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Semantics of Sentence Adverb Mochiron

Chen Joting

Abstract: This paper aims at clarifying the semantics of Japanese sentential adverb mochiron. In
the previous research, mochiron is equated with English expression ‘needless to say’, and usually
translated as ‘of course. More specifically, mochiron indicates the speaker’s acknowledgement
of -and agreement on-the hearer’s belief or expectation. In this study, however, I argue that the
hearer’s belief is not essential in order to use mochiron. As an alternative account, I propose that
the proposition p of ‘mochiron p’ is inferred from two premises: p’ and a hidden reason r. That
is, the speaker assumes that p’ is shared by all discourse participants as a common ground,
but p is not because r may not exist in hearer’s knowledge and belief. As a result, the speaker
and hearer may have different belief about p (p or not p), and the speaker expresses p with
mochiron in order to convey the idea that p is inferred from p’ and reason r.
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ZEERLTVWS, LEPFoTIZofliz—RE5EZ
NFETOFEFRL DD, rRp T BAMS, SR
FROR—HIPFAELTVDB EEZ NS,

33 [6B5A] OEFNEL

DEo#HmaHEZT [dHAHA] OEKIF (32
DEICEFLDLIENTE S, KFTIIELRNIC
Chen and Yamada(2014) {2 L 72439 28, (i) 2L T

i, B0 LS M EFHWAT L2012, ) —254
ZMRBLEN DB,

(32 [dHBAA] OIARER

[bHAAD] BUTOLD 24MTII#EYITH S,

(i) FHLTOME - BT, p AAaiiostEmtg
WELTWa, D, p SREHOIEIEEICE
LTWwin,

(i) FFLTOME - BaZRB SN BE r S
LTwWa, [BAA D] ®pidhittp &HH
r P HEPNIIRETH S T OESTIE S
WV

iy MEFOMFTIE, p 25 p2Erhiwv (D
0, MEFOMRICEr 5%\ ) F20%,
EFIFFELFOME - B2, rBRIFTVS
72D p NE PNV EHEL TV D,

4. BbhYIC

41 %F¢ED

ARETIE THBEAA] OREAWERIZOVWTCG &
PBOMEEHWTEREZIT o2, ZROKRIIKD
2HICELDDHLI LN TE D,

O [dBHA] OBWRITEATHZE Ttk S /B &
FOMF L ZEHEORBRII R, 72, 8N (5
IETLHVIZETHDE VI ERICR DI,
HI$E (premise) 2 SEPNZIFRETH B 720 TH
5o

@ [3b2Ap] DpIECGRBLTVAWVI &,
T2, WLFLHEFORICHBr 20> TR
WOR—F DB D L) FUNPUETH D,

TATIZETIE [D B AA ] ORFEIEH X FoENR
A2 MBNICEET A ETHL EHPEATVS
(#1994 : 140) 25, T OFERTIAHI(33) HBHWTE
Lol TITUD TARROBRE H, #(33) =
FHWLTHB,

(33) [BLoFFELEMOYIMWBITTLZD, H
GONT % W72 FF 13D TR O
FIZW) 2N E B T, B XL L
TWh,—J, VVRZOMNPIRETELELES
TLORLTWS, ZLTZOLEERED 2w
BV EWIRFLE FFITHR TV.]
BV Y (FNREARPEVISARELT)AR

B
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BERFF [LHHA L]

BIE) WL, BATRICD ) —2DBEEND S,
FERPMTZHBHS, EALBICHEDD LT 2T D
N EFEoTWz, ZOK, YIHwi,

ZOWE, P I [ZZRETVONTHE] Thb,
rid [BEOHHITHIIE, FFIEIKEY B Th b,
COZOORRD S, Sk p [FF 1L DRV OIT
TR Za ] PEINDL, FFIZEST, TRIEE
IETHIHRNVWTETHD, LHL, YVORENLSY
VIEMEP MR THLER > TRV Elbh b,
TIVOME - BEIIE r BRIT TS (H D IEENE
LENRTWRWV), ZD70, YV THEp i
FHEPTH S, SOZEFRLT FFI [HHAHA]
EHOWCREWHE r OFAEZ TR, W8 p 2 4%
THHIEEZIVIVIUREA TV, 2F0, [bHAHA]
EHWASZ EIZED, HEF ORI R WIREE NI
HETHEW)LVIZELLA, HAOEZZHETIC
WLAATTVWBEDTH B,

F72, 34 & (35) bR LM THHTLILATE
5o

B34 [KEREVWTTHb, ZLT—FT 44T &
72w
KEE THEDIT->TH WV ? |
BH [ HHAV, ] ((29) % &tk )
(35) [EF2DE¥IDEMIBIMLIVEEE A]
A [h7ZLdFToTHVWVTT N
BI3bAAZDTT,] (=(712)

(34) Ti&, p & [KREBIZVWFTH S rid [V
T THNE, =T 41T TV TH b, ZOHA,
KERIZ & o TEAE [REBAS—T 4 1475 T\
M BAEPTH D, —T7, BRIE p & r &) k-
BeitdboTnbw, [KEEA/I—F 4124T->TWw
W M] PMRTH D EREL T B BEBUIREBIC
AP URTH LI L 2RSS TR0, DA
Al VD,

3 T, p ik TARIE»rOEIDEIA] THD,
riZ NEP0EIDEIETHNL, €I DEMIAT-
TIED] Thb. ZoYa, B4 LK, FELF
Bidrl WMk -EE&%2d-oTw570), Bileo
THBIIUATHL, —T, HEFADOHM - E&I1C
Er 2ARITFTTWS (HLWIREELshTnuiw) /2
O, G TADPToTRZD] L) L ZE#LT
WhEWTHD, 2T, BIZZOMENRYRTHLZ

I

ERAICHBERLDIC, TdBAHA] ZHV S,

(B4 & B IE—HTBLHELSTWDBA, FEEILH
LKHEFICATOEZz ZMLATEHBETHL LR
bbb,

ZD XN, RROMYITIE, BATHEOIRTE
T2EIBMBERIIBLAADIE, ZOEHIDOVAH N
A2 [bEAA] OHEZER—ELGHNTAZ L
NTE S,

42 SHDORE

KT THHHA] OEREHRIZOVTEREE
1T 7225, BARMZ TR B B84 eIk IS
WCOERIIFERTHTHL, BIZIE, TbbAA]
ISR G T 2 kYD 5o SBATIIFETIdaR
BB TH B EHP SN TS (TH#1982). ML X9
IR T SRIEICETENC DD L. [HHAH A
B HERHLIGE LT o, T2 [
LEDE I RILBEERATHOR, L) LiF[d
LAAIDEWE HEE L) EICHAT 5720123
ERIREPTHIHLEEZOND, INHESHROG]
BEIZL 72w,

(]

DARTIE [ BAAIORFEHEEZFHLF LTS, [
LEHAl OZFFEBEFLET S,

2) HALEBEERI XL 13 [P TH A WHeWr D5 (b
2WiE, [PTHa] WMLy zw) I Lilho
TVALXRTHVWONDBEMXDZ &ETH S (FF
- #2007 : 37)0

N ZOBDHIZ, [7Z2oTES EHWHH 57255,
HRIPETCHITE]l 0L BT ARSI L
&Y, [dB5A1 S#EYICRZY, [HHAA]
EIFTIERIEIVAEYTH S, ZOERIL, p 257
RCORFESHHIIEAINTVILESDH L0 D
Thb,

4) Chen and Yamada (2014) & mochiron ® i H 5=
I T LS ICHESN TV S,

(A) Felicity condition of mochiron

Mochiron p is felicitous, uttered in CG speaer, Hearer
such that

()  P'eCG speaker, tearer! & PECG sspeaer, Hearers When

(i) PBspearer : Irl(p’ N r)cp & r=J, p] and

(i) PByearer : 7(p'cp) (i.e.no such rePByeyrer)

(LT, #ERICE 2 BARHERENT)
A) T BAHA ] OIS
[bEAA D] EUTOL) BEHhTIIEYTH S,
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() FHELFOME - BaTi, p PRiHoMLmLiE
KELTWa, 2D, p R OmikIE
LTwizwy,

(i) FFLFoME - B2, BEInz8l r 2547
HELTW5, 72, [bbAAD] Opldp &
r P SHEPNIIRETH S T L OEATIE R
o

(i) MEFOHAKTIE, p 25 pdELNLRV (D
0, HETOMMIIZr 2%\ ),
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