JRBRFIEEBEHE AW R RSB E AU e E XXVIL - 2015, 3. 20

BFFERICETD 12 /M7 N —ADRIEES
—T AU NOEEBHBICB I BAEDEIHEFHDY £LT—

x K BT

(AT R 7 e I LR R AE 72

Composition Using the 12-Bar Blues in US Schools

Yoko AWAKI

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the kinds of activities that Japanese music teachers should undertake to
facilitate their students’ understanding of the diverse musical culture of other countries. Toward this end, I
analyzed the methods adopted for teaching musical composition in the United States. It became clear that
it is considered very important that students there learn composition to help them understand various
musical elements or structures and that composition is connected with expanding their approach to music
as a whole. Accordingly, classes are held based on the 12-bar blues. First, students listen to various types
of music that developed in the United States, such as blues, jazz, and ragtime. They then learn the form of
the 12-bar blues and create their own compositions using a rhythm template. It is apparent that activities
focusing on listening and composing in classes enable the students to approach the blues in an active
manner. These activities allow students to understand how this music developed and aid their study of
musical structure, which leads to greater musical appreciation and enriches their entire musical experience.
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