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Critical Reading in Japanese Language Learning
— The application of theory formulated by C. Wallace —

Tetsuya Sawaguchi

Abstract: A series of studies on “critical” reading have been carried out in the field of
Japanese language education. However, general methods of critical reading for use in high
school Japanese language classes have not yet been established, which as a result has failed
to develop a sense of language in learners which may inspire them to demand social changes.
In this research, I propose a new critical reading approach which fosters skills and an attitude
of actively interpreting social texts in learners. I discuss its potential, applying the Critical
Reading theory formulated by Catherine Wallace, professor of pedagogy in the UK. Wallace’s
Critical Reading aims at encouraging the growth of independent readers who are expected to
reform society by being aware of the authority which lies within language. Her method draws
on theories such as Paulo Freire’s Critical Pedagogy, Norman Faireclough's Critical Language
Awareness, and Michael Halliday's Systemic Functional Theory. As well as an overview of
these theories, in this paper, I examine individually the Goal of Critical Reading, Text Selection
and Learning Process defined in Wallace’s theory in order to find a way of applying it to
Japanese language education.
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(E# A)

‘ Part 2 The passage is about an explorer of the 16th cea-

passage and answer these questions: ¢ Wharwas
the ackievement of Magellan? b Whar wes the
ackievement of the men who returned to Spatn?

Expressing past time  tury. This map shows where he went. Read the |

Early in the 16th cemury men were trying 1o
reach Asia by travelling west from Europe. In
order to find Asis they had o find a way past
South America. The man who eventually found |
the way from the Atlantic Ocean 1o the Pacific was |
Ferdinand Magellan. |
Magellan sailed from Seville in Augnst 1519
with five ships and about 280 men. Fourteen
months later, after spending the severe winter on
the coast of Patagona, be discovered the channel
| which i now called Magellan's Straits, In Novem
ber 1520, after many months of dangers from
rocks and storms, the three remaining ships
entered the ocean on the other side of South
America.
They then continued, hoping 1o resch Asia
But Ih:\' did not see any land until they reached the
islands off the coast of Asia. Before they armived at ‘

these islands, later known as the Philippines, men

were dying of starvation. While they were staying

i dagellan was killed in battle.

ers then had to get back o

Spain. They 1o sail round Africa, Afier

| many difficulties, one ship with eightecn men

sailed into Seville three years after leaving. They

were all that remained of Magellan's expedition

However, their schievement was great, They were |
the first men 1o sail cound the world. ‘

(Reading and Thinking in English 1979:33)
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(Wallace, 1992b, p70)

F72, Wallace lZ [FZ7 A bDA FFTF—I1ZoW0n
TORBELDPODL] 72012, Kress D7 L—L4L7 —
7 B, ROHADDOEBZREL T b,

DO (ZHOREY ZIZDOWT) LEELNZOD,
@ (ZOPEYZIZo0T) ED LI IEPNLDY
@ (ZOPEY ZIZOWT) LD L) RfioFH & s

H 5D
@R LTENTW D
® ¥y 7 i3 (Wallace, 1992b, p70)

2?9 b Wallace IZ@ODOEM%E [Z D% Bk

TR

BVRAATHWAGAELTOEE] THaEL, HED
TIAMND—HTHDEN)HRNLDEBIML 72
ELTwWh, 72, Py 2 2EZHEMZEML
DR [TV Yy 2 2E252 8330 0OEME R,
BRICWwZRohs2h ] LZ20EBEBRXTNDS
(Wallace, 1992b, p.70) o
INSOFEGEL, EEERORD X 9 A OfE
CHEHTAZEDTRETHS I,

OF 7 A N OEBHRHAPOHIIL, 727 R oW
BB ORME, RSN BRI E
B ARRY 7 B DR,

@F 7 A MR L LTEHEDLHADDHAL, FH
BIZEoTT 7 AOEREABL, 727 A P&
25 LT B 2 B A D,

@FT 7 A LONEDHEHZ DHAPOHIL, KBl
g (Lh) v o2iy) oEs Sz Tu 5
1 7 i dx D IR E,

4.5 C. Wallace O Critical Reading D& =IEH
Z ZCi¥ Wallace @ Critical Reading ¥ in% X 2 5%

ERAmEt s,

K&EL AT BHE, —2i& Y F— (Michael
Halliday) 12 & 2 BIRAERERELHR, 72T 70—
(Norman Faireclough) @ [E3#k& 787 —] (Language
and Power, 1989) Zix U & 55 CDA, 7/, €2
P OIBMICETNZ CLA TH D, b)) —oUF,
KNOHA N EFR 2 F OB S HIE D S OfFIK
#H¥ L7714 L (Paulo Freire), ¥ )V— (Henry
Groux) 5 ORI EEH 2 (Critical Pedagogy) TH %,

Wallace (2003) 1 Critical Reading % %t = (2 J& B
THBROERIIIRD 3RPH B LTV 5,

B LOBREREICBVTIE, XEEEE
UCTHEM, BURMHEZ B LEzH 5,
=T 4 7, BANT, TIAR=1%D
DTH 5B ERFFICAN, HEMITAETLD %,
CXEBERUEERHO I EIIASHAES LML T
W, ZROIFHIZBMROM SRR 2 Kk LT
WBH TR, ZTOMEL RS, (Wallace,

2003, p.5)

o5, Wallace @ Critical Reading 123811 %
A, HedT 7 A bORBWLRIFERLHGEZ L
EOWY P Z HIETOTIE AL, HETmERL
2HDTHAEIENbNA,,

WIZ7 LA L& Wallace & DD %) TV TN
5o
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7 LA L (Paulo Freire) OEEHEIE, 77V
DOE SN AL ICHRTHERIT) L oi@EE L
Tl E 5720 ZORPEE IMAHNES S 27200
bOTIERL, EHFOEN»L LT HERSEL LN
ISLDTHo7ze SHEOTILH M2 HAME
PO ANEZEZ [AREL] 5622 HEELTW2DTH
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