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2. HRF Y v IO TEAEM - JFiEMI OXRR
TRFEY v ED TEF] RFICEAL TR, RENARGEFE THHENLONT

WBH, RITHEEEZE AN S S £ R A TP & U T Benedetti (1983) 22517
HZENHED, FZTOHRBOPLIE TTH) ZEHEZEDFIERF iné THD
M, ERRBFEVWIBRNTOMELZEET S0, IhEMILTD TEH]
FHOFEFRDb MU SN TS, ThICLD &, FHL A THEER CELT
WBEEENTH Z0ICHL. TEH] BRIOBKREOREIZEL->T. =20
AT Z V51T D (Benedetti, 1983:45-46),
(1) {éeakov €mi xfovi GDN' dvBpdmwy Hes.Op. 907

MR EIC AR OBEMMEATW )
(2) Tawias éxovta énl Ths Kedakiis Tdvu moAAds, Pl.Smp. 212e

RO EICVRZEESEADITTI
(3) kpépacer dopputyya Myetav / abrod Umép kedariis Hom.Od. 8, 67-8

Tl % L EB<BEEHROHOLEICAHLE]
(4) Umép Bardoons kal xBovds ToTwévoLS AAg. 576

MLEOLEMATNE]
Erxhaxg ( TAROER) TUR>) ) NEER (Kt T#EH ) ©
FEF] gL TS LRI, fTEH eni BEASNB1-2), AED M
i) 2RE, ASHOHBED B EBOSIUL (M2 & I5H) . REE
w1 & - BE)) | RTEBRF onép ANBIEND(34). £z, F—OXHICHRTE
FINH R EDL N B F & L TEMNET ST (p. 46, note 43).
(5) Mayév Te olTws TO pév Umép yiis wdhoTa Tadov TabTa Xxdhala, 70 8’ éml yiis
KpUOTAMOS, TO 8¢ NTToV HLTayés Te Ov €L, TO pév Umep yiis ab xLwy, 76 8’ ém

Yiis ovpumayéy €k dpéaov yevduevov mdxvn AéyeTal. PLTi. 5%



[ZD&IIEEICKRERMEMEZT, Ko LA TERET 2 H 0L M#E .
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EEREFORILIZENS 19, Lizt> T, PHEREOBRETIL, BRAEH
D TEHEEM) ORBANTSRRAZEHZTE ST, [EAEM) REAELFAL
SEATFITV-EERL TV, &Bbha, .

5. &%

HHEOE | HITHTZREREIZAL., sETEgIh Lz
RKDOEIHWII2D, HRETHHRMRETD [ LH 0% - JEEM) JESHRE
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The Diachronic Change of the Linguistic Categorization:

Based on an Analysis of the Semantic Criterion £[SUPERIOR CONTACT] in Greek

Takashi TACHIBANA

In Ancient Greek (AG) and Standard Modern Greek (SMG), the semantic criterion
+[SUPERIOR CONTACT] is relevant'to the linguistic categorization in that both periods have
distinct forms to materialize it (1 e the prepositions €ni vs. Umép in AG and the complex
prepositions Tdvw ce vs. mavw amd in SMG respectively). Naturally, this can not imply
that every diachronic stage of Greek was sensitive to this criterion. For instance, it is not
certain whether Medieval Greek was equipped with the same categorization based on the
criterion as in AG and SMG. In order to ascertain it, we analyze in this paper the texts in
Medieval Vernacular Greek dated back to the 12th - 16th centuries.

Careful examination of numerous representative texts in this period reveals that
examples abound which realize the semantic feature +[SUPERIOR CONTACT]. The syntactic
pattern which represents this feature is basically the same as that of Modern Greek (i.e.
spatial adverb + the preposition €Ls, or its new formge). On the other hand, it is rather
rare to find the cases which depict the situation of -[SUPERIOR CONTACT]. A small number
of examples, however, can be observed which include semantic contexts that would be
categorized as -[SUPERIOR CONTACT] — expressed by mavew amdé — in SMG. Such contexts

are classified into three types:

1) 'for a located object to fly over a reference object’
2) 'to build a located object ("bridge") over a reference object ("river")’

3) 'to wear a located object (“clothes") over a reference object ("clothes”)’
In our corpus, these contexts are expressed by means of the following syntactic patterns:

amdvw + €LS + accusative noun
amavwbedv / amavwbeor + accusative noun
aravedio + accusative noun

€TMdvw + accusative pronoun

dvwBer + genitive noun



It is noteworthy that none of these includes the preposition amé, which is necessarily used
for -[SUPERIOR CONTACT] in SMG. In addition, the fact that some of them (amdvw + €15 +
accusative, GvwBev + genitive) can be used also to express +[SUPERIOR CONTACT] seems to
suggest that the semantic criterion [SUPERIOR CONTACT] was not so important as in AG or
SMG. This can be supported by another observation: examples with spatial adverb + awé
found in the corpus basically indicate the motion of a located object downwards from a
reference object, in which case the preposition amé still preserves its basic meaning
‘from'. Within our corpus, the cases including amé (or its equivalent ex) which describes
the situation of -[SUPERIOR CONTACT] cannot be found before the 16th century.

The results attained by the examination above seem to enable us to infer that the
semantic criterion *[SUPERIOR CONTACT] is not necessarily a relevant feature during the
medieval period, although it contributed to the linguistic categorization both in Ancient
and Modern Greek .

From the viewpoint of general linguistics, this small study illustrates that the linguistic
categorization in two historical periods of a language, however stable it seems, does not
always have positive implication on a linguistic categorization in an intermediate period

between them.



