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Requirement for Improved Undergraduate Education in Oral Traumatic Injuries

Ryoko HIRATADY, Yasutaka KATHARA?, Nami MIYAKE?, Kaori IWAHARA?,
Tamiyuki TSUZUKI*%, Chieko MITSUHATAY, Katsuyuki KOZAT"
Y Department of pediatric Dentistry, Integrated Health Sciences, Hiroshima University Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences
2 Department of Pediatric Dentistry, Hiroshima University Dental Hospital

Y Center of Legal Medicine of Dentistry, The Nippon Dental University, School of Life Dentistry
Y Japan Association of Dental Traumatology Board of Education

With remarkable developments in dentistry, the diagnosis and treatment of oral traumatic injuries have
become relatively sophisticated. Dental students should be taught to respond to these developments through
special dental education. This training should be taught in dental schools in accordance with fixed standards
within dentistry teaching outlines, core curricula, CBT, and the standards of national dentistry examinations.
However, there is a lack of data with regard to whether these standards of education in oral trauma are being
met, making it difficult to evaluate whether a suitable education in oral trauma is being provided to students.
We report here the results of an investigation of exam questions relating to dental trauma from ten consecutive
national dentistry examinations (2002-2011). Questions regarding oral traumatic injuries represented only
1.3% of the total. We examined these questions for their subject, content and form. Most of the questions
were asked in the section about “Oral Surgery (including Dental Radiology)” and the second highest number
asked in “Pedodontics”. For general dentistry, the contents of the questions were mostly related to “features”
of the trauma and second about their “treatment”. For clinical practice, most of the questions were related to
“treatment” and the next highest related to their “diagnosis”. No questions addressed the “prevention” of
dental trauma, and very few questions concerned “child abuse.” These are important aspects of a rounded
education in oral trauma and it is suggested that the Association of Dental Traumatology plays a major role in

collating new evidence and creating new guidelines for better dental education.

Key words : National dentistry examination, Oral traumatic injuries, Traumatized tooth, Undergraduate

education



