
 

 

MIZOTA 1 

New  Light  on  t he  Mutua l  Omi s s i on  o f  Mark 14 :51 -52  

i n  Mat thew  and  Luke  (D i scus s i on  Paper )  

 

MIZOTA Sa t o sh i
∗
 

 

1 .  P res uppos e  

     Th i s  a r t i c l e  i nv e s t i ga t e s  why  Ma rk  14 : 51 -52  i s  a b s en t  i n  

Ma t t h ew  and  Luke .  Th e r e  v e r se s  i n  qu e s t i o n  a r e ;   

 

ka i .  n e an i , s k o j  t i j  s un hkolou , q e i  a u v tw / |  p er i b e b lhm e , n o j  
s i n d o , n a  e v p i .  g umno u / (  k a i .  k rat ou / s i n  au v t o , n )  o `  d e .  k a t al ipw . n  
t h . n  s i ndo , n a gu mn o . j  e ; f u g e n )  
 

And  a  ce r t a i n  yo ung  man  was  f o l l ow ing  H im,  wea r i ng  

no th i ng  bu t  a  l i n en  s he e t  o v e r  h i s  n a ked  body ;  a nd  t h e y  

s e i z ed  h im .  Bu t  h e  l e f t  t h e  l i n en  s h ee t  be h i nd ,  a nd  e s cap ed  

na ked .
1
  

 

     Fo r  t h e  s a ke  o f  s imp l i c i t y,  we  mus t  s t a r t  w i th  t he  p r emi s e  

t ha t  Ma r k  i s  t h e  f i r s t  Gospe l .  I f  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  t h en  t h e  omi s s i on  

o f  t h e  Ma rc an  p as s a ge  i n  qu e s t i o n  i n  bo t h  Ma t t hew  and  Luke  was  a  

de l i b e r a t e  d e c i s i on .  

     Su rp r i s i n g l y,  f ew r e fe r enc es  h a ve  been  made  t o  t h i s  omi s s i on .  

Fo r  ex amp l e ,  Howa rd  M.  J a c ks on  mer e l y  wr i t e s  abou t  t h e  omi s s i on  

                                                 
∗
 H i r o sh ima  Un iv e r s i t y ;  G radua t e  Sch oo l  o f  In t e gr a t ed  A r t s  and  

Sc i en c e  (Doc t o r a l  Cou r s e ) .  E -ma i l :  x q j h f34 5@gma i l . com 
1
 I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  NASB  i s  u s ed  f o r  qu o t a t i o n s  i n  Eng l i s h .  
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a s  f o l l ows :  “ I  s h a l l  no t  d i g r e s s  t o  co ns i de r  t he  i s s ue  why  Ma t t h ew  

and  Luke  omi t  t h em.
2
”  Scho l a r s  s e em  t o  wan t  t o  avo i d  men t i on i ng  

t h i s  p r ob l em.  

Up  t o  t he  p r e s en t  d a y t he r e  i s  no  s a t i s f a c to r y  ex p l an a t i o n  fo r  

t h e  mu tu a l  u nde r s t and i n g  t o  commen t  on  t he s e  v e r s e s .  Bu t  wh y d i d  

Ma t t h ew  and  Luke  omi t  t h e  pa s s a ge?  

 

2 .  F l i gh t  o f  t he  You th  and  t he  You th  o f  t he  Empt y  Tomb  in  Mark  

     P e rh aps  t h e  pos s i b i l i t y  o f  i d e n t i f y i ng  t h e  f l ee i ng  you t h  o f  

14 : 51 - 52  w i t h  t he  you t h  o f  t h e  t omb  i n  16 : 5  o f f e r s  t h e  ke y t o  t h i s  

p rob l em.  The  v e r s e  s t a t e s :  “And  en t e r i n g  t h e  t omb ,  t h e y  s aw  a  

yo ung  man  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  r i gh t ,  we a r i ng  a  wh i t e  r ob e ;  an d  t h e y wer e  

amazed”  (Mk .  16 : 5 ) .  A l t ho ugh  some  s t ud i e s  h av e  b een  made  on  t h i s  

i d en t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  a g r e emen t  among  s cho l a r s .  In  f ac t ,  

wha t  s e ems  t o  h av e  b een  l ac k i ng  i n  t h e  d i s cu s s i ons  t o  d a t e  h as  b e en  

an y s a t i s f a c t o r y  e xp l ana t i o n  a s  t o  why  Ma t t h ew  and  Luke  ha ve  

omi t t ed  an y  r e f e r ence  t o  t h e  you t h  i n  t h e  Ga rd en .  

     I f  we  r e ga r d  Ma rk  a s  t he  f i r s t  Gos pe l ,  we  ca nno t  e a s i l y  

i den t i f y  t h e  announce r  o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i on  o f  J e s u s  i n  t he  emp t y  

t omb  a s  an  a nge l .  We  c an  on l y  d educ e  h i s  i d en t i f i c a t i o n  a s  a n  ange l  

                                                 
2
 Howa rd  M.  J a cks on ,  “Wh y The  You t h  Shed  H i s  C l oak  and  F l ed  

Naked :  Th e  Mean in g  and  pu rpos e  o f  Mar k  14 : 51 -52 , ”  JBL  116 / 2  

( 1997 ) :  2 73 .  
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f r om t h e  o t h e r  Gos pe l s  a nd  l a t e r  wo r ks .  Mor eove r,  we  c anno t  c i t e  

w i t h  an y c e r t a i n t y  an y  sp ec i f i c  v e r s e s  o f  t h e  O ld  Te s t amen t  t o  

j u s t i f y  r ega r d i ng  t h e  you t h  a s  a n  ange l .  We  h ave  no  r a t i o na l  

f ounda t i o n  f o r  b e l i ev in g  t ha t  t h e  “you t h”  o f  1 6 : 5  i s  a n  a nge l .  

The r e fo r e ,  a s  l ong  a s  we  unde r s t and  Ma rk  t o  be  t h e  “ s ou r c e”  

a c coun t ,  we  s hou l d  conc l ude  t h a t  t h e  “you t h ”  o f  t h e  emp t y  t omb  i n  

Mk .  16 : 5  means  l i t e r a l l y  a  “ you t h . ”  I n  t he  l a t e r  Gos pe l s  and  o t h e r  

Ch r i s t i a n  wor ks ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  announce r  o f  J e su s  Ch r i s t ’s  

r e s u r r e c t i o n  was  changed ,  and  e a ch  s ubs equen t  a u t ho r  c han ge s  t he  

cha r a c t e r  a nd  number  o f  t h e  announce r.  

 

3 .  The  You th’s  Ex chang i ng  o f  t h e  “S i ndon”  w i th  J es us  

     I f  t h e  you t h  i s  no t  an  an ge l  bu t  a  human  b e in g ,  i t  t u r n s  ou t  

t h a t  he  wou ld  h ave  b e en  t he  f i r s t  p e r s on  t o  h av e  known  o f  t h e  

r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s ,  no t  l e a s t  b e c au s e  o f  wha t  h e  s a i d .  I f  t h e  

yo u t h  i s  no t  an  ange l  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  h uman  e yew i tn es s ,  we  c anno t  

he l p  r e ga rd i n g  t h e  yo u t h  a s  a  c e r t a i n  d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s .  St ephen  B .  

Ha t t on  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  you t h  o f  1 4 : 51 -52  s emas i o lo g i ca l l y  imp l i e s  

s ome  d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s  b e caus e  t h e  a u t ho r  o f  Ma r k  d ep i c t s  t h e  you t h  

a s  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  who  was  f o l l ow i ng  (sunhkol ou , q e i )  J e su s .  He  

s ugge s t s  t h a t  h i s  f o l l ow ing  evo ke s  t h e  image  o f  d i s c i p l e s h i p  o f  

J e s u s .  Ha t t o n  a l s o  po i n t s  ou t  t h a t  t h e  v e r b  suna kol ouq e , w  a pp ea r s  
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on l y  i n  5 : 37  i n  Ma rk .
3
 I t  s eems  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much  ju s t i c e  i n  

Ha t t on ’s  t h eo r y,  b e caus e  h e  de duces  t he  b as i s  f o r  h i s  t h eo r y  on l y  

f r om th e  ex i s t i n g  ( i . e .  n on - s uppos ed )  t ex t  o f  Ma rk .  The r e fo r e  i f  t h e  

yo u t h  o f  14 : 51 - 52  i s  on e  o f  J e su s ’ d i s c i p l e s ,  we  s hou l d  equa t e  t h e  

yo u t h  o f  1 6 : 5  w i t h  t he  suppos ed  d i s c i p l e s  i n  14 : 51 -5 2 .  

     The  i de n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  two  “nean i s ko i ”  wi l l  n a t u ra l l y  l e ad  u s  

f u r t he r  i n t o  a  cons id e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e nce  o f  t h e i r  c l o t hes .  The  

yo u t h  o f  14 : 51 - 52  h as  on  a  l i n en  c l o t h  (s in dw , n ) ,  wh i l e  t he  on e  i n  

16 : 5  h a s  on  a  wh i t e  r ob e  (s t olh .  l e u kh , ) .  Th i s  w i l l  a l l ows  u s  t o  

i n t e rp r e t  t h a t  t h e  you t h  c han ge s  h i s  own  bu r i a l  ou t f i t  d ep i c t e d  a s  

si n dw , n  i n t o  a  wh i t e  r ob e .  We  s ho u l d  a vo i d  s e ek i ng  t he  i n t ended  u s e  

o f  “ s i ndon”  i n t o  t h e  ex t e rn a l  and  p r ec eded  books  ex cep t  Mar k .  I t  i s  

mos t  impo r t an t  h ow  th e  au t ho r  o f  Mar k  u s e s  t h e  t e rm “s i ndon”  i n  

h i s  Go spe l .  A t  l e a s t ,  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Ma r k  h imse l f  d e t e rmin ab l y  

exp r es s es  t he  i n t ended  u s e  o f  J e s u s ’ “ s i ndon”  a s  a  b u r i a l  ou t f i t :  

“And  J o se ph  bough t  a  l i n en  c l o t h ,  t oo k  H im d own ,  w rapped  H im i n  

t he  l i n en  c l o t h  (s in dw , n ) ”  (Mk .  15 : 46 ) .  I n  f ac t ,  when  t he  r e ade r  

r e ads  t h a t  f a r,  h e  c an  r e a l i z e  i n  h i nd s i gh t  t h a t  t h e  i n t ended  u s e  o f  

t h e  you th s  “ s i ndon”  i n  t h e  a l r e ad y- r e ad  14 : 51 - 52  i s  a  b u r i a l  o u t f i t  

i n  t he  s ame  way.  

                                                 
3
 St ephen  B .  Ha t t on ,  “Ma rk ’s  Naked  D i s c i p l e :  The  S emio t i c s  and  

Comed y o f  Fo l l owi ng . ”  Neo t  35  ( 20 01 ) :  37 -8 .  
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     We  s hou ld  n o t i c e  t ha t  t h e  you t h  ex chan ge  t he  bu r i a l  o u t f i t  

w i t h  J e s u s  i n  con t ex t .  Even  i f  t h e  ev en t s  i n  14 : 51 -5 2  an d  16 : 5  was  

a c t u a l l y  o cc u r r ed ,  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Mar k  i n t end s  t o  add  t h e  s t o r y  and  

t o  a r r ange  i t  b e c au se  h e  app r e c i a t e s  t he  me t a - l ev e l  s i gn i f i c an ce  t he  

h i s t o r i ca l  e ven t  co nve yed ,  t hou gh  we  do  no t  ne ed  t o  go  t ha t  f a r.  

     I f  wha t  t h e  you t h  l e f t  b eh i nd  i n  t h e  ga r de n  i s  a  bu r i a l  ou t f i t ,  

t h e  mean i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  you t h  l e f t  h i s  d ea t h .  Wha t  h e  was  e s c ap i ng  

f r om was  no t  p r ep a r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  d e a t h  bu t  i t s e l f .  Th i s  d i s t i nc t i o n  i s  

ve r y  impor t an t .  Th i s  i s  t h e  on l y  po s s i b l e  i n t e rp r e t a t i on  f o r  t h e  

“ex change ”  o f  c l o t hes  worn  b y  t h e  yo u t h  a nd  J e s u s .  B y t h i s  

ex change ,  t h e  au t ho r  i n t end s  t o  ex p r e s s  t h e  d ea t h - fo r - s a lv a t i on  o f  

J e s u s .  The r e fo r e ,  t h e  you t h  i n  t he  “ s i ndon”  ha s  o n  de a t h  i t s e l f .  In  

Ma r can  con t ex t ,  i f  t h e  you t h  we r e  a r r e s t ed ,  h e  wou l d  h ave  d i ed  on  

t he  c ro s s  w i t h  J e s u s  w i t hou t  do ub t .  However  h e  r an  away.  The  

r e a son  fo r  h i s  f l i gh t  p r e s en t s  no  p rob l em a t  a l l .  A f t e r  a l l ,  J e s u s  

d i ed  s o  t h a t  t h e  you t h  co u l d  l i v e .  The  you t h  was  e s c a p i ng  f r om 

dea t h  i t s e l f ,  wh i l e  J e s u s  d i ed  t he  d ea t h  o f  t h e  you th  on  h i s  bod y i n  

con t ex t .  

 

4 .  On  t he  Whi t e  Robe  

     Nex t ,  we  s hou l d  t h i nk  abou t  wha t  t h e  wh i t e  r ob e  r ep r e s en t s .  

The  ad j e c t i ve  l e uk o , j ,  wh i ch  mean s  “wh i t e , ”  app e a r s  o n l y  tw i ce  i n  
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t he  Gospe l  o f  Ma rk .  Th es e  two  v e r s e s  a r e  t h e  16 : 5  an d  9 : 3 .  The  

f o rme r  i s  u s ed  f o r  t h e  co l o r  o f  t h e  yo u t h ’s  r obe  (s to lh . ) ,  wh i l e  t he  

l a t t e r  e xp r e s s e s  t h e  cond i t i on  o f  J e s u s ’ ga rmen t s  ( i ` m a , t i a )  i n  t h e  

t r an s f i gu r a t i o n  o f  J e s u s .  Th i s  “wh i t e ”  i n  t h e  J e s u s ’ t r an s f i gu r a t i on  

imp l i e s  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i on  o f  J e s u s ,  b e ca use  “ and  a s  t h e y we r e  coming  

down  f r om t h e  moun t a i n ,  He  gave  t h em o r d e r s  no t  t o  r e l a t e  t o  

an yone  wha t  t h e y had  s e en ,  u n t i l  t h e  Son  o f  Man  s hou l d  r i s e  f r om 

t he  d e ad”  (Mk .  9 : 9 ) .  I n  o t he r  wor ds ,  t h e  r ea de r s  i n fe r  f r om t h e  

t r an s f i gu r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  i n t o  “wh i t e”  wha t  e ven t  i s  t h e  

r e s u r r e c t i o n  s t o r y  wh i ch  doe s  n o t  ex i s t  i n  Ma r k .  I f  i t  i s  po s s i b l e  t o  

i den t i f y  t h e  you th  i n  14 : 51 - 52  and  one  i n  16 : 5 ,  t h e  r e su r r e c t i on  

t r an s f i gu r a t i o n  o f  t h e  you t h  i s  exp re s s ed  b y  t h e  ch ange  o f  h i s  

c lo t h es .  The r e f o r e ,  t h e  yo u t h  i n  1 6 : 5  h as  b e en  r e s u r r e c t ed ,  b e c au s e  

i t  i s  ex p r es s ed  t h a t  he  h as  b e en  t r an s f i gu r ed  f o r  t h e  ch ange  o f  h i s  

r ob e ’s  co l o r.  

 

5 .  Ana logy  B e tween  Pe t e r  a nd  t he  Two  You ths  i n  Mark  

     I t  f o l l ows  f r om wha t  h a s  b e en  s a i d  t ha t  t h e  you t h  i s  a  d i s c i p l e  

who  s u rv i v ed  t h e  i nc i d en t  o f  J e su s ’ a r r e s t ,  a nd  t ha t  h e  was  d ea d  b y  

t he  t ime  wh en  t he  a u t ho r  o f  Mar k  wro t e  h i s  Go sp e l .  We  mus t  a c c ep t  

t h a t  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Ma r k  p e r c e i v ed  t he  you th  t h e  d i s c i p l e  t o  be  

s pec i a l  b e caus e  i t  was  he  who  p ro c l a ims  f i r s t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  
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J e su s .  As  I  h av e  a l r e ad y s t a t ed ,  b e cau se  t h e  you t h  i n  16 : 5  i s  n o t  a n  

ange l  b u t  a  h uman  be i ng ,  h e  was  t he  f i r s t  p e r son  t o  h ave  known  o f  

t he  r e s u r r e c t i on  o f  J e s u s .  In t e r e s t i n g l y,  i f  Ma r k  i s  t h e  f i r s t  Gospe l ,  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  you t h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  w i t ne s s  o f  J e s u s ’ r e su r r e c t i on  

co r r e spond s  w i t h  t h e  t e s t imony  t ha t  P e t e r  wa s  t h e  p e r s on  who  

expe r i en ced  t h e  f i r s t  a ppe a r an ce  o f  J e su s  i n  I  Co r.  Ch ap .  15 .  I t  i s  

l i k e l y  t ha t  P e t e r  d i ed  un t i l  t h e  f i r s t  Gospe l  was  w r i t t e n .  

     Even  t h ough  th e  pe r s on  who  a nnounced  t h e  Re su r r e c t i on  i n  

Ma rk  i s  P e t e r  b as ed  on  r e ga rd i n g  t h e  two  you t h s  a s  t he  s ame ,  we  

have  no  n eed  t o  r e ga r d  t h e  announce r s  o f  t h e  o t he r  Gos pe l s  a s  t he  

s ame .  The re  i s  t h e  announce r ’s  r o l e  i nh e r en t  i n  Ma rk  a s  t h e  f i r s t  

Gospe l ,  and  t h e  announce r s  o f  t h e  s equen t  Gospe l s  h av e  t h e  r o l e  

i nh e r en t  i n  e a ch  r e spe c t i v e  Gospe l .  Un t i l  now,  we  h ave  b l u r r ed  t h e  

d i s t i nc t i v e  r o l e s  o f  t h e  a nnounc e r s ’ d i s r e ga rd i ng  t h e  d i f f e r en ce  i n  

t he  a cc oun t s  o f  t h e  s ubs equ en t  Go spe l s .  The  announce r  o f  J e s u s ’ 

r e s u r r e c t i o n  i n  Ma rk  i s  a l s o  a s so c i a t ed  w i t h  t h e  f l e e i ng  yo u t h  t he  

a c coun t  o f  whom  i s  p e cu l i a r  t o  Ma rk .  The  f ac t  t h a t  bo t h  Mat t hew  

and  Luke  mu tu a l l y  omi t s  t h e  you th ’s  f l i gh t  o f  Mk .  14 : 5 1 -52  make s  

i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  au t ho r s  o f  Ma t t h ew  and  Luke  cou l d  unde r s t and  t h e  

s i gn i f i ca nce  o f  t h e  you t h ’s  f l i gh t  o f  Mk .  14 : 51 - 52 .  In  f a c t ,  t h e s e  

two  au t ho r s  s e em t o  h ave  omi t t ed  t h i s  pa r t i c u l a r  pas s age  o f  t h e  

p r e c ede  Ma rk  i n  o rde r  t o  amend  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  emp t y  t omb  i n  
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Ma t t h ew  and  Luke .  

 

6 .  The  True  Na ture  o f  t he  Prob l em  

     Ne i l  Q .  Hami l t on  p r e suppos es  t h a t  t h e  con t r ove r s y  w i t h  t h e  

Saddu ce es  (1 2 : 18 ff . )  i n  o rd e r  t o  unde r s t and  t h e  connec t i o n  b e tween  

t he  f l e e i n g  yo u t h  and  t h e  you t h  i n  t he  emp t y  t omb  i n  Ma rk .
4
 

Hami l t o n  r ega rd s  t he  two  you t h s  a s  “ a  w i t n es s  t y in g  t o ge t h e r  t h e  

a r r e s t  a nd  t h e  emp t y  t omb  as  we l l  a s  t h e  ange l i c  me ss en ge r. ”
5
 

Mo reove r  h e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  J e s u s  an swe r  i n  t h i s  con t r ove r s y  ( i . e .  

“Th ey  n e i t he r  ma r r y  no r  a r e  g i v en  i n  mar r i a ge ,  bu t  a r e  l i k e  ange l s  

i n  h e aven” )  s hows  th a t  Ma rk  d i d  no t  h ave  a  ma t e r i a l i s t i c  v i ew  o f  

t he  r e s u r r e c t i on  bod y wh i ch  wou l d  r eq u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  co r p se  

f r om t h e  t omb ,  and  t h i s  con t r ov e r s y  i n  Mark  i s  co ns i s t en t  w i t h  I  

Co r. 15 .
6
 

     Hami l t on  ha s  a  su r e  e ye  w i t h  t h e  ex c ep t ion  t h a t  Mar k  d i d  no t  

hav e  ma t e r i a l i s t i c  v i ew.  Howeve r  t h i s  con t r ov e r s y  w i t h  Saddu ce es  

do es  no t  s e rve  t o  e xp l a i n  t he  o t h e r  v e r s e s  i n  Ma rk  i t s e l f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

s hows  t he  i n f l uen ce  o f  Mk .  14 : 51 -52  on  Ma t t .  27 :51 - 53 ,  and  t o  

Luke  24 : 13 -35 .  In  o t he r  wo rds ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Mar k ,  t h e  

                                                 
4
 Ne i l  Q .  Hami l t on ,  “Re su r r e c t i o n  Tr a d i t i on  and  t h e  Compos i t i on  

o f  Ma r k , ”  JBL ,  86  (1965 ) ,  4 15 -21 .  
5
 i d em 417 .  

6
 i d em 417 -18 .  
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au t ho r s  o f  bo t h  Ma t t hew  and  Luke  p r e suppos e  t h e  s imi l e  t h a t  t ho s e  

who  r i s e  f r om t h e  de ad  “ a r e  l i k e  ange l s  i n  h eaven”  i n  t h e  

con t r ov e r s y  wi t h  S adducees .  

     The  au t ho r s  o f  t h e  subs equen t  Gospe l s  expanded  t he  sp ec i f i c  

pa s s age s ,  b e caus e  i t  i s  a cc ep t ab l e  t h a t  t h e  numbe r  and  ac t i o n  o f  

announc e r s  who  c onveyed  n ews  o f  J e s u s ’ r e s u r r e c t i on  i s  d i f f e r en t ;  

i . e .  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Ma t t h ew expound ed  on  t h e  R esu r r ec t i o n  o f  Sa i n t s  

(Ma t t .  27 : 5 1 -53 ) ,  Luke  expounded  t he  Emmaus  (Luke  24 : 13 - 35 ) .  

The s e  sp e c i f i c  p a s s a ge s  a r e  a s s oc i a t ed  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r en ce  o f  t h e  

announc e r s ’ r o l e  and  t h e i r  numbe r  i n  t he  emp t y  t omb  o f  e a ch  

go sp e l .  

     Ac cep t i ng  t h i s  a s  a  p r emi se ,  we  sh a l l  d i s cu s s  i t  i n  d e t a i l  i n  

r e s pe c t  o f  r ed ac t i o ns  i n  t h e  Gospe l  o f  Ma t t h ew  an d  Luke .   

 

7 .  Redac t i on s  i n  Ma t thew  

     The  au t ho r  o f  Ma t th ew  unde r s t ood  th e  conne c t i on  b e tween  

t he  f l e e i n g  you t h  w i t h  t h e  you t h  o f  t h e  emp t y  t omb  i n  Ma rk .  Then ,  

a long  t he  l i n e s  o f  t h e  conn ec t ion ,  t h e  a u t ho r  o f  Mat t h ew  omi t t ed  

t he  f l ee i ng  you t h ,  a nd  r ew ro t e  t h e  r e s p ec t  t o  a  yo u t h  i n  Mark ’s  

emp t y  t omb  t o  b e  “an  an ge l  o f  t h e  Lo rd ”  (a ; g g e lo j  ku ri , ou  ;  Ma t t .  

28 : 2 ) .  

     U l r i ch  Luz  i n s i s t s  t h a t  Ma t t .  2 7 : 51 -53  i s  c l o s e l y  connec t e d  t o  
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t he  emp t y  t omb  o f  Ma t th ew  ( 28 : 1 -10 ) .  Mo reove r  Luz  sa ys  t h a t  t h e  

g r e a t  ea r t hquake  i n  t h e  emp t y  t omb  o f  Ma t t h ew  make s  t he  r e ad e r s  

r emembe r  t h e  Resu r r ec t i o n  o f  t h e  Sa i n t s  ( 27 : 51 )  b y  

“ t omb”(mnhm e i / o n  2 7 : 52 , 53 /  28 : 8 ) ,  “ s h ake /  e a r t hquake ” (s e i ,w  2 7 : 51 /  

s e ismo , j  28 : 2 ,  4 ) ,  and  t h e  roo t  “ f e a r ”  (fo b -  2 7 : 54 /  2 8 : 4 , 5 , 8 , 10 ) . 7  

And  f u r t h e r,  on  t he  R e su r r e c t i on  o f  Sa i n t s ,  A ra i  Sa sa gu  s a ys ,  

“a cc o rd i ng  t o  Ma t t hew,  t he  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d ea t h  b e g i n s  t o  

co i n c id e  w i t h  t h e  J e su s ’ d e a t h . ”
8
 Tho s e  two  i n d i c a t i ons  a r e  ve r y  

c r i t i ca l .  Ba s ed  on  t hos e  i nd i c a t i o n s ,  we  c an  unde r s t a nd  t h e  

omi s s i on  o f  t h e  f l i gh t  you t h  and  th e  mod i f i ca t i on  o f  t h e  you t h  i n t o  

“an  a nge l  o f  t h e  Lo rd . ”   

     The  au t ho r  o f  Ma t t h ew  s e ems  t o  unde r s t and  t h e  Mar can  t ex t  

a s  f o l l ows :  Ba s ed  on  th e  connec t i on  b e tween  Mk .  14 : 51 - 52  and  16 : 5 ,  

t h e  a u t ho r  o f  Ma t t hew r e ga rd ed  t he  you t h  o f  t h e  emp t y  t omb  i n  

Ma rk  a s  a  c e r t a i n  d i s c i p l e .  Anyway,  i t  i s  u nc l e a r  whe t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  

au t ho r  r e co gn i z ed  t he  d i s c ip l e  a s  Pe t e r,  b a s ed  on  t h e  conne c t i on  

w i t h  J e s u s ’ t r an s f i gu r a t i o n  ( 9 : 3 ) .  Be  t h a t  a s  i t  may,  t h e  au t ho r  o f  

Ma t t h ew  i n t e rp re t ed  t h e  you t h  d r e s s ed  i n  a  wh i t e  r ob e  a s  a  c e r t a i n  

de ad  d i s c i p l e  who  ha s  b e en  r e s u r re c t ed .  Th e r e fo r e ,  i f  t h i s  d e ad  

                                                 
7
 U l r i ch  Luz ,  Mat th ew  21 -28 :  Hermene ia  –  A Cr i t i c a l  a nd  

H i s t o r i ca l  Commen ta r y  o n  t h e  B i b l e  ( t r an s .  J ames  E .  C ro uch ;  

Min eapo l i s :  Fo r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  2005 )  560 -61 ,  595 .  
8
 S a sa gu  Ara i ,  I e su  To  S ono  J i da i  [ Je su s  and  H i s  Age]  (Tokyo :  

Iwanami ,  1 974 )  191 .  
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d i s c i p l e  a l r e ad y  h a s  be en  r e s u r r e c t e d ,  i t  mu s t  ha ve  occu r r ed  b e fo r e  

J e s u s ’ r e su r r ec t i o n .  In  an y ev en t ,  t h e  r e su r r e c t i on  o f  t h i s  d i s c i p l e  

oc cu r r e d  a t  a  t ime  b e fo r e  t h e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  s un  when  t he  t h r e e  

women  came  t o  t he  t omb  (Mk .  16 : 2 ) .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  au t ho r  o f  

Ma t t h ew  ex t ended  b ac k  a t  t h e  momen t  o f  J e s u s ’ d ea t h .  I n  o rde r  t o  

exp l a in  t h e  r e s u r r ec t i on  o f  J e s u s  an d  d i s c i p l e s  i n  ch rono l o g i ca l  

o rd e r,  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Ma t t hew r e f e r r ed  t o  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

Sa i n t s  b as ed  on  t he  t h eo r y  t ha t  t h e  d ece as ed  s a i n t s  b egan  t o  

r e s u r r e c t  a t  t h e  momen t  o f  J e s u s ’ d e a t h  and  appea r ed  i n  pub l i c  a f t e r  

J e s u s  r e su r r e c t i on .  

     I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Ma t t h ew  doe s  no t  f ee l  t h e  ne ed  

t o  a l l u d e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  and  an nounce r  o f  J e su s ’ r e su r r e c t i on  

t o  t h e  de a t h  d i s c i p l e  i n  t he  emp t y  t omb  b ecau se  h e  h ad  a l r e ad y  

r e f e r r ed  t o  t he  r e su r r e c t i on  o f  t h e  Sa i n t s .  The  au t ho r  s imp l y  

omi t t ed  t h e  d i s c i p l e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  emp t y  t omb .  In s t e ad ,  

t h e  au t ho r  ga v e  t h e  r o l e  o f  announc i ng  J e su s ’ r e s u r r e c t i on  t o  an  

ange l  who  was  t h e  d epu t y  a gency  “o f  t he  Lo rd ”  and  who  r o l l ed  

awa y t h e  ex t r eme ly  l a rge  s t on e .  Mar can  t ex t  do es  no t  exp l i c i t l y  

exp l a in  who  r o l l s  away t h e  s t o n e  i n  d e t a i l .  I n  Ma rk ,  t h e  you th  i s  a  

cha r a c t e r  who  h a s  en t e r ed  i n t o  t h e  t omb  a f t e r  t h e  s t o ne  h ad  be en  

r o l l ed  away  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  w i t n es s  t o  t e s t i f y  t ha t  t h e  t omb  i s  emp t y.  

Fu r t h e rmo re ,  i n  Mk.  16 : 3 ,  t h e  women  sp eak  a s  f o l l ows :  “Who  w i l l  
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r o l l  away  t h e  s t o n e  f o r  u s  f rom t he  en t r an ce  o f  t h e  t omb? . ”   

Ne i t h e r  t h e  you t h  i n  t he  emp t y  t omb  no r  t h e  women  ro l l  awa y t h e  

s t one .  P robab l y  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Ma t t hew  b e l i ev ed  t h a t  e i t h e r  J e s u s  o r  

t h e  God  moved  t h e  s t one .  To  avo i d  an y  con f u s i on  f o r  t h e  r ead e r s ,  i t  

i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  au t ho r  r e j e c t e d  t he  op t i on  t h a t  J e s u s  op en ed  

t he  s t o ne .   

 

8 .  On  t he  R eda c t i ons  i n  Luke  

     L i ke  t he  a u t ho r  o f  Ma t t h ew,  t h e  au tho r  o f  Luke  unde r s t ood  

t he  connec t i o n  b e tween  a  f l i gh t  you t h  and  a  you th  o f  t h e  emp t y  

t omb  i n  Mark .  Con sequen t l y,  t h e  au t ho r  omi t t ed  t he  f l i gh t  o f  t h e  

yo u t h ,  and  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Luke  expanded  upon  t h e  Emmaus  s t o r y  

(Luke  24 :13 -35 ) .  

     The  c en t r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h i s  Emmaus  s t o r y  a re  two  t r ave l e r s ,  

p rop e r l y  s p e ak i n g  “ two  o f  t h em”  ( d u , o  e v x  a u v tw / n  ;  24 : 13 ) .  One  o f  t he  

two  t r ave l e r s  i s  c a l l ed  C l eopa s  ( 24 : 1 8 ) .  Th e  name  o f  t h e  o t he r  i s  

un known .  B ecaus e  t h e  p e r s on a l  p ro noun  “ t h em”  i nd i c a t e s  “ t h e  

e l ev en”  o r  “ a l l  t h e  r e s t ”  i n  v.  9 ,  t h e  unknown  p e r son  c an  b e  a  

r e f e r e nce  t o  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  Apo s t l e s ,  o r  t o  “ a l l  t h e  r e s t ”  o f  t h e  

Apos t l e s .  

     He r e ,  we  s hou l d  no t i ce  t h a t  t h e  t e rms ,  wh i ch  a r e  app l i ed  t o  

t he  two  announce r s  o f  J e su s ’ r e s u r r ec t i on ,  d i ff e r  b e tween  t he  emp t y  
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t omb  and  t he  Emmaus  s t o r y.  A l t h ough  t h e  ann oun ce r s  i n  Luke ’s  

emp t y  t omb  a r e  ex p r e s s ed  a s  “ two  men”  (a ; n dr e j  du , o  ;  24 : 4 ) ,  t he  

announc e r s  i n  t h e  Emmaus  s t o r y  a r e  “a  v i s ion  o f  an ge l s ”  ( o v p tas i , a  

a v g g e , lwn  ;  24 : 2 3 ) .  The  d i ff e r en ce  i s  v e r y  sma l l  bu t  v e r y  impor t an t ,  

f o r  i t  i s  t h e  k e y t o  exp l a i n i n g t h e  i nc r e as e  i n  t he  numbe r  o f  t h e  

announc e r s  i n  t h e  emp t y  t omb  ex c l ud i ng  a  Ma rk ’s  a c coun t .  

     In  t r ad i t i o na l  i n t e rp r e t a t i o n ,  “a  v i s i on  o f  an ge l s ”  i n  v.  23  i s  

t hough t  t o  b e  t he  r e a s on  t ha t  t h e  “ two  men”  i n  v.  4  means  ange l s .  

Howev er,  i n  Luke ’s  con t ex t ,  t h e  s t a t emen t  o f  “a  v i s io n  o f  ange l s ”  i s  

a t t r i b u t ed  t o  t he  women ’s  a c knowl edgmen t .  I t  i s  obv i ous  t h a t  t h e  

au t ho r  o f  Luke  r e c ogn i z ed  t he  announ ce r s  o f  J e s u s ’ r e su r r e c t i on  a s  

human  be i n gs ,  b e caus e  t h e  au t ho r  h imse l f  p r ev i ou s l y  w r i t e s  “ two  

men”  i n  v.  4 .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  two  announc e r s  h av e  t h e  

l oo k  o f  an ge l  f r om t he  v i ewpo in t  o f  t h e  women  a s  human  be i n gs .  

     I t  i s  v e r y  unde r s t andab l e  t h a t  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Luke  wan t s  t h e  

r e ad e r s  t o  i d en t i f y  two  t r av e l e r s  t o  Emmaus  a s  t he  two  announc e r s  

hav i n g  t he  l o ok  o f  ange l s .  I n  Luke ’s  a c coun t  o f  t h e  con t r ov e r s y  

w i t h  t h e  Sadducees ,  “ t ho se  who  a r e  c on s i de r ed  wor t h y  t o  a t t a i n  t o  

t ha t  a ge  and  t h e  r e su r r ec t i on  f r om t he  dead”  a r e  de f i n ed  a s  “ l i ke  

an ge l s ” .  Mo reov e r  “n e i th e r  ca n  t h e y  d i e  an ymo r e”  ( 20 : 35 -36 ) .  In  

f a c t ,  t h e  au t h o r  an t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  two  men  t r av e l i n g  t o  Emmaus  

be l i eve  t ha t  t h e  two  f i gu r e s ,  wh i c h  ap pea r ed  t o  t he  women ,  h ad  t h e  
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l oo k  o f  Ange l s .  The  two  o f  C l eop as  and  ano t he r  who  w i l l  b e  

r e s u r r e c t ed  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t r an smi t  t h e  mess age  o f  J e s u s ’ 

r e s u r r e c t i o n  t o  t h emse lv es  i n  t he  p r e s en t  d a y  t h rough  t h e  women .  

     The  au t ho r  o f  Luke  u sed  t h e  wa y t o  exp r e s s i ng  me thod  t h a t  

s omebody i n  t he  f u t u r e  t r a n smi t s  s ome  mess age  t o  h imse l f  i n  t h e  

p r e sen t  da y  t h rough  t h e  o t h e r  p e r son .  In  Ac t s  Chap .  1 6 ,  a  c e r t a i n  

man  o f  Macedon i a  appea r s  t o  Pau l  i n  an  o [ r ama  ( v i s i on )  (Ac t s  16 :9 ) ,  

a nd  h e  r eque s t s  P au l  t o  come  ove r  t o  Macedon i a  and  he l p  t h e  

Macedon i ans .  Immed i a t e l y,  Pa u l  go e s  t o  Ph i l i p p i  o f  Mac edon i a  

( 16 : 10 -12 ) .  And  t hen  h e  b ap t i ze s  Lyd i a  and  h e r  hou s eho l d  

( 16 : 14 -15 ) .  In  a dd i t i on ,  P au l  b ap t i ze s  a  j a i l e r  and  h i s  hou se ho l d  

( 16 : 32 -33 ) .  I t  f o l l ows  t h a t  t h e  pe r s on  who  app ea r ed  t o  Pau l  i n  t h e  

v i s i on  r eque s t i n g  t ha t  h e  comes  ov e r  t o  Macedon i a  i s  o ne  o f  

conve yi n g  a  mes s age  o f  t h es e  Macedon i ans .  I t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  

t h e  s ame  me thod  h as  u s ed  i n  t h e  c as e  o f  t h e  two  announ ce r s  i n  t h e  

emp t y  t omb  and  t h e  two  t r av e l e r s  t o  Emmaus .  

     Tha t  me ans  t h a t  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Luke  cou l d  und e r s t and  t h e  

conne c t i on  b e tween  t he  f l e e i n g  you t h  and  t he  yo u t h  o f  t h e  emp t y  

t omb  i n  Ma rk .  Tha t  en ab l ed  h im  t o  om i t  t h e  f l ee i n g  you t h ,  t h e  s ame  

concep t  on  s p i r i t u a l  a s s oc i a t i o n  ha v i ng  b een  u s ed  i n  t h e  Emmaus  

s t o r y.  By  i d en t i f y i ng  t h e  two  t r av e l e r s  t o  Emmaus  w i t h  t h e  two  

announc e r s ,  t h e  au t ho r  o f  Luke  wan t s  t h e  r e ad e r s  t o  r e a l i z e  wha t  
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k i n d  i s  t h e  na t u r e  o f  r e s u r r e c t i on .  

 

 


