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The factorial structure of the dissociative experiences Scale: On sub-functions of dissociation.
Ikeda Tatsuya, Okamoto Yuko, Takano Yasuyo, & Morita Shuhei

This article focuses on the factorial structure of the dissociative experience scale to elucidate
the sub-functions of dissociation. An initial investigation was undertaken with 269
undergraduate students (130 male, 139 female) to illustrate the factorial structure of the
dissociative experience scale. Our exploratory factor analysis data indicate that the dissociative
experience scale has a two-factorial structure. A subsequent investigation with 232
undergraduate students (48 male, 184 female) confirmed this structure. The analysis data from
the second investigation indicate that the factorial structure provides cross-validation. The two
investigations suggest that dissociation has two sub-functions, “detachment” and
“compartmentalization.” Furthermore, these two sub-functions may have different functions
and/or purposes. Accordingly, more research is necessary to clarify which sub-functions are

efficacious in what kind of experiences.
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