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9. The Trojan war was still more famous than the expedition in search of
the golden fleece. Troy was a large city on the Asiatic side of the Hellespont,
which is now called the Dardanelles. Paris, the son of the Trojan king, had
stolen away the wife of Menelaus, a Greek prince.

10. All the Grecian kings combined together to punish this offence. They
sailed to Troy in twelve hundred vessels, and took the city after a siege of
ten years. This event is supposed to have occurred eleven hundred and
ninety'three years before the Christian era.

11. But most historians are of opinion that the Trojan war was a much



less important affair than Homer has represented it to be. Poets do not
always tell the truth; and Homer was the father and chief of poets. He was

a blind old man, and used to wander about the country, reciting his verses.
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