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There has been a certain amount of not very fruitful dicussion in recent years about ‘fluency’ both
from the teaching and the testing points of view. This is not surprising, for ‘fluency’ is not a defined
term, it is just a label, giving a misleading impression of simplicity to that very complex thing, command
of spoken language.
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Fluency {2 TO—MEIE—ELRIZ, BHENNEKREV S T LICEETHA S,  Webster's
Third New International Dictionary of the English Language (1966) IC X 5%, fluency {3 “versed
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Ttk 5L, fluency BIRD X SICEHZREN T B, “the ability of the speaker to produce



indefinitely many. sentences conforming to the phonological, syntactical and semantic exigencies
of a given natural language on the basis of a finite exposure to a finite corpus of that language. (p.
136)” o> F 12, 1%Id,  « .. this multifaceted phenomenon is characterized by a multiplicity of
performance levels, stemming not only from purely linguistic factors . . .-but influenced in large
measure by extra-linguistic pressures exerted by the speaker-hearer’s environment, personal charac-
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WoILXB L, BEBEORIEIL,  “language which iniriates the utterance”, “language which
indicates that his utterance is continuing, not yet completed.” “language which indicates that he
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a. neutral connectives (e.g.and ...and...and)
b. reinforcing or supplementing connectives (e.g.in fact, in other words, for instance, etc.)
c.

diminishing connectives (e. g. at least, or rather, etc.)
d. softeners (e.g.youknow, I mean, sortof, you see.) -
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