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“Each new means of destruction ...also requires a greater level of
social anesthesia to normalize its impact on daily life”

Walter Benjamin
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The ancient Greeks made no sharp distinction between war and peace.
Wars could last for years, even decades -----* The modern state system,
which dates from the seventeenth century, was meant to stake out
boundaries that did not exist in the era of Homer, Herodotus, and
Thucydides: nations were either to be at war or they were not. But

the boundaries blurred again during the Cold War, a struggle that



went on longer than the Trojan, Persian, and Peloponnesian wars put
together. The stakes, to be sure, were higher. The geographical

scope of the competition was much wider. In its fundamental aspects,
however, the Cold War more closely resembled the ancient Greek wars
than it did those of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth

centuries.?
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