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The process itself is the constitution of actual en-
tity; in Locke’s phrase, it is the 'real internal con-
stitution’ of the actual entity. In the older phrase-
ology employed by Descartes, the process is what
the actual entity is in tiself, *formaliter.” The terms
*formal’ and ’formally’ are here used in this sense.
[A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality, Corrected
Edition, 1978, p.219.]
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The possibility of finite truths depends on the fact
that the satisfaction of an actual entity is divisi-
ble into a variety of determinate operations. The
operations are ’prehensions.’” But the negative pre-
hensions which comsist of exclusions from contri-
bution to the concrescence can be treated in their
subordination to the positive prehensions. These
positive prehensions are termed ’feelings.” The
process of concrescence is divisible into an initial
stage of many feelings, and a succession of subse-
quent phases of more complex feelings integrating
the earlier simpler feelings, up to the satisfaction
which is one complex unity of feeling. This is the
’genetic’ analysis of the satisfaction. Its ’coordi-
nate’ analysis will be given later, in Part IV. Thus
a component feeling in the satisfaction is to be as-
signed, for its origination, to an earlier phase of
the concrescence. [A.N.Whitehead, Process and
Reality, Corrected Edition, 1978, pp.220-221.]
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This is the general description of the devisible
character of the satisfaction, from the genetic
standpoint. The extensiveness which underlies
the spatio-temporal relations of the universe is an-
other outcome of this divisible character. Also
the abstraction from its own full formal consti-
tution involved in objectifications of one actual
entity in the constitutions of other actual entities
equally depends upon this same divisible charac-
ter, whereby the actual entity is conveyed in the
particularity of some one of its feelings. A feeling
- i.e., a positive prehension - is essentially a transi-
tion effecting a concrescence. Its complex consti-
tution is analysable into five factors which express
what that transition consists of, and effects. The
factors are: (i) the ’subject’ which feels, (ii) the
’initial data’ which are to be felt, (iii) the ’elimi-
nation’ in virtue of negative prehensions, (iv) the
’objective datum’ which is felt, (v) the *subjective
form’ which is how that subje! ct feels that objec-
tive datum. [A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality,

Corrected Edition, 1978, p.221.]
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A feeling is in all respects determionate, with a
determinate subject, determinate initial data, de-
terminate negative prehensions, a determinate ob-
jective datum, and a determinate subjective form.
There is a transition from the initial data to the
objective datum effected by the elimination. The
initial data constitute a "multiplicity,’ or merely
one 'proper’ entity, while the objective datum is a
’nexus,” a proposition, or a ’proper’ entity of some
categoreal type. There is a concrescence of the
initial data into the objective datum, made possi-
ble by the elimination, and effected by the subject-
give form. The objective datum is the perspective
of the initjal data. The subjective form receives
its determination from the negative prehensions,
the objective datum, and the conceptual origina-
tion of the subject. The negative prehensions are
determined by the categoreal conditions govern-
ing feelings, by the subjective form, and by the
initial data. This mutual determination of the ! el-
ements involved in a feeling is one expression of
the truth that the subject of the feeling is causa
sui. The partial nature of a feeling, other than the
complete satisfaction, is manifest by the impossi-
bility of understanding its generation without re-
course to the whole subject. There is a mutual
sensitivity of feelings in one subject, governed by
categoreal conditions. This mutual sensitivity ex-
presses the notion of final causation in the guise of
a pre-established harmony. [A.N.Whitehead, Pro-
cess and Reality, Corrected Edition, 1978, p.221.]
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A feeling cannot be abstracted from the actual en-
tity entertaining it. This actual entity is termed the
’subject’ of the feeling. It is in virtue of its subject
that the feeling is one thing. If we abstract the sub-
ject from the feeling we are left with many things.
Thus a feeling is a particular in the same sense in
which each actual entity is a particular. It is one
aspect of its own subject. [A.N.Whitehead, Pro-
cess and Reality, Corrected Edition, 1978, p.221.]
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According to the ontological principle there is
nothing which floats into the world from nowhere.
Everything in the actual world is referable to some
actual entity. It is either transmitted from an ac-
tual entity in the past, or belongs to the subjec-
tive aim of the actual entity to whose concrescence
it belongs. This subjective aim is both an exam-
ple and a limitation of the ontological principle.
It is an example, in that the principle is here ap-
plied to the immediacy of concrescent fact. The
subject completes itself during the process of con-
crescence by a self-criticism of its own incomplete
phases. In another sense the subjective aim lim-
its the ontological principle by ita own autonomy.
But. the initial stagé of its aim is an endowment
which the subject inherits from the inevitable or-
dering of things, conceptually realized in the na-
ture of God. The immeditacy of the concrescent
subject is constituted by its living aim at its own
self-constitution. Thus the initial stage of th! e
aim is rooted in the nature of God, and its comple-
tion depends on the self-causation of the subject-
superject. [A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality,
Corrected Edition, 1978, p.244.]
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This function of God is analogous to the remorse-
less working of things in Greek and in Buddhist
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thought. The initial aim is the best for that im-
passe. But if the best be bad, then the ruthlessness
of God can be personified as Ate the goddes of
mischief. The chaff is burnt. What is inexorable
in God, is valuation as an aim towards ’order’;
and ’order’ means ’society permissive of actuali-
ties with patterned intensity of feeling arising from
adjusted contrasts.’ In this sense God is the prin-
ciple of concretion; namel, he is that actual entity
from which each temporal concrescence receives
that initial aim from which its self-causation starts.
That aim determines tha initial gradations of rel-
evance of eternal objects for conceptual feeling;
and constitutes the autonomous subject in its pri-
mary phase of feelings with its initial conceptual
valuations, and with its initial physical purposes.
Thus the transition of the creativity from an actual
world to the correlate novel co! ncrescence is con-
ditioned by the relevance of God’s all-embracing
conceptual valuations to the particular possibili-
ties of transmission from the actual world, and
by its relevance to the various possibilities of ini-
tial subjective from available for the initial feel-
ings. In this way there is constituted the concres-
cent subject in its primary phase with its dipo-
lar constitution, physical and mental, indissoluble.
[A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality, Corrected
Edition, 1978, p.244.]
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If we prefer the phraseology, we can say that God
and the actual world jointly constitute the char-
acter of the creativity for the initial phase of the
novel concrescence. The subject, thus constituted,
is the autonomous master of its own concrescence
into subject-superject. It passes from a subjective
aim in concrescence into a superject with objective
immortality. At any stage it is subject-superject.
According to this explanation, self-determination
is always imaginative in its origin. The determin-
istic efficient causation is the inflow of the actual
world in its own proper character of its own feel-
ings, with their own intensive strength, felt and
re-enacted by the novel concrescent subject. But
this re-enaction has a mere character of confor-

mation to pattern. The subjective valuation is the
work of novel conceptual feeling; and in propor-
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tion to its importance, acquired in complex pro-
cesses if integration and reintegration, this au-
tonomous conceptual element modifies the ! sub-
jective forms throughout the whole range of feel-
ing in that concrescence and thereby guides the in-
tegrations. [A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality,
Corrected Edition, 1978, p.245.]
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He is the lure for feeling, the eternal urge of desire.
His particular relevance to each creative act, as it
arises from its own conditioned stand-point in the
world, constitutes him the initial *object of desire’
establishing the initial phase of each subjective
aim. A quotation from Aristotle’s Metaphysics ex-
presses some analogies to, and some differences
from, this line of thought: [A.N.Whitehead, Pro-
cess and Reality, Corrected Edition, 1978, p.344.]
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And sincethat which moves and is moved is inter-
mediate, there is something which moves without
being moved, being eternal, substance, and actu-
ality. And the object of desire and the object of
thought move in this way; they move without be-
ing moved. The primary objects of desire and of
thought are the same. For the apparent good is
the object of appetite, and the real good is the pri-
mary object of rational wish. But desire is conse-
quent on opinion rather than opinion on desire; for
the thinking is the starting-point. And thought is
moved by the object of thought, and one of the
two columns of opposites is in itself the object
of thought; [Aristotle, Metaphysics, 1072a23-32,
trans. by Professor W.D.Ross.]
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Aristotle had not made the distinction between
conceptual feelings and the intellectual feelings
which alone involve consciousness. But if ’con-
ceptual feeling,” with its subjective form of valu-
ation, be substituted for "thought,” ’thinking,” and
’opinion,’ in the above quotation, the agreement is
exact. [A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality, Cor-
rected Edition, 1978, p.344.]
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Each actual entity is conceived as an act of experi-
ence arising out of data. It is a process of ’feeling’
the many data, so as to absorb them into the unity
of on individual ’satisfaction.” Here ’feeling’ is the
term used for the basic generic operation of pass-
ing from the objectivity of the data to the subjec-
tivity of the actual entity in question. Feelings are
variously specialized operations, effecting a tran-
sition into subjectivity. They replace the ’neutral
stuff’ of certain realistic philosophers. An actual
entity is a process, and is not describable in terms
of the morphology of a ’stuff.” This use fo the term
*feeling’ has a close analogy to Alexander’s use of
the term ’enjoyment’. [A.N.Whitehead, Process
and Reality, Corrected Edition, 1978, p.40.]
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Whitehead, following out his own train of thought,
has thus reconstructed for himself Aristotle’s con-
ception of God as the unmoved mover, initiating
and directing the entire cosmic process through
its love of Him. And it is curious to observe
that the identity of his own thought with Aristo-
tle’s, which Whitehead gladly admits, had to be
pointed out to him by a friend, Whitehead having
apparently never read Aristotle’s Metaphysics for
himself. I mention this not to ridicule Whitehead
for his ignorance of Aristotle - nothing could be
farther from my mind - but to show how in his
own thought a Platonic cosmology may be seen,
in the pages of Process and Reality, turning to an
Aristotelian. [Collingwood, The Idea of Nature,
p-170.]

DI kX, Alexander & DHERIZEWWT,
IVEHSLIEEZLD LR, EnHDD,
Alexander DIFE, HDVLHW 5 TEARIEL
emergent evolution DFLIZREZ N, ARV —7
ELix, #oT, EhomEE, b3\, i
L) HEEBHFAT 20T, BRNWE, WHE,
{LEINETE, i, Bk, FEe, fE s v )&l
DHEBEILL DT, Tf/y H25\0Ix TR deity
PREDOERBICMHETSZ EICks. ZLT,
A2 D Tk AR5 Z LIk
TEETH D06, ARBICE-TIX, 20, #
W, BEEHRSDTIERLT, fitEAnxE
DEE, HIBNIMBR SR, Ew) L
5. % LT, BRNZANERTIE, MIAE
% (AlEXE) °H 3139 TH 555, Alexander
BWLTIE, Z9Tidhv, 29 TidRT,
H T, MIBEMICZ>TLEIDTH S,

Our ordinary thoughts of God are no doubt child-

ish; but, such as they are, they begin by thinking

that in the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth. Alexander, on the contrary, says that in
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the end the heavens and the earth will create God.
[Collingwood, The Idea of Nature, p.163.]
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Affirmer Dieu, comme Whitehead veut qu’on
I’affirme, c’est affirmer la coincidence des op-
posés. Il jouit d’une éternité de vie, ou se joignent
la permanence et la fluidité. [Jean Wahl, Vers le
concret, Etude d’histoire de la philosophie con-
temporaine, William James, Whitehead, Gabriel
Marcel, p.174.]
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We find here the final application of the doctrine
of objective immortality. Throughout the perish-
ing occasions in the life of each temporal Creature,
the inward source of distaste or of refreshment, the
judge arising out of the very nature of things, re-
deemer or goddess of mischief, is the transforma-
tion of Itself, everlasting in the Being of God. In
this way, the insistent craving is justified - the in-
sistent craving that zest for existence be refreshed
by the ever-present, unfading importance of our
immediate actions, which perish and yet live for
evermore. [A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality,
Corrected Edition, 1978, p.351.]
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