INBRFRFERHE AR E B0 46377 2014 261-268

HAGEIZ BT 5 faRil o mg ] sgtk:

— ZE DR L R & B OB S —

[ e

(20144£10H 2 H3#)

The Possibility of Omitting Demonstrative Adjectives in Japanese Language
— Focus on the type of the noun and the influence of the predicate —

Yen-Ju Chen

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to identify the factors that enable the deletion of
demonstrative adjectives in Japanese language. Iori (2007) and Si (2008) pointed out that
demonstrative adjectives can be omitted when the anaphor is a common noun but not an
abstract noun. However, the demonstrative adjectives may not be omitted in certain situations
even when the anaphor and its antecedent consist of the same common noun. In addition, a
certain abstract noun allows the deletion of the demonstrative adjective. For these reasons,
the present study attempts to find the answers to the following two questions: 1) Does the
predicate type play any role in the omission of demonstrative adjectives? 2) What are the
characteristics of abstract nouns that allow the deletion of demonstrative adjectives? The data
analysis revealed that the type of predicate determines the possibility of the omission. That is,
when the predicate describes the property of a noun, demonstrative adjectives tend not to be
omitted regardless of the noun types. However, when the predicate expresses a specific event,
a common noun is interpreted as a specific object and it can refer to the antecedent without
demonstrative adjectives. In the case of abstract nouns like gengo (language), the demonstrative
adjectives tend not to be omitted even if the predicate expresses an individual event. In
contrast, abstract nouns like risou (ideal), which can be interpreted as a specific object, e.g.
someone’s ideal, raise the likelihood of deletion.
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