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Perception of One’'s Own and Others’ Ability and Affective Arousal
among Elementary School Children

Daisuke Watanabe

Abstract: The purpose of the present study was to examine the perception of one's own
and others’ ability, and to find developmental changes in the affect aroused by the
perception in childhood. Elementary school children (Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 5th and 6th graders, N
= 237) completed a questionnaire. In the questionnaire, children were asked to assess the
ability of self and a close friend (a psychologically close other) and guess their affect when
making comparisons of their own ability with that of a close friend and an imaginary new
student (a psychologically distant other) in their most and least favorite subjects. The
major findings were as follows: (a) First and 2nd graders perceived their own and a close
friend’s abilities in a similar way to 3rd graders and above (e.g. Isozaki, 1994). However,
the dynamic processes of the ability perception in 1st graders seemed to be different from
those in 2nd-3rd graders and 5th-6th graders. (b) There were developmental changes in
the affect aroused by the comparisons of the ability. The ability perception and the
affective arousal by such perceptions changed about between the 2nd and 3rd grade
(around the age of 8 to 9 years).

Key words: perception of ability, social comparison, self-evaluation maintenance model,
affect, elementary school children
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HLRDEHET L LICLY), BRERRLSERE
W, Eh-RKAEHCOEDICE 720 L, HE
FHEOEEAEL 5.2 9 Lz HOHFTO LB @ %,
B & MEOIEB DT L NNV OB OBSE D S 3]
L 72 G 2, H C & i # ¥ (Self-Evaluation
Maintenance: SEM) €7V (e. g, Tesser, 2003) »%
Hbo

SEM E7IVIE, ADHEM % H ORI 2 MEFE L &
I LT AT RO, BXUHCHHAMLE
& DBRRAME DTGB OFITL NIIEBE 2T 5 2
LA E LTWwA, Tesser (1984) 12X hiE, H
CaFili & 1%, MAPBESHIFIH L TR, H50niE
EFEAH OIS LTIV T WS & ZOMADE 2 51

— 187 —
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EHT 5. LR, F oS E HEIC S ¢,
H CRHili 2 & 45 S & % %6 (Cialdini et al, 1976)
P2 A o, 2o X ) IO, RN
N3 5HCHEE, fig s o 0B, BiioZT
LARVO IERKICE ) AREIBE SIS, SEM ET
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ERANLDELSRAIL, BEEORVERTIIKAD
AR HC L D & RAT 2 H 5 (BRI, 1994;
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E B, bolikAsrH) E/RS7), HECSHT (1,
HHIAATL) E Vo BB 6 EEDRDIWERT L,
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AT 2 ENHME I N TS (Alessandri & Lewis,
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240, 34, 5AEA, 64F4) X 2 (BB ¢
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BT B EDRENT, T, FHEOTRRVAE
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BT EdRENT (1L4FEAM =425 2
EEM =366, 34FEEM =391, 544 M = 365,
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1AM O AR LT 7 5 FBAMEIN 2 /R L7z 8,
B L UOHSMHBICES C A TTh S X )12
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1980) %#¥Fx, DRI 144, 2 - 344E 5-6
A 3FEITHH L. T2, BIFHRHERE [
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L5 TOLW) I THENEE @ELw, ETHEL W)
D 3DITHEH L7

BEAthELYEDHEE Table 213, HOAMLE
IVELGEICEEINEBREO#HEEZRLIZODT
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2 - 34E4&, 5 - 64EA) x 3 (RN BHER,
S, BEN) ORNEMIBET VN RIT o7, £D
FEER, WThoOREIZBWTH ZEMEHE L &L fafl

ETNOBEENRIFTH - 72,

I & BRI THR & DS 256, MOFEICHRT,
TAEATIIHEENRE L RBIRL22BEN S (2=
438, p < 01), BEMBEEZEIRL 72 WHEHAD L Do
72 (2=-217,p < 05, 2 - 3FETIIHENKEZ
BIRL 2 REL D h o7z (2=-203,p<.05), 5 -
6FEAETIIRENEGZBIRLZRENSLL (2=
227, p < .05), BEMWBEZBRLZREG DL
72 (2=-405p <01, BrwZHFTHEKLVE LY
A, MOEIZHART, 1 4EATIIH ERIES 2380
L72REMNELL (2 =255 p <05, 2 - 3EETIE
BN 2 BN 22 WEIL D o7z (2 = 267, p <
01,

I & BREFCIRARAE L DS B5E, ORI
T, 1HEAETEEEWENEZBIRL-BEIL L (2
=533, p <01, HEMNEFERIRNL - REHFD L
o7z (z=-453,p < 01)s 5 - 64FEAETITH LYK
15, 2 MG & BIN L 72 ED L  (haiiy z = 287,
HEM 2 =391, ZNEN p < 01), BB Z RN
L7WR#EP A o7z (z=-401,p < 01), Bk
Folid & 0 B 556, MOEEITHRT, 144
TIHEWREL BIRL 2 BEIL L (2 =328, p <
01), BEMBEZBIRL2REL D Lho7z (2=
=278, p < 01)o 2 - 3EEATIIHEENKEGZRINL
72RBEMNEL D o7z (2 =235, p< .05 5+ 64FEAET
TS 2 BN L 72 B EAEL L (2 = 245, p <
05), HEMENEZBIRL-REIP D Lehorz (2=
-267,p < 01)o
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H ORI FFEE DS A IR SN 5 BIEOHE & %R
L7 DThb, HBHEE L OHER T L1123 (BE4F)
X 3 (&) OMERIEET VAN AT o720 T O
B WTHOBEIIBWTORAETVOBEE R
Tho7

KA

IFERHFCTHE L FREOS A, oPFEITHR
T, 1HAETEEEWEEZBIRL-BEIL L (2
=196, p <05, 5 6EAETEE o7 (z=
=293, p < 0o HEWAREFTHK L MBEDOHA,
MDOFAEITIART, 1EATIHENRIE L EIRL 2
WHEPE o7z (2=272,p<01)s 5+ 64EETIX

Table 2 BEVMELUSLZBEICREINBREE (%)

BE

RS

144 234 564 1A 2-3EHA 564
(N=46) (N=72) (N=105 (N=46) (N=72) (N=105)

&7 08
HIEM 78.3 41.7 32.4 45.7 15.3 1.9
ERVALD] 17.4 37.5 41.9 30.4 30.6 38.1
TEN 4.3 20.8 25.7 23.9 54.2 60.0
LB
HIEM 43.5 23.6 24.8 34.8 16.7 10.5
EERVALD] 39.1 38.9 53.3 41.3 33.3 52.4
E 17.4 37.5 21.9 23.9 50.0 37.1

Table 3 BTEELMEBDERNHPFAEEDZAICEEZSNDREIE (%)

BA

AR

14 234 5644 144£ 2:-34E4 564EA
(N=46) (N=72) (W=105 (N=46) (N=72) (N=105)

HER 87.0 70.8 55.2 63.0 44.4 17.1
VAL 13.0 26.4 37.1 28.3 44.4 57.1
TEN 0.0 2.8 7.6 8.7 11.1 25.7
E BT

HER 82.6 58.3 44.8 54.3 43.1 23.8
ERVA:S] 15.2 30.6 49.5 41.3 43.1 63.8
EN 2.2 11.1 5.7 4.3 13.9 12.4

Table 4 BEVHEIVENTORERICRESNDRE (%)

BA

EARE A

1A 2:34E4 BeBHEAE 144 2-34E4E BeBIEAE

(V=460 WN=72) (N=

105) (W=46) (WN=72 (N=105)

=28
HIER 28.3 22.2 31.4 41.3 48.6 53.3
EERVA:D] 28.3 37.5 49.5 30.4 37.5 41.0
HEN 435 40.3 19.0 28.3 13.9 5.7
s ANA v
HIER 21.7 23.6 29.5 32.6 41.7 56.2
LY 34.8 44.4 56.2 45.7 33.3 40.0
HEN 435 31.9 14.3 21.7 25.0 3.8
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