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The Trend and Context of the Concept of the “Middle Class”
in the Movement for Improvement of Life in the Taisho Era

Eisuke Hisai

Abstract: The former studies of history of adult education regarded the movement for
improvement of life in the Taisho era as the educational work aimed at new middle class
in cities. On the other hand, the models of life this movement proposed were appropriate
to the life of the upper part of new middle class. In the later Meiji era, the concept of
“middle class” the advocates of improvement of living had used was ambiguous, and often
was accompanied by the expectation of “the core of society”. The idea of “the core of
society” was related to the proposition of “simple life”, which was recommended to the
“middle class” in order to avoid luxurious and corrupt life, and to keep their lives sound.
These ideas influenced the movement for improvement of life even in the Taisho era.
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