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Neoergasilus  japonicus (Copepoda: Ergasilidae)
parasitic on bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus) in a
pond, Gotsu City, Shimane Prefecture, Japan

Kazuya NAGASAWA and Masato NITTA
Abstract A total of 68 adult females (1-34 [mean
8.5] individuals per infected host) of the ergasilid
copepod Neoergasilus japonicus (Harada, 1930)
were collected from the fins of 8 (62.5%) of the
13 bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus) captured from
a pond in Komosawa Park, Gotsu City, Shimane Pre-
fecture, Japan, on 17 October, 2012. This collection
represents the first record of N. japonicus from Shi-
mane Prefecture. The females of N. japonicus were
most abundantly attached to the dorsal fin, followed
by the caudal and anal fins.
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Fig.1 Neoergasilus japonicus (Harada, 1930) from Le-
pomis macrochirus collected from a pond in Gotsu City,
Shimane Prefecture, Japan. Dorsal (A), ventral (B) and
lateral (C) views of an alcohol-preserved ovigerous adult
female. Scale bars: 200 £m.
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