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The Effect of Parsing on Comprehension of Foreign Language Texts

Akio SUZUKI

In this study, I examined how the ability of parsing affects readers’ comprehension of explanatory

texts in the context of English as a foreign language (EFL) reading. I randomly assigned 21 Japanese

university students into the following two groups: (a) participants who were required to read a text

written in English while displayed in appropriately parsed phrases; and (b) participants who were

asked to read the exact same text while displayed in inappropriately parsed phrases. Group (a) was

considered as the group whose member has a good ability to parse English sentences, while group (b)

was considered as the group lacking in parsing ability. The results of two types of comprehension tests,

textbase and situation model, conducted with the two groups revealed that group (a) outperformed group

(b) in the case of the textbase, and also it is assumed that the situation model can be better constructed

by group (a) rather than group (b). These findings suggest that in the context of EFL reading, the ability

to parse texts has a great effect on facilitating students’ text comprehension when the readers are at the

beginner level.
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VD HERIE IR B e, 0 KD IS SCikER R
KOEEIEICNIET 2L £ < & D,

Bz 7ol 0 725> T 4 . Hino (1988) 1L SCIERFER
DFEENSEEAEIC L = 5T RIEZ R D X 5 1245
LT3, SCERGECIEIGEZ SUEHMBANC L7z -
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Dol &7V bLDOEFEOFEIAL K& RRr-TL
EHEVIZ LT

DX D B A R D SRR O R ITIEIC,
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EFIZ 251 7= “I think that you are wrong.” &\ ) 30 %
ZOFEZH S TRTHE, [RTR Yk L2 dH
RIENHESTWD &) &5, ZOHFIEFFEEM
BTHIEIXDOE &L & OFEIAE H ABRICEE L T,
HTEFBIETENOAICRL TN DT, HFHlE
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V% (Richard & Schmidt, 2002) .,
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BN E w5 & & SCEHRIC S—X 1 7%
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REINDEGEIE, RO =R 4 T2 H - THEX
FRRINDHAICHAT, XEE L BE<HMFCE
HONKET D, S HICFOLEOHEE . MBS
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— Parsing # (LIBEIPHELFLT) 0B HEH L L a v
t = — % — (Dell £t , Inspiron 1300) |Z & - THIIESC
FER SN,
2.4 ¥

245 FEI B 702 2 T A AR ORFIL L LTHWI
(Flesch Reading Ease =72.5, Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level
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future by watching four-year-olds interact
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FoTWianwiga (PR 22N ZIGEL T, B
EZAT272,

ZOR=R 4 T ORI IR (2010) DHEAEZ
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L FUAA, 720 8 ULFEMITH MEIC b B
HHDICEEWX -, ZD16 Lk T Z L~
Zy RIFEFRATZLTH D070 & 4 BB (1
FEATISLTIX RV, 4 AT X TH D) THHEIC
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(KRG CHEIZ LT R— R ¢ o T OIEYE™)

FEHDE i FEFY [IESEET
e a, an, the... S aA + R = %
AIER after, at, by, for, from, | A& +& 5 = BaENElEE
in, of, on, ...
ES ] ask, eat, give, look, sit, | A8l + &M BB = B
want, ... AEA+ LA+ B
AEF + A
E3E] to see, seeing, seen, to SEFANMEAN
study, studying, ]
studied, ...
R that,  which,  who, | E#iE+3C =S&FANEAMNE
because, as, ... &
FE] and, or, but, so, ... ) % 38 + 353 + B 5 AR
X+ 3 FIER + 3 >3

A (2010) (2HSK<
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