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We may assume that reading is influenced by the difference in interest in text content as
well as lexical ability ( Read, 2000 ) and grammatical ability ( Richards and Schmidt, 2002).
However, conclusive research has not been done on the contribution of interest in text
content on reading. In this study, data were divided into two groups based on test scores.
We then examined how the contribution of lexical ability, grammatical ability, and interest
in text content to understand an outline of a paragraph varies in accordance with the level
of scores. Main result showed that lexical or grammatical ability significantly contributed
in the lower score group with no correlation to the difference in interest in text content.
The paper concludes by arguing that the influence of the difference in interest in text

content on reading varies in accordance with linguistic difficulty of the text.
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Appendix 1 FAFEOKEEZRTR

Appendix 1-1 F¥RMOREEZRUVEEMBEICSH2BAZRICLTERSN 4207 L —TORRGHH
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(TFHXRRAD (RSTSTBAER SIS 185552 HNE~DRRET
PR 39578 By HRBX rEyoRIR o & (B 2 EE)

MOSEHMA) M5 SD MS SD _MS SD MS_SD MS SD__MS_ SD
Upper average Higher score 3.60 084 2.10 110 570 1.06 960 885 380 215 260 052
Lower score 1.10 120 20 125 310 099 780 543 190 173 290 0.57
Whole 2.35 1.61 2.05 111 440 177 870 686 250 205 275 0.71
Lower average Higher score 1.7 1.16 14 107 31 145 42 262 25 227 15 053
Lower score 0.30 048 0.60 084 090 088 56 690 1.3 095 1.2 042
Whole 1.00 1.08 1.00 0.98 200 157 49 4.90 1.7 1.72 135 0.50
Full score 4 4 8 40 8 5
T N—THIL-IBESMEDH Upper average 208 Lower average 204 / Higher score 108 Lower score 1
* Fh, MSIITEHE, SDIIMEREFFhETILRT
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Appendix 2 FAFERBWTHEALEER (FXX F LHE)

D These days, public officials have an ihcreasing need for -information in order to
improve their communities. Qne way to get such information is by conducting surveys on
factors affecting the guality of people’s lives. To this end, a group of researchers decided
to survey five major cities. Airdale, Broadtree, Columbus, Darby, and Eastville. They
evaluated these cities in terms of the local economy, entertainment, access to nature,
public safety, and social welfare. :

@ 1n this survey, Local Economy was estimated by considering the percentage of citizens
employed. Entertainment was defined as the number of music concerts held and movies
shown in the past two years. Access to Nature was determined by counting the number of
public parks in each of the five cities. In order to define Public Safety, the number of
police officers and fire fighters per 10,000 people was counted. Social Welfare was defined
as the proportion of the city budget spent on services for the disabled and elderly.

@ The results are shown in the charts on the next page, in which b represents “Excellent”,

and 0 indicates “Poor”. As the charts show, Airdale has an extremely strong local economy.
A reason for this is the recent entry of two large employers — a computer factory and a
large domestic airport. Broadtree is the most well-balaneed in all five aspects evaluated.
The strength of Columbus lies in the various entertainment opportunities available there,
but this city is also characterized by a poor economy and little access to nature. Darby.
shows its uniqueness most clearly in social welfare; in fact, it was found that more than 5%
of the city budget was spent on facilities for the disabled and elderly there. Eastville
makes a remarkable contrast with Columbus, in that people can enjoy nature but do not

have easy access to concerts and movies.
@ Regarding the survey results, the researchers made three additional points. Firstly,
the most attractive city in this region may be, in general terms, Broadtree, because it

3 : »

received reasonably high scores for all of the criteria. Secondly,
living in a citv is not the same for all people. Attractiveness depends on what factors
people think are important. If people put access to nature above anything else, for
example, they may get the greatest satisfaction from living in Eastville. Lastly, contrary
to popular belief, it is not impossible E have a good economy and easy access to nature at

the same time, as the surveys of Airdale and Eastville indicate.
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(OPurpose and ways of researchers’ surveys @Five major cities to be evaluated

@One way to get an information to improve communities
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® How to define Local Econoﬁly @ How to define Social Welfare

® How to define each of five aspects evaluated in the survey
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® Why Broadtree is the most well-balance

@ The difference between Airdale and Darby

® The results of surveys conducted by a group of researchers
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® Broadtree as the most attractive city ©® Why attractiveness is important

® Some ideas after surveys produced by the researchers
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7. What is in the garden? . What size shoes do you wear ?
7. What is needed is books. '
(2)#b 025 317H folPXEMHBE 2 ROFIE 1 SBRUES CHEMCBALRZS Y,
7. AFEGAE 4. BEFAMRE V. BlFE#RALE




