
13 2014 

1 1

The relationship between attitude toward death and the sense of life’s value in adolescents

Hikari Hongo and Yuko Okamoto

The purpose of this research was to examine the relationships between attitude toward death 

and sense of life’s value living in adolescents, with a focus on anxiety about death and the 

tendency to avoid death. The following hypotheses were tested: (1) Those with healthy 

attitude toward death approach it positively, and they will have low scores for anxiety about

death and high scores for sense of life’s value, and (2) those with a tendency to avoid death 

and refuse to accept it, will have low scores for anxiety about death and low scores for sense 

of life’s value. Neither of these hypotheses was supported. However, we found a significant 

negative correlation between the factor of “death relief (a tendency which catches death with 

release from pain)” and sense of life’s value, as well as a significant positive correlation 

between “anxiety about death” and “death avoidance”.
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2000
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.73-.92 Table 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1  (4 ) =.92

17 .935 .049 .000 .012 .008 .001 -.089
23 .894 .019 -.029 -.031 -.053 -.015 -.012

16 .721 -.117 .117 -.020 .164 .099 -.032

2  (4 ) =.89
26 .080 .924 -.049 -.022 .022 -.003 -.054
7 -.032 .856 -.018 .027 .047 -.013 -.092
5 -.013 .660 .149 .014 .034 -.061 .105

11 -.125 .654 .176 -.145 .030 .015 .262

3  (4 ) =.86
3 -.025 -.129 .907 -.052 .014 -.021 .019

20 .160 .235 .730 .068 -.044 -.045 -.115
1 -.128 .104 .624 .045 -.004 .056 -.100

4  (4 ) =.83
18 -.017 .070 -.127 .843 .040 .038 -.035
21 .032 -.006 .009 .825 -.118 .029 .026

8 -.167 -.004 .027 .571 -.168 -.043 -.173

5  (4 ) =.80
14 -.029 -.135 .144 -.035 .912 -.084 .119
19 .031 .072 -.077 .096 .643 -.053 -.001
6 -.034 .268 -.191 -.003 .637 .067 -.097

27 .107 -.024 .008 -.042 .633 .102 .035

6  (3 ) =.83
15 .029 .029 .017 .007 -.023 .978 .004
4 -.039 -.017 -.038 .019 -.072 .908 .076

 ( )

7  (4 ) =.73
12 .005 .025 -.006 -.025 -.024 .066 .815
2 -.026 -.051 -.083 -.009 .048 -.066 .806

10 -.105 .089 .017 -.010 .023 .035 .479
12 .260 .075 -.088 .321 .036 .027 .373

1.000
-.181 1.000
-.059 .565 1.000
-.124 .064 .140 1.000
.121 .023 .060 .168 1.000
.288 .029 .034 .011 .338 1.000
.305 .145 -.049 .086 .136 .203 1.000

24

25 .051 .224

-.155 .186 .719 -.002 -.048

.601 .056 -.083

-.078 .060

.143-.028

.266 .505 -.092

13 .890 -.004 -.037 -.063

9 -.008 -.114 .077 -.046

.059 .049

-.027
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Table 2

2 ( ) ×2 (

) 2

73

21 71 26

2.40 2.30 2.38 2.33

Table 3

2 ( ) ×2 

( ) 2

89

55 6 41

2.44 2.31 2.48 2.30

Table 4

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

-.157*
     -.076 .594**

-.186*     .028       .156*
      .117     .066       .023   .161*
      .263**     .006       .028      -.001 .341**
      .260**     .186**      -.070       .095 .154** .191**
     -.254**     .065       .119       .687**      .131    -.082 .033

* p >.05 ** p >.01

SS df MS F p
 (A) .001 1  .001     .004 n.s.

 (B) .185 1     .185   1.288 n.s.
A×B .025 1     .025     .177 n.s.

 26.860    187     .144
 27.069    190

Table 2

Table 3
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SS df MS F p
 (A) .002 1 .002 .017 n.s.

 (B) .427 1 .427    3.046 n.s.
A×B .015 1 .015 .106 n.s.

 26.187    187 .140
 27.069    190

2

2

( ) )

Kirk & Rouf (2004)

Durlak (1972)

QOL (1999) 
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