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The Effect of Mental Lexicon When Proficient Chinese Learners of Japanese
Process Kanji-Words
— Using an auditory cross-lingual priming method —

Xiaodong Fei

Abstract: The present study investigated the lexical processing of Japanese Kanji-words
in Japanese learners of Chinese by using an auditory cross-lingual priming method. In the
experiment, proficient Chinese learners were asked to perform a lexical decision task involving
Chinese words and non-words. The target Chinese words were selected by manipulating the
orthographical and phonological similarities with Japanese. The results showed that in the words
of low orthographical similarity and high phonological similarity, the Japanese phonological
representation was activated as the same time as the conceptual representation. And these
suggest that the words having high orthographical similarity share a common orthographical
representation between Chinese and Japanese, and the words having low orthographical
similarity own two orthographical representations separating between Chinese and Japanese.
But the other side, in the words even having high phonological similarity, the Japanese
phonological representation is separating from the Chinese phonological representation.

Key words: Japanese learners of Chinese, auditory cross-lingual priming, Kanji-words,
orthographic and phonological similarities, mental lexicon
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p=002, 1°=04) DSHE T o 720 WA B A
VSRS X D B BUSHRT2E W Z & A5
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