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A Change of Music Education in Elementary School and Junior High School in Italy
— Focusing on programs since 1894 —

Ai Onouchi

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine the music education in Italy regarding
changes of programs. As a result, it was found that the music education from the birth of
a “song” to the present is divided into the following four periods: 1) a period when music
was regarded as a means to accomplish the political purpose of fostering the spirit of
patriotism, 2) a period when cognitive contents of music were emphasized, 3) a period
when music was regarded as a means of spiritual education, and 4) a period when music
was regarded as a communication tool closely related to daily life. In Italy, music
education has been greatly influenced by the political matters or trends in the education.
Furthermore, the purpose of music education in Italy has been education through music,
rather than only teaching music. In other words, music is regarded as a means of
education.
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