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A Study on the Language Arts Course of Study (1947)
— Based on the analysis of Conference Reports —

Hirohisa Yoshida

Abstract: Mrs. Helen Heffernan, who was the Elementary Schools Officer prepared a proposed
outline for the Language Arts Course of Study, 3 June 1947. She recommended that sub-
committee be set up prepare the materials for primary grade, Intermediate grade, and Junior
high school. In this paper I examined two Japanese documents, The former is after 3 June 1947,
and the latter was 24 June 1947. The Language Arts Course of Study (1947) was completed
thanks to Helen Heffernan and Japanese stuff. The Language Arts Course of Study (1947) was
made in the short period of two months.
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I. Introduction - General Philosophy of the

U1 W N

Language Arts.
A. Scope.
1. Language.
a. Oral expression
b. Written expression
2. Grammar
3. Writing
4. Reading
5. Literature
(Language must function in a social situation.

Therefore social studies, science, art, and every
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experience in the school curriculum must be used
in working out the curriculum in the language
arts. Each social studies unit will contain much
material and activity of value in developing some
of the necessary knowledges and understandings,
habits and skills, attitudes and appreciations in
language arts,)
B. Levels of development
1. Primary grade level.
2. Intermediate grade level.
3. Junior high school level. *’
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5. SiEHM (language techniques) @ IF L\ il
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How language functions

a. Conversation. Xl

b. Story-telling. BiizdsZ Lk

c. Discussion. B

d. Seeking information. HHrRkosrZ L

e. Explanation. B

f. Giving direction. x5 2562¢

g. Short talks. TR

h. Participating in meetings.
KECHETHZ L

i. Dramatization. WssZ L

j. Letter writing. FHEHFLZL

k. Record keeping. lgkE LB L

1. Writing announcements. &2 7 2 &
hETHZ L

m. Advertising.
n. Sign, label and poster making.
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