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At the present time, there are prevalent four 
main doctrines concerning the Laws of Nature: 
the doctrine of Law as immanent, the doctrine 
of Law as imposed, and the doctrine of Law 
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as observed order of succession, in other words, 
Law as mere description, and lastly the later 
doctrine of Law as conventional interpretation. 
[AN.Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas, p,111) 
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the order of nature expresses the characters of 
the real things which jointly compose the exis­
tence to be found in nature. [Whitehead, Adven­
tures of Ideas, pp.111-112) 
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The doctrine of Imposed Law adopts the al­
ternative metaphysical doctrine of External Rela­
tions between the existences which are the ulti­
mate constituents of nature. The character of each 
of these ultimate things is thus conceived as its 
own private qualification. Such an existent is un­
derstandable in complete disconnection from any 
other such existent: the ultimate truth is that it re­
quires nothing but itself in order .to exist. But in 
fact there is imposed on each such existent the ne­
cessity of entering into relationships with the other 
ultimate constituents of nature. These imposed 
behaviour patterns are the Laws of Nature. But 
you cannot discover the natures of the relata by 
any study of the Laws of their relations. Nor, con­
versely, can you discover the laws by inspection 
of the natures. [Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas, 
p.113] 
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The explanation of the doctrine of Imposition 
both suggests a certain type of Deism, and con­
versely it is the outcome of such a Deistic belief 
if already entertained. [Whitehead, Adventures of 
Ideas, p.113] 
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But he certainly thought that the conception of 
the solar system exhibited in his Principia was suf­
ficiently ultimate to make obvious the necessity 
of a God imposing Law. Newton was certainly 
right to this extent, that the whole doctrine of Im­
position is without interest apart from the correl­
ative doctrine of a transcendant imposing Deity. 
[Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas, p.113) 
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All these things being consider'd, it seems 
probable to me, that God in the beginning form'd 
Matter in solid, massy, hard, impenetrable, move­
able Particles, of such Sizes and Figures, and with 
such other Properties, and in such Proportion to 
Space, as most conduced to the End for which 
he form'd them; and that these primitive Particles 
being Solids, are incomparably harder than any 
porous Bodies compounded of them; even so very 
hard, as never to wear or break in pieces; no ordi­
nary Power being able to divide what God himself 
made one in the first Creation. While the Parti­
cles continue entire, they may compose Bodies of 
one and the same Nature and Texture in all Ages: 
But should they wear away, or break in pieces, 
the Nature of Things depending on them, would 
be changed. [I.Newton, Opticks, 1952(1730, 4th 
ed.), New York: Dover, p.400(Book Three. Part I. 
Quest.31)) 
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Now by the help of these Principles, all mate­
rial Things seem to have been composed of the 
hard and solid Particles above-mention'd, vari­
ously associated in the first Creation by the Coun­
sel of an intelligent Agent. For it became him 
who created them to set them in order. And if he 
did so, it's unphilosophical to seek for any other 
Origin of the World, or to pretend that it might 
arise out of a Chaos by the mere Laws of Na­
ture; though being once form'd, it may continue 
by those Laws for many Ages. For while Comets 
move in very excentrick Orbs in all manner of Po­
sitions, blind Fate could never make all the Planets 
move one and the the same way in Orbs concen­
trick, some inconsiderable Irregularities excepted, 
which may have risen from the mutual Actions of 
Comets and Planets upon one another, and which 
will be apt to increase, till this System wants a 
Reformation. Such a wonderful Uniformity in the 



Planetary System must be allowed the Effect of 
Choice. And so must the Uniformity in the Bodies 
of Animals.[l.Newton, Opticks, 1952(1730, 4th 
ed.), New York: Dover, p.402(Book Three. Part 
I. Quest.31)) 
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/~~7l<Si&R IFft~.1. £rEcti!li, p.354.(1121. 
3rd ed.)] 
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Those realists, who base themselves upon the 
notion of substance, do not get away from the no­
tion of actual entities which move and change. 
From the point of view of the philosophy of or­
ganism, there is great merit in Newton's immov­
able receptacles. But for Newton they are eternal. 
[A.N.Whitehead, Process and Reality, Corrected 
Edition, 1978, pp.81-82.] 

~1:$0);f»Ji~t:l7--f'ii,G~li!!~mi < ~:(£~~::g-t-: 
t ti, ~itl L~{l'.;9 Qm~~f¥:(£0);f»Ii~ii,G~ 
tflli L ti L tJ 1i '· 1'i"~f:$0)fg'~O)fmBii' G 9n 
Lf, ;:.. .::z. - I- / O)/Fjb0)5t~::g- immovable re­
ceptacles t: ti::k~ td::5'tffl'ii;&') Q. L ii> L;:.. .::z. -

I- Y t: C. "'.) -c ti, :C n G ti7klfill"d') Q. [3¥*1' 
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1' p.121.] 
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In this third Book I have only begun the Anal­
ysis of what remains to be discover'd about Light 
and its Effects upon the Frame of Nature, hinting 
several things about it, and leaving the Hints to 
be examin'd and improv'd by the farther Exper­
iments and Observations of such as are inquisi­
tive. And if natural Philosophy in all its Parts, by 
pursuing this Method, shall at length be perfected, 
the Bounds of Moral Philosophy will be also en­
larged. For so far as we can know by natural Phi­
losophy what is the first Cause, what Power he has 
over us, and what Benefits we receive from him, 
so far our Duty towards him, as well as that to­
wards one another, will appear to us by the Light 
of Nature. And no doubt, if the Worship of false 
Gods had not blinded the Heathen, their moral 
Philosophy would have gone farther than to the 
four Cardinal Virtues; and instead of teaching the 
Transmigration of Souls, and to worship the Sun 
and Moon, and dead Heroes, they would have 
taught us to worship our true Author and Benefac­
tor, as their Ancestors did under the Government 
of Noah and his Sons before they corrupted them­
selves. [I.Newton, Opticks, 1952(1730, 4th ed.), 
New York: Dover, pp.405-6(Book Three. Part I. 
Quest.31)) 
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