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The effects of a high school student discussion about corporal
punishment on young children
Koji ETCHU'

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to examine whether exchanging opinions in a high
school classroom setting affected the participants’ beliefs regarding corporal punishment. The
students’ opinions regarding the idea that “young children should never be physically punished
under any circumstances” were explored before and after the discussion. A text mining analysis
was conducted to scrutinize the reasons behind the students’ opinions. It was found that there was
significant change in the percentage of students who were for and against corporal punishment
due to the discussion. After exchanging their opinions, the high school students tended to change
their viewpoint and support corporal punishment. They stated that such action could not be
avoided in some circumstances. This is justified by their conclusion that words alone could never

tell young children others’ pain.
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