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Occurrence and growth of the Japanese giant box jellyfish Morbakka virulenta
(Kishinouye, 1910) in the Seto Inland Sea, western Japan

Shoma OKADA', Yusuke KONDO', Takeshi HIRABAYASHI', Shuichiro HASHIMOTO',
Sho TOSHINO’, Hiroshi MIYAKE’, Aya ADACHI’, Makoto URATA' and Susumu OHTSUKA'
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Abstract: The Japanese giant box jellyfish Morbakka virulenta (Kishinouye, 1910) occurred in early fall to early winter

in the western and central parts of the Seto Inland Sea, western Japan. We obtained young medusae to fully mature
individuals (8.5~22.2 cm in bell height) in the fields. A relationship between the bell height (x cm) and wet weight (y g)

were indicated as the following regression: y = 0.166x>**"*. Sex ratio (female: male) of mature individuals examined (n=

57) was 1:1.5, and not statistically significant.
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Fig. 1 Sampling sites for Morbakka virulenta in the Seto

Inland Sea, Japan.
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Fig. 2 Total number (bar) of individuals of Morbakka virulenta collected from Ondo Port and
monthly changes in water temperature and salinity off Takehara Port.
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Fig. 3 Relationship between bell height and wet weight of individuals of Morbakka virulenta.

n: number of individuals examined.
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Fig. 4 Monthly change in bell height of Morbakka virulenta;

+: bell height of one individual;

n: number of individuals examined.
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