t it?’
‘(Oh yes,) Absolutely.’

¢. ‘Do you want another helping?’
‘Absolutely.’

d. ‘I’d like to borrow your pen if | may.’
‘Absolutely not! You never return anything.’

F 72 (2009) TiE, Mo L ST
2T, HEERBIIOW o bH ), FHEOH,
G & L C Definitely & Certainly Z (Y _E1FCWw
%o Definitely |22 T [Absolutely & [T 1T [F £k
WS NA | Certainly 122l [Absolutely
OFHIREN] EVIHFHEEZTVE, ZOH
IZDoWTIE, (6) TEIFFEEORE & I1FIFFH L
Thbo

RN Absolutely OBHFEFRHL L LTI 517z
Certainly & Definitely |2 B3 % A H (2009) T®
Lk x /% & Certainly i22W X, LT (10a)
& (10b) 2 HILE LTHEITFHLN TV 5, [KHH -
BhRE 09 & P ] o (10a) & [\ [FFE o (10b)
X, #1241 Absolutely ® (9¢) & (9a) @Mk

IZFECTHHA, WHIZX FBIH XS
15 @ Certainly (X Absolutely (T & 1ZE M A < 7%
WEWS) Z LI b @k & LT o Definitely
WZOWTIEEROEH & LTIER) EiFshTs
53 HBIRLELOFIRIE SN TV 2\,

(10) N (2009), p. 67.
a. “Would you sign this card, please?’
‘Certainly.’
b. ‘Dan suggested we have a surprise party for
Mom and Dad’s 30th anniversary. | think it’s a

good idea.’
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‘Certainly.’

DLEDJATIZE S, SELEHETHWON L
SHEED Absolutely IO WTIZEHETHILELED S
NTBY, FBEHETLZOHEIZOWTORAIX
HDHHOD, FREH L OHBIZOWTIE T
ERHTHONTWRWT EDMi 2 5. HFREHIC
DOWTEIL TV S LHRIZBW T, Absolutely &
Certainly @&} It (2 3> "C Absolutely @ /5 2% & 1) 5
B THDLIENRBEINLIZEETF S TVET
EDI B

K EI o & %2, N (2009) T RK G RF
Absolutely ® ¥ e KB & L TR R E N TV 3
Certainly & Definitely (2B L ¢, (1) - (6) ®
EREIIBITZ, INL2FEIIOVWTORE%E
WiRT 5. LT (15) (20) IZREN D &
9 12, Certainly & Definitely D W12 DWW T 3
Absolutely & [AlFRICHREIN 2 EH TH 5 L v il
WA ENTWED, FHEFEL OERDENC
WTERLTWAE LD,

(11) OALD9
a. [S.v. CERTAINLY]

cer-tain-ly O=wr /'sa:tnli; NAME 'sairtnlif adv.

1 ow without doubt definitely: Without treatment,
she will almost certainly die. ¢ Certainly, the early years are
crucial to a child’s development. ¢ I'm certainly never going
there again. D note at SURELY O LANGUAGE BANK at
NEVERTHELESS 20w (used in answer to questions) of
course: ‘May [ see your passport, Mr Scott?’ ‘Certainly.” ¢
‘Do you think all this money will change your life?’ ‘Certainly
not.”

b. [s.V. DEFINITELY]

def-in-ite-ly 0w mm / defmotli/ adv.

1 ow (informal) a way of emphasizing that sth is true and
that there is no doubt about it: I definitely remember send-
ing the letter. » ‘Was it what you expected?’ ‘Yes, definitely.’ ¢
‘Do you plan to have children?’ ‘Definitely not!" ¢ Some old
people want help; others most definitely do not. 20w in a
way that is certain or that shows that you are certain: The
date of the move has not been definitely decided yet (= it may
change). « Please say definitely whether you will be coming
or not.

(12) CCALDS

a. [S.V. CERTAINLY]

cer|tain|ly « /sa't’nli/ @ Aov You use certainly to
emphasize what you are saying when you are making a
statement. [EMPHASIS] O The bombs are almast certainly part of a
much bigger conspiracy. 2 Teday's inflation figure is certainly too
high. Q Certainly, pets can help children develop friendship skills.

B Apv You use certainly when you are agreeing with what
someone has said. O ‘In any case you remained friends.’ —
‘Certainly.’. O "You keep out of their way don't you? — 'l certainly do.'
Apv You say certainly not when you want to say ‘no’ ina
strong way. [EMPHASIs] O ‘Perhaps it would be better if | withdrew
altogether.” — 'Certainly not!'

b. [s.v. DEFINITELY]

defilnite/ly » /definitli/ @ Aov [apv before v] You use
definitely to emphasize that something is the case, or to
emphasize the strength of your intention or opinion.
[EmPHASIS] O I'm definitely going to get in touch with these people.
I think the earlier ones are a lot better.’ — 'Mm, definitely.’ B aov
[apv before v] If something has been definitely decided, the
decision will not be changed. 0 He told them that no venue had
yet been definitely decided.

(13) MED2

a. [S.V. CERTAINLY]

certainly /'sa:(r)t(a)nli/ adv k%

1 used for emphasizing that something is definitely
true or will definitely happen: I certainly hope you're
right. + There certainly wasn't any point in doing it now.
2 spoken used for expressing agreement or giving
permissmn ‘We'd like you to explain your proposal to us
in greater detail.’ ‘Certainily.’

[PHRASE. certainly notused for saying no or for refusing
permission in a strong clear way: ‘Barney will be so
relieved. Can I tell him?’ ‘Certainly not.”

b. [s.v. DEFINITELY]

definitely /'def(a)natli/ adv k4
1 without any doubt: Your dessert is definitely the best
one here. + That's definitely not the man I saw running
aay.
2 used for emphasizing that you mean ‘ves': ‘So we'll
see you on Sunday at 7 o'clock?’ ‘Definitely!’

(14) CALD4
a. [S.v. CERTAINLY]

certainly /'sa.tnli/ @5 /'s3:-/ adv IN NO DOUBT >
1 (® used to reply completely or to emphasize
something and show that there is no doubt about
it: She certainly had a friend called Mark, but I don't
know whether he was her boyfriend. = ‘This is rather a
difficult question.” ‘Yes, it's certainly not easy.’ = ‘Do you
think more money should be given to education?
‘Certainly!’ » ‘Had you forgotten about our anniver-
sary?’ ‘Certainly not! I've reserved a table at Michel’s
restaurant for this evening. 2 B used when agreeing
or disagreeing strongly to a request: ‘Could you lend
me £10?' ‘Certainly.’ « 'Did you take any money out of
my purse?’ ‘Certainly not!” EXTREMELY LIKELY (> 3 very
likely to happen: She will certainly win the election if
the opinion polls are accurate.

b. [S.V. DEFINITELY]

definitely /'def.i.nat.li/ adv @ without any doubt:
Have you definitely decided to go to America? - He
definitely said he'd be here. - ‘Are you going to have
children?’ ‘Oh, definitely (= without any doubt).’ = ‘Is she
not coming, then?' ‘No, definitely not.

H Common mistake: definitely
Warning: Check your spelling!

Definitely is one of the 50 words most often
spelled wrongly by learners.

(15) MWALED

a. [S.V. CERTAINLY]

cer-tain.ly /satnli/ adv
T without doubt : DEFINITELY » [t will cerrainly rain to-

morrow. * This year's festival was certainly much better than
last vear's. = Certainly [=surelv] you can do a better job than
that! = I'm certainly going to try. * The new version is most
certainly casier to use. * The snake that bit her was almost
certainly poisonous. — sometimes used for emphasis » He
didn’t get the raise he was hoping for, but he's certainly not
complaining. * | cerrainly didn’t mean to offend anvone.

2 : of course — used to answer qu.estions » “Can | speak to
you for a moment?” “Certainly.” » “Did | offend yvou?” “Oh,
certainly not.” [=no, vou did not otf; nd me at all] » “May [
join you?” “You most certainly may."



O — /XA &N L 7Rk O R ZE

b. [s.V. DEFINITELY]

def-i-nite-ly /defanitli/ adv [more ~; most ~] @ without
doubt : in a way that is certain or clear * The new model is
definitely an improvement. * The party will definitely be next
week. * The room is definitely not ready. * “Will vou come
over on Saturday?” “Definitely!” [=yes]
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3. O— /XX F# AV

AREiTIE, ’éﬁfﬁ% B B SEATHIE THESREE

B L THEPROONLNL L, BERLHE
16) [ 1+ X & 2 3ef 3] DENIDNWT i?’i DREIBD R STV
a. [s.V. CERTAINLY] Absolutely, Certainly, Definitely |2 5% 24T, a2 —

. + [sartlainli/ (B-tain- i ftlaln/)
cer-tam-ly» [—certain]

— (& (more ~; most ~) 1 a[[Fi{E] (FENyiEE
W) BN, ﬁot EEE < (undoubtedly) (H(1
T —surely (2) 3l SCE - e T
LHEME LT, (3) 3C@iT L fuﬂ%ﬂr’;“!i il MR-
FHMT, HEEvkEABehs, (4) BooElsEm
+3; —actually [EEO#TYF) (—apparently 3C&) o
He will certainly succeed. PRSP KIITETLLS
(= It is certain that he will succeed.}/ Cerlainly
there are some faults. fEflE0{ 20K HEDHS.

b [&]] £aE3E-#8 (-2 (B(1) LELE#EAE but fiiz
5. QIBFOERALY ¥ TAEREBEAS —actually
BM0ATY M) »She's certainly a hard worker, but 1
don't like to work with her. iRl L @8, —

:L';"%

oW Er gn,

clEaM] KM, £o4:< (MLHT) »Bob is almoest
certainly right. £71E3EMR 2 ELL (—perhaps
EB (3))/1 (most) certainly wasn't a good :atudtnt,
RS RERTEED - (BEEHEOHTHNES
E®).

2@ - B (36D (M- L 0EE L LT E534;
WOWTTES, RELELE (BIKETT) Tl Sure./Of
course.); [0 E R £R LTI LATHEL, BUETE
B

A: Can | take a day off today?
4 HIRATLEALLTLE 5.
B: Certainly( ). [You certainly can.]
(R G
X: Do you smoke? ¥riaiiiiiEdh.
Y: Certainly ndt. A THitl,
BEVGEORBL.

AT HWT IO EZ B L, Bk
RIHEIIZOWTEET 5,

FEDHEIZ O TIE 978 ADYLFEMLHE A & 1F
S Mz ERE T — 82 Y (RRFEEL 801 5 6 T
i) Wz, BIROSRD S 5T R & 7% B 5E
HORBEZBIETEX L7217 TR, a—I32 %
J59 % ML % 72 EAUSX R & 7% B XEHEO TR W
BECHRTLIENTELLEE)EKRTLIG
FEDOEWGHENT R TH S,

WLl SEEE O — S 2 iR L 72 #kEEREE L CH
W 5 41T\ % Absolutely, Certainly, Definitely (22
W, ARTIEANE (2009) TRRENTWSH
FEIICUTOSDICHH L 72,

A: A bottle of wine, please. 7{»% | EEHVLET. (17)
B: Certainly, sir. dPLZE0VELE,
LA 05 E 6T A - i
b. [s.v. DEFINITELY] b. f 4 - MK - ZEREEII0 LK, IS
def-i-nite-ly: ﬁ;ﬁﬁf;? IRATRR1LER c. (FICHEMROZODOEMIIKT L) i
— §l (more ~; most ~) 1 [ EI3) (EREHEMLT)
DI, F'h&(.”h( Fok, BUEC (@GP T; —ac Wi H zE
1 i')c:d;,t rs fan, fRiteALH d. gﬁ‘ip\@%
937] Zk2) - N
A: Did vou enjoy youself? Lk THh, e. ,EE%E%'D%I?H C~ﬂﬁ_é*ﬁg
B: Definitely! =74,
II IJ‘E){&‘ 2T
X: So you dcm t agree with me?
R EL ThbARLOTTA, VEERLE 0 — S AHD SR L L CHWLNRT

Y: Definitely not. 3z, iz,
B & E R,

W TIE, WH (2009) Tk EF & Absolutely
DEFEI L L TRR SN TS, definitely &
certainly Z (Y FIF, 23— 32 % HWTZOHE
% BT %o

(18) D sr¥E & Tl

WL ZErE L, SHELZON (18) THbH,
PBETIZZOSHEE a—IADF— % |2HonT
FNENOBGEFHFO LB %17 -

Absolutely (208)* Certainly (176) Definitely (82)
& - &l 24.5% (51) 8.0% (14 35.4% (29)
K - FRE O 14.4% (30) 68.2% (120) 37% (3)
%%ﬁw WX 2 HIEDRE 41.8% (87) 13.6%  (24) 47.6% (39)
RN 15.9% (33) 11.9%  (21) 10.9%  (9)
1R - % DA 34% (7) 0% (0) 24%  (2)

AL DT IR HEL
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3.1. Absolutely & Certainly O EEEx

55— Hi CRERR L 72 BATHIgE O RLIR TlE, HHED
RARREDE I DWW T Certainly X ) 3 Absolutely
DFPBENE V) HEOAKRTH- 7255, (18) 7
5%, ZNL LB Eo@ECEFGAID Z &8
T& b, Thbb, HGEHEFEE L T4 ZIRDLCIE
Jix < FHv» 5115 Absolutely (2% L C Certainly (3%
OFRICHEE W) DRRDO LMD TH 5, FFiZ
FRERRE Certainly o> i FH ASE L 724K R 2255 12
T AEGHE LTORFEIZFERL, DINICEl 25
FTEET 5,

KL LToMHIc S0 28 E6% A5 &,
Absolutely 73 & LTI T 2 D4 [H5)
Mradge & L7z 208 517 30 5] (14.4%) T 5 —7,
Certainly {% 176 {5 1 120 5] (68.2%) TH 1), 4
RO 7 HE L SRR 3 A KGE & L Cff
DINTHDLZ NG 0b, TNENIIDONTHEH
ANk %E RS & Absolutely Tix, PR (19)
R (20) OXHITKFE T R HEEREE L O S
NAHYE, FFEOIRN COMBBEENEVE W)
IR sk ro7z. LaL, Certainly T
X, 21)—=(23) DX IV AT KT IVE
DI —EAZEIIBWTHEHEDO LI 514 L
LTHLN TV ERHEANLETEINTnDL I LN
Grhro 7z 77 Absolutely |2 oW TE, B & IR
TR KB T A& E L THWSRLTW
H5b00, UV RELREIIBWTEEDEEIC
WY AIBEE LTHEA LTV AHERIIERE SN
o7,

(19) A: “Would there be any way that you would be
willing to walk his dog for him?”
B: “Absolutely.”
—As Good as It Gets, 1997

(20) A: “Frank, would you like to say grace? Unless
you're not comfortable.”
B: “Absolutely.”
—Catch Me If You Can, 2002

(21) A: “I'd like to speak to the manager. Would you

get him for me?”

B (a hotel clerk): “Certainly, sir. If you please.”
—Frantic, 1988

(22) A: “Jack Daniels . . . — You bet. And Diet Slice. —
The old Diet Slice. And a water. — Thank you,
Daphne.”

B (a flight attendant): “Certainly, sir.”
—Scent of a Woman, 1992

(23) A: “Make mine not spicy. I'm allergic to pepper.”
B (a waiter): “Certainly, sir.”
—Mrs. Doubtfire, 1993

F/- LREOBITHE SN A X H 12, Certainly X
sir - ma’am (madam) #fEoTHWHNAZ LD
%<, 8B ENT, FD XD =BT (21)
—(23) THREN L) KBS ERE I 5K
LTI TIERL, (24) R (25) W/RL7:
IO ICEMICHT A2 HEDBREE LTHHWHR
TWbZ MBI N,

(24) A: “Got a table for us?”
B: “Certainly, madam. This way, please.”
—The Big Sleep, 1946

(25) A: “Do you have a wedding list for Banks?”
B: “Certainly, sir.”
—Four Weddings and a Funeral, 1994

WL O B2 B v T ) service encounter X2
business communication (Ghadessy, 1993) T ® T
FRIHL L TEDONTEY, HFOWFERPEHIC
JGLAZENTEDL L) BHLEICHYONTWS
CEDTD B

— J7 C Absolutely A% sir 5 & ££ 9 & D12 7 T
Hotz% FNnbHix, (26) ITRLZZEDICHSE
B 72 SEG DR AT 585 E L THW LR
72bDTHY, RERLHBEDOD H ETRARIZED
CHEDFIR E W) BERE VAR

(26) A: “So as CEO of Vicksburg Firearms, you were

unaware that your product was being sold
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illegally?”
B: “Yes, sir. Absolutely, sir.”
—Runaway Jury, 2003
MEH I TOFEL O BRI 5B %

INE2ODMEEFEOMHERIZOWT, FlT
WFZe THLY _FUT S L Tu 72D 1% Absolutely o 75 A%
BRIEN &\ ) BIROIR S OMRTH o 7225, 4D
ST HRE AL FERE OB R0 E [ O BIFR & v ) B
PHOLBEBVNRHLHILEERL TS, Tbb,
service encounter %> business communication @ X 9
BEFIIBWT, FFIZER D O ORERC GG IR
I AR & L Cldfsl Certainly 254F £ % & w»
HEMA L THNLDTH S,

/NVE (1989) 12 X 4uiE, absolute(ly) 1 [ A=
FWPE=F L THER, S22 5 5 EH =
ZHTZOLOL LTHEL T L] (p.28)
ERTEEINTWE, #FEFHFE L THYONS
Absolutely |2 2D & 9 ZEHERIGEN TS L
FTIUE, JAEEEOMAEROE, FoEEERLOA
BIBARZ SIS ER SN VERENRB 2 5 2
ENTE, TR TEISO L) AN 7% %R
WAV IAGEHDR Ve EZ LT ENRNTE S,

— )7, certainly [ZDOWTIx, FD X9 ST
L7 PEIZRED 5N TB T, 5hE DFEREN
IR HERFE H A ORESE L S st
BRLTWALEEZLZEDPEFRL, DEDX )%
A #E$ 5 L, service encounter ® X 9 7 ¥y i
T Certainly 2SF FN L EHEZ LW 2 & H5T
&5,

3.2. Absolutely & Definitely O Lk

Absolutely & Definitely D\ T, #ahfre LT
DEFBEDBE N ETETON L, LT (27)
TREIND L )T, BEEZEEE T — /N A ZHED W
Wikt 5 Tld, Absolutely Tl iR EREIZ b & 72
R0 50 % LLEAEHETFEE LTHWO LD
xf L, Definitely ®F%GEETF & L COMHIL 15 % 12
HBEoTWVd, TNETNOMEHAERTH, HmiE
(72 82 33 & L Cid Absolutely @ /525 & ) —fik
RICHWONL Z DMz 5,

(27) st & RIF o A

KB Gl
Absolutely (903) 51.7% (467) | 48.3% (436)
Definitely (533) 15.4% (82) 84.6% (451)
SR O EeT- 13 2L

L Lahs, HHEOEISHLZ DO,
FH 3122w T, Absolutely & Definitely @ #% 5%
L OEEBOENEZRFET ZDIEHEDOGEN S
EWEETH B, (18) TRLAGEIIOWTD,
Absolutely & Definitely (231 b 725504 27k L
THY, ik Certainly (2R SN2 X9 2 iHE
EEEIREBISR SN a7 KiEE LTHO LR
% Definitely O #5254 20 v v ) 1 B %
boo, Kinl LTOREIIE—HIZTIH L 72§
& (15) THROLNTBY, FLUT (28) 2
AT EHIKHEE LTI TS T—% 1
I—/NATHBE NI,

(28) A: “OK. Get them to call me back on my cell
when they wake up.”
B: “Definitely.”

—24.\ol. 9, 2001
ZIT, YO KRBT - INATH 5
WordbanksOnline (553,171,489 tokens) % i\,
s (FEEE) EIF & L CTHWw 55 absolutely &
definitely = LN O FiE S HiFE (premodifier) (2
HEHLZ, E550HGEICOETESLR L LT
Hh/zmost |IZFEHT A&, (29) [ZREN5B L)
|2, definitely & most & o HFERI 4% 13 = > logDice
fii " (5.84) %7x9—JC, absolutely & DEfRIE
JEFITENE (0.07) THAHZ ENEILES L,
oz ki, WMERFELT BEEErzEELE
fiFEIC X B ER ORI A BE % definitely ® & Bt
ek % F5 72 9 E R R O 4 % 789 absolutely
(Huddleston and Pullum, 2002: 721) @3\ % [l

LTW2bDEFR 5,
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(29) WordbanksOnline Word Sketch #5158 o # 5
a. absolutely b. definitely
Rk | logDice fif Fiti%c | logDice i
adverb premodifier 884 1.10 adverb premodifier 1155 1.50
yeah 32 5.75 yeah 53 6.45
yes 9 4.28 most 492 5.84
otherwise 6 2.63 very 211 3.05
no 21 1.77 quite 51 3.01
just 126 1.67 almost 37 2.50
all 32 1.12 no 14 1.18
SO 70 1.11 more 28 0.55
right 8 0.92 now 34 0.23
not 210 0.76
yet 8 0.28
most 9 0.07
s<premodifire DA O i,
EEMRICERL, #EFELTO T (30) IZRL72EHICABIOMHIEES
Absolutely & Definitely (=2 T most % £ 9 FH i 7273, Absolutely |22 Tlid most % £ 5 14

FHFE L7z T OER, Definitely (22w TIZLL

(30) most £

usnews,NU6--030102
oznews,NA2--041107
usnews,NUA--030827
usbooks,BU--F022063
oznews,NA3--041113
usbooks,BU--F012065
usbooks,BU--F012062
usbooks,BU--F012070
usnews,NUB--050112
usbooks,BU-jM912422
times,NB1--020301
oznews,NA1--041224
brbooks,BB-iF86-137
indnews,N13--021202
usnews,NU4--030331
usnews,NU1--020719
usbooks,BU-FmM941461
usbooks,BU-cF012522
times,NB1--041023
times,NB1--011230
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iRan e Definitely ORRZRB] (—EHRe)

more athletic than most he had faced, Mills said:
Philippoussis, the tennis ace who broke her heart. ™
track to make a putout on Adrian Beltre look easy. "

. "You don't think they are, do you?" she asked. "

of negative attitudes to John Howard from A to B.
joked. "So, does this mean our band is still on?" "
said Juliet." So, is there a family resemblance?” "
work out." "And you love him?" said the therapist.”
mean far more than any of his personal accolades. "
eyes and blinked at him." Was | asleep?" she asked. "
Definitely," he said. A definitive definitely this time? "
answered the question definitively. Non, monsieur.
<p/> Adeline smiled her satisfaction. *And so do I.

end. The topic:'An Autocrat Makes The Best CEO . "
reaping what you sow? A. | definitely believe in karma.
anthem at a Seahawks game. Does she have the pipes?
sensitivity to the world. Has this been your experience?
accident? | think not. The meeting in the warehouse?
good fun. More Moulin Rouge than Spearmint Rhino?
of winning the League from the position they're in.

lﬂéﬂ&ﬁxofto

Most definitely.
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely.
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely,
Most definitely.
Most definitely,
Most definitely.
Most definitely.
Most definitely.
Most definitely.
Most definitely.
Most definitely.

They have very tall linebackers with great speed.

" she said from London. “"It's my song. | think songs
you've got to be fearless [s a center fielder],"

" said Kate, looking at Annie. "I bet they've even
Collective mind-set? Just consider these quotes from

" Jane said. "Are you kidding? With all of this new

" Annie answered. "You look a lot like Mom. "There

" Kate replied firmly. "He's everything I could possibly
" he says." Those other things are nice, but you know
" he whispered. He grinned, then brought it down a

" he insisted. <p/> Jackson goes into the heats today
non. Courier Mail 1 - First with the news Brisbane
The clear solution is that he should always go with
"argued IIM-Bangalore. "Autocracy of ideas is essen
If you forget that, you will be humbled. Q. It's

The modern Ellen used to play bass and sing with

You know, you're always the outsider looking in,

But then, none of this would have happened if you
Burlesque tries to disassociate itself from striptease

" <p/> Bobby Robson, the Newcastle manager, was dis

¥ CQL i\ [word="Most"] [word="definitely"] [word="\.]\,|\!"]

Z?Z k1%, Absolutely & Definitely 355 #: &

Lfﬂﬂb‘%ﬂé A

FI2bh, MEREE LT

DEREHEZ XL TWA I Ea2RIET 5D

@T“%Zg LERD. COREWERD L,

RO

BEICBWTH LEEDNEE 78T % Definitely

LY 5L,

i 15 % 73 Absolutely @ 525X b

BMENREBTHL L) RENTE 2, ERO

HEHIC BT,

N DR % R 72

NHEZOD
DEVDGFELF LM EFORTIE-E D &

REREEO EIR DR S
R A
LTWAMRE)NE WS HIZ

EHL,

B0
el

OWTUTFER ORI Z TR T DS, D7 (&b kahR
D& LT, Absolutely 1Z most & I % 7538
L Z2vy—4T, Definitely 1Z2w>Tid most = £ -
RN THDLE V) EVERT I ENTE
720 #EEEE & L T o Absolutely & Definitely (2
W, BATRIE TSI TR R L2k ) 1c T
DEWIZOWTHR SN TV R ro 728y, KfET
X, TNTHOHFEOREEG & L COMHEBIZ
ﬁu%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ%@i@ﬁ%%%%c: hE
TOICHR TR S T2 %> - 72 Absolutely &
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Definitely O 3556 & L COHELOEVE R L
726

4. 8DV IC

AFTIE, FELEHEICBVCHEERE LT
M % Absolutely | Z7F H L, WL dEgE T — XA K
UF WordbanksOnline % F > C#HFRFE T 5 kil fF
Certainly & Definitely & & &k - F O #E W 2
B % YT /M 2 4T - 72, Certainly 225w T,
[l R FEMEENDORE 2 ETHIRL S HwHR
% Absolutely |25 L, KA EFE 03 5 AKG T
RSN LIS Y, FF#IZ service encounter X°
business communication Thf F i1 T B EKH & L T
Hwosis Z k%R L7z, Definitely ([2DWTlid,
RG] & L CoREICER L, L OBR
AMGE L7z AR S L THW SN EEIZ 0TI
EAEAGRE 12 & % 5 2 258 L 7% > Absolutely (2 x)
L, Definitely |22 Tld most |12 X % @R £ BLAS
WRETHDLI EERLT

SN

x

* RWFFEO—E0E, FR7EE R e with 4 (3
e (C) [a— SAZ WA LGS /=4 -
SRR ] 123D A DTH B,

1) A oELE LT, #Haiffr 96 1L
% R LT Absolutely, Certainly, Definitely &
L, MERFHE L TOBERRPHEIIELT 256
12 1% absolutely, certainly, definitely & L 7z,

2) KCTHI L7z SCHk & 139012 3635 Absolutely %
Y FF725%47iF7e & L C Tao (2007) (225w T
ST LHULENRH L, Tao (2007) (&, Emergent
Grammar (Hopper, 1998) 2 3 < w» T #% &% #
Absolutely @ 53 #F % st A 7 WF2e T 0, ik Lo
R HEIC O W TR 2R R EN T D
LRTER BV F72, HFREEIIOWTR, FREE
RFFHE ISR S T BB HTEE % 1 9 R F
DFEFERE L, BRI L L THW 515 Absolutely
DHFGFE T AN Lk RDIZLEE5THEY,
DO EEITEIZ D\ T o % Absolutely & o 7%

SRR DB VEEIZ OV TORITIE 2 ST,
ARAG R Absolutely & £ DFHFERE & DFIR - HED®E
WIZHEBR AN TARHEZFEEPER LD, K
LR TOFIHIEEER 72,

3) IER&HRE, TATEM BITY BLE JEFEFH T — & < —
A (ATEM Kansai Movie English Caption Database)
(Ver.3.0) lo 978 KDOWLE 7 — & 72» H I, WL§HkEH
% 801 J5 6 Tk

4) (18) DOHFIZ > W T, Certainly & Definitely |2 B4
LT, e LTHvwonhTrE&EToT—%
%438 L 72 Absolutely (2D WCIZEEEREE L CH
WHNT WD 476 Birh,  MEAE % 12 208 ] & il L
THHE L7z,

5) WL PEFE T — S AR h S LB AR L7z,

6) Certainly [2DWCid, #FERFE L COMIHL 24 %
(176 1), ElIFA & L COMHA 76 % (552 Bll) TdH -
720

7) auly—a OB ERYIERE LT 2006 49
H#26 Ml A 27 (mutual information score) (4%
b1 logDice # i L CWw525, ZHUEMI A7
TR G D HLEE O BHEE DM 6 128 W il A
1 % scale-dependency # [n]:## 3~ % 72 %, logDice (2
DWW, FL {1 Rychly (2008) %%,

8) definitely ® Be P 12 o\ T L, & 2 H kA
CHEMEIDOMEEMEE V) HTHRBINT
W %, Jacobson (1978) Tk, definitely o ff 52 4
1%, necessarily %> inevitably X 1) 3 f <, likely %
probably & ) b EWVWELTED, TORIZBNT
b definitely 23 FE DRI 2R S 2\ 2 & A5
%o

9) /VH (1989: 30) T, absolutely | bally % ff A L C,
absoballylutely & \» 9 JE T & HIZEED R E NS
CEDNBHDLELTWED, DL 7% absolutely
fHERNE—H#kAY £ 135 237, WordbanksOnline T &
HE N olz. KT, absolutely 132 o HEE
ELTEEMEZ R TERREOR P 2R & w
I Y Tk D72,

& Xk

Biber, D., S. Johansson, G. Leech, S. Conrad and E. Finegan
(1999) Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written



34 1 N A

English. Harlow: Longman.

Deuter, M., J. Bradbery and J. Trunbull (eds.) (2015) Oxford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English.
Ninth Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
[OALDY]

Ghadessy, M. (ed.) (1993) Register Analysis: Theory and
Practice. London: Pinter Publishers.

Hopper, P. (1998) “Emergent Grammar,” in M. Tomasello
(ed.), The New Psychology of Language: Cognitive and
Functional Approaches to Language Structure, 155-75.
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Huddleston, R. and G. K. Pullum. (2002) The Cambridge
Grammar of the English Language. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press

I bk - JREF—HE () (2003) [ 1 X & 2 SR
3L = [V XY LY 3]

Jacobson, S. (1978) On the Use, Meaning, and Syntax of
English Preverbal Adverbs. Stockholm, Almgvist &
Wiksell.

APERE (F) (1989) [HFHEILATLAF - ElFH].
ffFZEAt H b

Leech, G. and J. Svartvik (2002) A Communicative
Grammar of English. Third Edition. Harlow: Pearson
Education Limited.

Perrault, S. J. (ed.) (2008) Merriam-Webster’s Advanced
Learner’s English Dictionary. Spring field, MA:
Merriam-Webster, Incorporated. [MWALED]

Quirk, R., S. Greenbaum, G. Leech and J. Svartvik (1985)
A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language.
Harlow: Longman.

Rundell, M. (ed.) (2007) Macmillan English Dictionary for
Advanced Learners. Second Edition. Oxford: Macmillan
Education. [MED2]

Rychly, P. (2008) “A Lexicographer-Friendly Association
Score,” in Sojka, P. and A. Horak (eds.), Proceedings
of Recent Advances in Slavonic Natural Language
Processing. RASLAN, 6-9. Masaryk University, Brno.

Sinclair, J. (founding ed.) (2014) Collins Cobuild Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary. Eighth Edition. Glasgow:
HarperCollins Publishers. [CCALDS]

Tao, H. (2007) “A Corpus-Based Investigation of Absolutely

I B ok

and Related Phenomena in Spoken American English,”
Journal of English Linguistics, 35 (1), 5-29. London:
Sage Publications.

WHIEE T (f§) (2009) [FEFEFAFEFBIGRM]. =4

5| FA{Em @ BE

Brest, M. (Director) and Goldman, B. (Screenplay). (1992)
Scent of a Woman [Motion Picture]. United States:
Universal Pictures

Brooks, J. L. (Director) and Andrus, M. (Writer). (1997) As
Good as it Gets [Motion picture]. United States: TriStar
Pictures.

Columbus, C. (Director) and Singer, R. M. (Screenplay).
(1993) Mrs. Doubtfire [Motion picture]. United States:
Twenty Century Fox Film Corporation.

Fleder, G. (Director) and Koppelman, B. (Screenplay).
(2003) Runaway Jury [Motion picture]. United States:
Regency Enterprises.

Hawks, H. (Director) and Faulkner, W. (Screenplay). (1946)
The Big Sleep [Motion picture]. United States: Warner
Bros. Pictures.

Hopkins, S. (Director) and Cochran, R. (Screenplay). (2001)
24 \ol. 9 [TV series]. United States: Twenty Century
Fox Film Corporation.

Newell, M. (Director) and Curtis, R. (Writer). (1994) Four
Weddings and a Funeral [Motion picture]. United
Kingdom: PlyGram Filmed Entertainment.

Polanski, R. (Director) and Brach, G. (Writer). (1988)
Frantic [Motion picture]. United States: Warner Bros.
Pictures.

Spielberg, S. (Director) and Nathanson, J. (Screenplay).
(2002) Catch Me if You Can [Motion picture]. United

States: DreamWorks Pictures.

d—/xX

ATEM BATY WUl 3EEE 47 — & X — 2 (ATEM Kansai
Movie English Caption Database) (Ver.3.0) ATEM 7 —
yR—AFHBE.

WordbanksOnline. (553,171,489 tokens). Glasgow:

HarperCollins Publishers.



