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Enhancing Understanding of Language by Teaching Grammar Using Inferential Questions
Takeshi MATSUMURA, Takeshi AKAMATSU, and Akira ONO

Abstract. This study aimed to examine whether the use of inferential questions offers the possibility of enhancing students’ understanding of nuances in the
study of English as a foreign language. The object of the exercise was for students to grasp the situation contained in a dialogue through the use of inferential
questions. We found that the students in one class, who used only fact-finding questions, were unable to understand meanings and nuances in English;
however, students in another class were able to understand the meaning of the dialogue through both fact-finding and inferential questions. This kind of
approach to reading comprehension offers various possibilities at the stage of intake for students.

Key words: Inferential questions, Fnglish nuances, Fact-finding questions, Intake

100



