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There is a hue and cry all over the country regarding falling standards of Englisli. It must
be clearly borne in mind that though bad teaching is responsible for the detrioration in
standards, adherence to false and out-moded standards is partly responsible for this noise.
This explains the regret of the English teacher fluency of the older generation of Indian
stundents, who spoke betterEnglish than the Englishman (!) is not to be found today...
In spite of our cry for standards the fact remains that most of our English teachers are
unable to speak the language they are engaged in teaching in a satisfactory manner com-
parable to that of an educated native speaker.

[Italics added.]

Descriptively, the present state of English teaching in the country with the variety of
teaching methods employed, with teachers who speak English as a foreign language them-
selves, who are not aware of the developments in the language use and in language teaching
as a science, and who still use obsolete teahniques of teaching used a generation ago, with an
outmoded syllabus and with an unrealistic, inappropriate and unscientific evaluation system
present a dismal picture.
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