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Is onomatopoeia used to express basic emotions in Japanese?
An exploratory study using facial expression stimuli

Wataru INOUE and Yoichiro NONAKA

In Japanese, onomatopoeia is used to express certain sensational and affective qualities. This

study aimed to examine the relationship between onomatopoeia and primary emotions. We used figures

to represent six facial expressions: anger, disgust, fear, sadness, happiness, and surprise. Forty-five

students were asked to verbalize the emotions related to these facial expressions using onomatopoeic

expressions. The subjects used 89 onomatopoeic expressions; 39 of them were used by two or more

participants. The results were as follows. (1) Happiness and sadness tended to be expressed using

particular onomatopoeic expressions such as niko-niko and shiku-shiku, respectively, compared with

other emotional states, which were articulated using several different onomatopoeic expressions. (2)

Anger and disgust shared the same onomatopoeic expression—pun-pun. (3) Correspondence analysis

revealed three groups of emotions, and each group was expressed using a particular onomatopoeic

group.
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F—D—F: F = b, AR, BHiEnRE

e & By

(XIXTLEE], VYV Y LIEE] Evwolak
BlE, BAICUEFOHORESCER A Bz &+
b, ZOZEE, ¥TX7, YPYTLEWVSETEIC
TNENRR DR 2 OISR TR Mo TV D
rHEEZLNEY, TOXIRFTORE, HDHWVIE
HWEHOMRIZ LY BEEEHAWEHEL, A/ < b
NREMHENTWD, 2 (2007) X, A/~ F<RhT7 T
VAGEEFRRE L, HEEEE, N, BEEEORMT
bDHZ L, AAREORFEDO T CHIROREL A5
THZEICEWRERDEZ/HOZLEEHL TS,
Fio, WA (2012) 1L, A/ = bIIEREY
UTREEHNE L, 3w v RTIHERAICES LS
FEEMICEERME ST AR L TR, BAICENT
137 TV AFENSER LIASRETH Y, MEOFED
B, HRTCENME, RG2S R IEEORMTE L &
nTnb,

DX A~ FAUZONT, HFE (2008) 1,
BIVRIRFR LB O35 5h-OBE RBREAE ] 0 28 B R 2 Rt
L7, T ECRIEEOERSFMERET 2 2
LOLSERTL, A/~ MR EFE AT
e LTBEHORKB CTH D LR LTWD, i,
MR (1999) 11X, 4/~ bz AV 7 (RESR)
BESF Y U T —] EEEHL TS, 2oLkl d
EMEZ D 0IE, A/~ bR &< BET S
REREL B O KL D, —F, B (2007) X, o=
FEERE LT, BABIITESEREHN DL, F0
MR, BARTIEA )~ bR EKE L AR EN, HiE
LTEERMLTND, LER-T, HAFEOA
< Y, SESERBRAMEFILEZDEHEE LT
HHER S T&zeBx b5, LnL, B
LoT, 4/ = MREBEHETHBIEICERNAOND,

—RICA ) = PN E R BT A & LT,
WA, GRS, M, BRI, Mo s oo
% (%W, 1999), KO (2011) 1%, BAEZEEL



?5ﬁ¥$m%%ﬁ%&bfﬁ%,%% LR
“““ , D 5 SOREIC &W‘éﬂ?%@&béﬁ‘/v l\/\
47 5%7%%%%%500)@?%’3: EORERHE LTS
MEMF Lic, ZORER, 125 X2 0K H 50
3 ODEE L WS ERNH D O DOEBOIEE &
B L CW 2 2 &, 27 BRI EM O SREE & BRI L T
T EERELTWS, INAT, HMORE LB L
TWHA /)~ bGEICITHRA L BET 5 bR —FS
WEWH ZEEFHLNILTWS, ZTDOZ &, A/
~ FSGEREOFICIE, BMOBRRICRET B0 LR
ERRERICRBT 2000852 LE2RLTND,
fth )y, BRI & OB Z R THIE L AL b

A BIE (2007) 0, ANVFRAE T LIRS
LTS RREER LEBOMREF )~ FXTH
B2 X ok, @A 719 4I120T E TR RE
HHLEBOMREZBB LA/~ F_XTERHAT D &

IRDIz, ZOREF, RELSNTA / ~ MR, #1357,
HRERH - BfE, Koy - O, Zotho 4 FEEO B
IHHEENDZEERLTWS, ZDZ &, £/
< FUTHERARER T TR, &y - DF Vo Tk
FHRARICRRE L TWDHZ L E2RELTWD, —J7,
UTHE - I (2008) X, HBRBIEENCKT AREE
OFEM LA~ Mk LT, 1R, WE, kR,
B, K4y - DMED S SOOI B4 ﬁ%ﬁw &)
EICBT 24 = b _IF—FELEHEN D L OO,
K5y MEICET oA ) = FROBEHIE—F LR
EEAMLTND,

INLORREREZ D E, KN (2012) FEEE

WIRET S & & bicA /)~ b HlIgEE S LTiE
mbfwéomﬂbr,ﬁﬁ-%u(mm)ﬁﬁ/v

FEGREE UCIRA L, i - 4 (2008) |
BEOREBE Y CHRE %z%MLtﬁ/vbm%ﬁ%&
LTS ENWIERIHDLHOD, F /<~ FGEREC
i, BEREOH O EEHUERICE TN D b ONFE
THZEERRBELTND, AR (2009) 1%, AAGED
F < NROMEB M AR L, 3 OOREA R
MRBHLZ ERERL, 201 50hmE, /< k
ANBRHIRIC L o TR SRR R EREIC R T
2Hb0EHIFTND,

BZ (2002) 1%, A/~ RSRBUIIT SO IR
RZRERE LCOV =2 AF v —2 k) Z L &R LT
W5, 7B, ME (2012) 1, NiElERRICBT DA
MoH 77 L v 2GR U CH T & FE L
A = MO EFE TH D HERBEEICIG LY = A
F X —BAERTLIZEEZHONILTWD, —J, &
- =46 - BB - T - ATHE - % (2009) |
ANDNH DR HERITEN N B 5 28 FRIH D i % v

T, WHEEOF )~ b2OHnbL&HEgE A2 RET S

K&ébbm%@%%ﬁéﬁé%%%ﬁoko%®
R, BIRSNIA < FUSIE, BEKHEEE R
ﬁ#é%@&%ﬁﬁkﬁéﬁ%%%@%%ﬁ?é%@
LWV o722 DOHHAR N BRI TN D Z & % R
Lic, ZNODORREEEEE X 572 51F, MABHICE
FB A~ FARBUCKE, BRICRFEINDIESFER
TTEIORM E ORE L RIBI N, HIKIZXK > TH
TSN FGITINZ TRIAK & W o 72kt b RBLUATHE
LN ZENRBEND, LA L, RAHEIZEN
TiE, SABMREMWICT 5 E TR EEGENE
BIRLEEZOND, Z9 LERAICSINT 575
i, B E A ~ S OWED D ERBLREZR D) HGE
THOMERHLHES D,

WH « FEA - kil (2012) 1%, 107 3V 324 58
DA ) = FR_RERIEEE L LT 10 4 0 RFEAFIE S
$#27~ L, Plutchik O FEAERE 8 fliks L OUEER2 L &R
HELSHEEZ 10 ORED 7 TV ICHET 5 ER %
1Tot, TOME, BEHIT TV OHTEVORR
BHREBEZN &, FME B OBRIRO— LI FEY
414% VWS ZERRMENT, ZOZ kX, /<
RIS E E D EE 2 HIWr T 2 RO 2 A D 2R A IR
FTERIFZ, 4/~ bXEFRNICETRT DEEIC
TR HDLZ EERLTND,

LL, WH - 5K - Kb (2012) OWFEIEA /) ~
FARERIMEE L LTWA 720, BELRgE LTA
vb&%&mﬁkbf%zémﬁﬁﬁ”%ZEt&é
A5, £l2, T LEREEEZR S LTk 5 B
EAZEERICLHEET 2UNEREZ LD, #% $
R (2012) 1, B0 SR E Vo T REEORIEEE S
FECHRNT, SHEMEOEWEEMRWEEL Y b IR R
HERMETHIEERRHE LTV, T2bb, EHETH
WA & U CRIERMCF 5T 2 BAEEN A ~
PR IC R KT I LB EZDND,

T, AT, £TIESHENITEIO NP TRA
’%%%%%%KW%T%%%@%E%mwK%E%
1TV, HEREFEZHAT I, A/~ bXigEo ks
cﬁméné®m%%bm 125, AT, BiERm
5T 2 B ER R IERMD DA )~ MK
IZRIETHEIZ OV T L ALY TR Z1T ),

7 &
WENERE

AARGEZRIGEL T ORFPEAS L (BiE25 4, &k
194, RE14) RFEESNE CTH -1,



EEmE R BRI

FAREN 6 M (B, B0, B, BLA, HE,
BX)2RHL WD EEZONA T A MEER L,
KA T A NOFEMIZ, Appendix (2R LTz,
HEMRE

INEE - @A (1980) 2B EIT, REHERENE, BEIF
MRS, EIFMB B 3R bR S5
25 THH & AW,

REFHE

6 DDIEARSENE R BEEERIERIHA 7 A S EHE
MEFICRRL, FEERENOHAL DT Lotk
HEEETEDRETEL DA )~ b_XTRETH LD
Kbz, Fiz, HEMEREOSBEMEB IS LTS
L CREIE & RD T,

I

RBREBLIVER

*/ 3 EROHE

BoNi=a&2ToOF < b, 2 DOFEUED &AM
FDOF )~ bRELTHINEIDERELL, 1A
HiL, HARGEA ~ hASEEdL (NEF, 2007) 1ZRtdk &
NTHWBEREI M, 2HBIE 4/~ b XOFTHIAE
U EVIRT XA T THLMNE DN TH D,

2 OO L VRIS NI A ) < MRIE, #BEF89
I CHoTo, LYt < N O % it
T B0, 2 AU ERBIT 724 ~ F239 FEHD
il AR 28I Z LB L= b D73 Table 1| ThH 5,
BiEEA/ < FROIEHE

Table 1 22H 0035 K H 18, FIERBHERIUH W
LNDA < FARORFEEIZOW TR D &, B (14),
BEOY ), Bx (9, BELAH (D), HE (7)), &Y @)
DNEIZ D72 7p o Tuvo 7=,

WIS, BEEIZ OV TH TN &, BREWVW I RYT ¢
TRAETIE, T 222 ) OFEERRLENSDTH->
72 (533%), 2&HIZE W [ b B8 12.0% TH
LD EEBE XL, ENEFHE—0 NcZicZ ) °F
BlEh Tt nwxd, BLAEWDI XTT 1 TiEkE
1%, BEOERIERIS, 2&FHD [DZ2HE] O 143% &
e, TU L) oBERRbE (55.1%), HHib
KEPLFAELENDIBEORE LA L W) EARFICS
WTIE, A/ b XELTHR—MEOH D Z EPRIES
iz,

—F, FAT 4 TREETH, BROEETIE, T5A
il (40.8%), TV W5 (26.8%), Tdehden )
(25.4%) OBENE L, BEEEE X, TwHns )

(34.0%) TTendedr) (19.1%) DDA (149%) [5
M) (12.8%) OBENREL, BEOAF )~ T
FHENTWDEEHIT, BAREE LTHEDRAS
By LIEL AT < OGRS IEEL U7 R
WRBHHENEXLND, ok, BAIVEETIE, T
WL (253%), 152555 (165%), AL HRL]
(12.1%), EExREIETIE TE&E L&) (348%), <
<1 (174%) TERE I T\,

Table 1 BEZ&EDA/ < FREREE

i

SN

)~ b . — -
B B Ky LK

=
i
e
Ok

Iz z

40 0 0 0

W H D 19 0 16

29

(=]

0

5]
~

L<LX

0
0
0
0

23

Lo e

[ORONS 23

rarx 7

5555 15

Mol Il BN Fo N O/ 1 [N JUST | O3 o

< o< 1

—_
(=)

B AL 11

—_
—_

VRO

—
\S]

BEBE

—_
w

EHhEH

=

< x<

—_
W

thtb

—
[=)}

DOl

—_
~

[

—
oo

HETHT

—_
o

&5 E

[\
(=

LxiEL xiE

21 HADHN

2 Ebxtb

23 EFHiEH

24 5CL5L

25 MBIz

26 EhEy

27 LBLB

28 OROR

29 5355%

30 pRLR

31 RARA

32 BABA

3SLywAilvh

37 FEbhiEb

S} B =) Fe) Nl o) E=] =] =) E=1 E=] =) =) N RV R=) RV N K= BN K=l R =2 B2 E=1 R=) K=} BN-J Nl I el el el e el
(=) §=) F=) F=) Jo ) =X E=] k=] k=] E=} E=) F=) Nl el B=) Rl Rl K-l Rel R=l el Ee) Kol Ne ) JO ) o) F- X E=2 k=] k=]

(=3 K=} § S} R=) B S K= =) E=) RV N R=) E=) RN E=] K= R=) RO R} BN ) E=) E=) F=) o) Ro ) Fe XK= E=] E=] =) K=} K=} K=}
o|lo|o|o|o|w|o|o|o|w|o|lo|o|o|o|o|o|Q|o|N|o|o|o|o|w|o|o|o|lo|o|v|loln
ONONOOOOOOOOHOOOOOOON?—‘NOOO-&OOO—‘OOOOO;-

o|lo|o|lo|lo|o|lw|w|o|lo|lw|o|w|r|lo|lo|o|o|o|o|r|ln|o||—

39 1FE<UEL

&gt

el
—_
~
()
~
—_
Y
=}
N
~
N
w

=
-3
o~
-
-
-3




BAE & A / < FROFISDHT

Table 1 DBHFEICTSE, MISHrziTo7, €0

fik B4 Table 2 |Z7R L7,

Table 2 A HFER

5 14 o5 28
A NN
DI -1.190 0.765
XhEY -1.190 0.765
HRVHLR -1.190 0.765
230730 -1.189 0.764
E/BN)) -1.189 0.764
(AN ATEN -1.189 0.764
Teten> -1.189 0.764
BB -1.188 0.764
[O\UkONU] -1.030 0.592
RDED 0.239 -0.787
NG/ 0.239 -0.787
By 0.239 -0.787
FbhEb 0.239 -0.787
INT= 8= 0.239 -0.787
OV 0.239 -0.787
BB 0.239 -0.787
[OX4ONY 0.240 -0.792
<L 0.242 -0.806
B 0.244 -0.820
1E<IEL 0.249 -0.852
Ea skarsl 0.251 -0.864
ralx 0.252 -0.870
BAHEBS 0.260 -0.918
IXHES 0.260 -0.918
<< 0.273 -1.005
EEE1S) 0.276 -1.025
| R\l et 0.283 -1.068
[hatesdfated 0.283 -1.068
HEHX 0.283 -1.068
DADA 0.283 -1.068
1FEIEL 0.283 -1.068
<BHSD 1.073 0.428
<L 1.907 1.643
HEDZ 1.907 1.643
LriELxis 1.907 1.643
S50 1.907 1.643
LBl 1.907 1.643
ZAZ I 1.907 1.643
Lpilwi 1.907 1.643
Jaary
Jfe -1.184 0.759
=0 -1.183 0.758
i 0.238 -0.781
Ex 0.258 -0.911
300 0.282 -1.060
AL 7 1.899 1.630
TEMEAH BEAR ¥ 1996 1993

Flohzikic, BiEeAd /<~ M ERRLIZHD
A, Figure 1 TH 2D, &4/~ NXRER->TNDHT-
DEFAIZDVIZWES S & DD, AR X
FEERAy DY - B, A EoE LR, TEoRN - %
 CBOOKREL 325NN,

F = bXBEERIC, [<H<D) 2BrE, 8K
BABICHIST 5 7 =Tl o T\, b, &

D e BREOAIEIZIE, TWHWE ), TRASA), &
D&Y REN BELAOMEIT, TLB LB TL X
FELXIE), TxAZA) RER, LT X -
BOOMEICIL, T, TExrx), NEnk
b, [E<EL, T2bEb), NoZizzy, v
) R EBNLELTNWD,

By LR L WD 2 ODFEARRENERH>TNDH D

L%, HERSEE OmmW A = AU S B R
Aoz be—%7T5, L, HEOSNA /<
hIZIFEEER LSRR o B EEX, IBIC
ROT 4 7TRETHLENICE, TF&ErE), ThL
L, [FbZEb] &V 32504/~ MR HET
AVBNTWa7a®, 3G aHT TR L 2 IE I
oltlBZEzbND, BAEEL L COIEDORALS 2
o 3ODKEN, A/~ bR KDEHRE LT
BEO BN DIZR D BICONTE, A% I 5R 5K
MAMETHS I,

*/ < EROER & HRME

1 AT BAO e — DR NA /) ~ SO A
FEEERRM L, Thae st JEMER GRERRE
NS, REERmIRE, BIERPE M) A BIA K L
LT, AT v 7 UAXET, BB EITo7, £
DOFER, —EOR WA <= bSO TIE, s
P (f=-303) OLBBENTH 7= GHEFHR R=07,
F(1,43)=4.36, p<.05), EFT /& L COFMP T IEE <
RN DD, PEEMEPENE E R E VWA
<~ bXEHWLEA N RSN, ZOMEEIE, R
Tt TN (6=-283, FMEERF L R=.06, F(1,43)=3.73,
ns.) TV Y, RUT 1 TN (B=-340, FHHEF A
Rémfuurw3¢m9fﬁ<&6nto¢&b%
—fEHEDRNA ) = b ROMBAE, PR KEIC
BRTDEEZDLND, 2O LMD, WEBENRE
WE L L DADBME D — 72 /) ~ M %l 5 L JEHE
b, Lnl, 2 ALERHWEA = Fizon
THRBO O EIToT2 8 25, BRI —IED =
F = bROERE, BERmR S (=229, JRE
F R=.03, F(1,43)=2.38, n.s.) OHBENTH -1,
EFNE LTIAD TR N1, T VOB O
KEE2EZNE, A4/~ oM I+ 2RI
DOWTHE, HEMELSOREERAICF ST 2 BN E G



-1.0 -05 0.0

0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

o ___ 1 | | | | | o
o o
o bﬁﬂﬁLlQ
o | L <
asn
o _[OTD o
© <33 ©
o o
+
0 0
Q7 -
om

| | |
-1.0 -05 0.0

Figure 1 RXIEF

DT, Wt 2D DVEND LA,

RENBE

AT TIE, FARRNE & e b BRI HRI C & 2 B
REFMETHTHEE, 4/~ "I ED LS ITfEH
SINDDONERE LTz, TORER, 6 >ORAREER
HIZAWsnbA /<= b_dmr&ani, LT, B0
EWVWIHIRYT o TR, TlIcZicZ) 2wnwHt s~
FRTHROFEHIN, ELHE VI XTT ¢ TREIEIL,
LS L) EWHA /< FXTRLBEHRIN TV,
Tihbbh, RFEORKRENGIE, BORELLLND
EARBIFICOWTFA /) < b_E L TH—MRH 5 2
EMRBENTWD, W -FEA - Kl (2012) TIX
I hREREEEE L TWABD0, BN T Y
DIBIREPMORINE L Xt T 5 L@ RSN
TBY, BEODLIRRYT 4 TRFITA /) <~ b2k
L TCORIUC—FERRDO NN E LR, —
¥, MDOXAT 4 TG L BEZ DD B &
W TmEARRIEICE, BLAEDOL S ot/ ~ ok
—MERRLNT, HEOA )~ R TEEEN TV,

| | | |
0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

A N OFC % Xy

DD, BEXAT 4 TRAEITIL, F /< bKELL
U TSNS E 7203 DR 2l 2 TV D ATREME S /R IE X
niz,

R & A~ RO ORI G, AR
%, B LHEE, BLAFM, RhlExZLTEW
L WD le3 oD T N—TITHREND T ERRS
Too FEAEEOMMMATITIERZEETCHL L OD,
T/ = bRFHLE L TTIRUMERSH D Z Lo T
X, ABFECERA LI EE RGOS EE I E 2
TR 7ot 2 L O 2 ERME LR D249,

Rz, AWFETIE, R ’$5?7i@ﬁﬁ
@[ﬁﬁ%f% VAN D A/ < R RAERRIC FTREIZ O

%Qbﬁf@ﬂ%ﬂotobbbﬁﬁE —fRPED
WA/ < b B L TiE, eI
ERFT D Z ERRENTZbOD, 2 AL EOH NS —
BetEO @AW = SO IS U T2 0 1%
ETFNEDHT L ENRERBVWFEERTH -T2, 2D
7o, AR, FEARUNE 2R3 D BEE R b HEA
BAEERML, 4/~ bUCX D IREEREKT ST 1
TREFEMIIRFI L TS 2 ENEEL 8D,



51 Rk

MEZZE (2012). A/~ FXOFHEBELE Y =R
Fx—DFA I THT B EEEE S BT
ZediE HCS, b a—~2 33 a=4b—3 3 KRk,
112, 79-82

JEREE S - PAREREZE (2009). FERMICE T 5
R FRMEE 19, 200-208.
m%@% BARFHT (1980). FREMICE T HEHN
HEMEDORVE SR OBITE | 2, 33-42
FELHKER (2002). P AF v —: EZXEIMNBTE
&TER

UTRE - PHAKRA (2008). REEVDHND A ~
FROMSR TR EREELEEEIE , 8, 255-261

= R (2007). HEOREEERT A )~ b
- HNENFEE O R AREEHE OBRITL>T-
R FEREE S, 49, 1-22.

AREE—ER (2009). D SFEE 1 —4 )~ bNF
= BRAER X —HE S, 3-14.

FHEF (2008). SRS - BEESEOA L HIZON
T REEE KRNI , 27, 137-144.

/NEFIESL (2007). HEEEE - HERERE 4500 HAGEA ) <
NNl =5

B %%um@b@@@W ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%%%
(2012). F/ ~ bREFHEOER  RkshKin
16, 227-236.

EAERHET - ZHEHS - Bl = - TRE 58 - ATE—
;-@éﬁﬂ (2009). 7 5%311:7ﬁyay
DMEZ DN - & ) < MUK D LESEHIRET B

TIERIBE LB TEHRE . HCS, £ 2 —~< 2
R a=h—a U109, 11-16.

BN (2007). ~A RS HEDIE
= b ROtR R

WHIDE - FeARR - kiliE (2012). EIEE2 R4
IR IROT = NREICXANE T4
AT NV UIRY T NERREGR UL | 28, 175-180.

KAFERE 2011). A/~ b2 AW LERTEHERR
OFEMRERAEE  FRMOEERFSE 8, 119-129.

R - B APEE (2007). A/~ FRXTHRZ D
IOPRROHR IEBOREICHEAEE , 54, 67-76.

D - AAREE

(REE

ARFgEx, B E A~ F_EDOBE] L
D R H T H A DR 22 MRS (G40 KF)
IZRWCHE LT b DICHOHr % F06 L, RIEIZNEE-

YR EAT (1999). MO Z L IXE2B%T 5 Y BEZITo7-bDThH5,
Appendix A THERA LTz 6 DDOEERIFRIE
2 B %Y
‘ _
- -




