INEBRFERERETAMRRCE B 6l 2012 209—217

AL SRR SR R B B MaS
A Y B U =2 E BT —

+= 5
= 28]

X %

(20124E10H 2 H=2#E)

The Effect of Instruction on the Reading of Expository Texts:
An Analysis of Retrospective Interviews

Fumio Yoshidome

Abstract: The present study aims to empirically and longitudinally investigate the effects
of reading instructions on 14 Japanese EFL college students with respect to cohesion and
coherence instruction. The students were given three reading comprehension tasks
-writing protocol, the making of a story map and retrospective interview. Attempts were
made to examine writing data and retrospective protocol data from the perspectives of
cohesion understanding, cohesion noticing, coherence understanding and coherence
noticing. The results indicate the following: (1) Cohesion understanding by and large was
observed both among the experimental group and among the upper of the control group
from retrospective data: (2) From cohesion noticing, the experimental group made use of
meta-linguistic connective terms to explain the way they read the text, whereas the
control group did not use cohesion noticing: (3) Coherence understanding was only
observed in the two of the experimental groups. It seemed difficult for low level readers
to read a text with knowledge of discourse structure: (4) From coherence noticing, there
was a big difference between the two groups. The experimental group used connectives
in the text to make it clear to construct meaning relations. The control group did not.
These findings suggest that successive instructions enabled good readers to make use of
information on conceptualizing textual features, and they also enabled low level readers to
learn to cope with discourse texts.

Key words: reading, retrospective interview, cohesion, coherence, conceptual map
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1871 ZETIAB

The American and the Japanese traditional diets do
not share many similarities. Actually, they are very
different. Most Americans are of Northern European
ancestry and meat has always been a main part of
their diet. In contrast, Japan, an island country
surrounded by the sea, has traditionally favored
seafood over meat. Because of this basic difference,
the Japanese diet is low in cholesterol and fat and
high in protein and vitamins. On the other hand, the
American diet is very high in calories and fat. This
basic difference also has health implications.
American people are more prone to suffer from
meat ailments and certain types of cancer than
Japanese people. Lately, many Japanese people,
especially younger generation, have acquired a
liking to American fast food. As result of this,
scientists predict that in the future many Japanese
people will suffer from more food-related diseases.
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