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Figure 1. Perceived distinctiveness as a function of relationship status (#=465)

Table 1
Zero-order correlation coefficients between variables included multiple regression analysis
1 2 3 4 5 Mean SD
1 exclusive support taking -0.34 2.15
perceived distinctiveness 0. 28** 5.37 2.26
ability of support outside opposite-sex 0. 07 0.11* 6.10 1.58
relationships
4 emotional effectiveness of support outside -0.17**  0.08 0. 66** 6.26 1.77
opposite-sex relationships
5 instrumental effectiveness of support outside —0.11* 0.07 0.66%*  0.83** 5.96 1.77
opposite-sex relationships
6 support taking inside opposite-sex —0.49** —0,37** —0.15%* -0,15%* -0.20** 3.20 1.63
relationships
=*p<.01, * p<.05
Table 2
Exclusive support taking as a function of perceived distinctivenes of the relationships
b t-value df p-value VIF
perceived distinctiveness 0.31 6. 87 424 0.01 1.01
emotional effectiveness of support outside opposite-sex relationships -0.19 4,10 424 0.01 1.01

Note. F(2,424)=30. 10, p<.01, Adj.R?*=.12, n=427

TR (a=.91), EHBFEDE (0=.94), BLUERN
T (@=.92) TNETRICBWTHYHEEOFEYAE
BHL, 2hasdmydF— FoFEE, HHNEME,
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B (AT v 7V XES) 2707, AVRERENT
NOFEHE L ERERE, 20CCERMO 0 KERE
Table 1 IZ57 T,

EHEUFOTOHER, Table 217 T X 51T, AENLLE
LB R— hOFHBENEIC L ARBERHILT
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Table 3
Zero-order correlation coefficients between variables included multiple regression analysis

cooperative  uncooperative perceived

orientation orentation  distinctiveness commitment satisfaction  investment Mean SD

cooperative

orientation 7.19 0.96
uncooperative -0.41%* 4.33 L11

orientation
perceived 0. 48** -0.38** 721 132

distinctiveness
commitment 0.36** -0.29** 0. 45** 6.02 1.07
satisfaction 0.38%* 0. 36** 0.42*%* 0. 60** i 6.87 1.53
investment 0.17 0. 18t 0.38** 0.22* 0.22* 5.51 1.98
comparison level 0.39* 0.37%* -0.30%* 0.20**  0.53** 015 371 LS55

for alternatives

** p<.01, * p<.05,Tp<.10
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Figure 2. Cooperative and uncooperative orientation as a function of perceived distinctiveness of romantic relationship

(n=93)
Table 4
Cooperative orientation as a function of perceived distinctiveness and variables of interdependence

b t-value df p-value VIF
perceived distinctiveness 0.40 4.19 84 0.01 .11
commitment
satisfaction
investment
comparison level for alternatives -0.30 3.15 84 0.01 1.11

Note. F(2,84)=19. 83, p<.01, Adj.R?*=.30, n=87
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Table 5
Uncooperative orientation as a function of perceived distinctiveness and variables of interdependence

b t-value df p-value VIF
perceived distinctiveness —0.43 4.37 84 0.01 1.26
commitment
satisfaction
investment 0.37 3.88 84 0.01 1.16
comparison level for alternatives 0.31 3.38 84 0.01 1.11

Note. F(3, 83)=15. 14, p<.01, Adj.R?=.33, n=87
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The influence of perceived distinctiveness in romantic relationships on the cooperative and

uncooperative orientations of lovers

TOSHIHIKO SOUMA (Faculty of Humanities, Kyushu Women's University)
MITSUHIRO URA (Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University)

In this study, we examined whether the perceived distinctiveness in romantic relationships affects how romantic
partners act toward their partners. Four-hundred and seventy-four undergraduates participated in a questionnaire
survey. It was found that the level of perceived distinctiveness bolsters cooperativeness, while inhibiting
uncooperativeness amongst partners. Furthermore, the influence process of perceived distinctiveness on these
orientations was found to be independent of interdependence variables (comparisons for alternatives, satisfaction,
investment, and commitment; see Rusbult, 1983). These results suggest romantic partners who perceive their
relationship as possessing greater distinctiveness may find it difficult to undertake uncooperative actions. We
discussed the possibility that perceived distinctiveness of romantic relationships could result in maladaptation

between the partners.

Key Words: perceived distinctiveness, romantic relationship, cooperative/uncooperative orientations, exclusivity

20064£11 A 21 H 254
20084F 68 4HZH





