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“Well, they swim into a hole where there’s a lot of bananas. They’re very ordinary-looking fish when
they swim . But once they get in, they behave like pigs. ...Naturally, after that they’re so fat they can’t
get out of the hole again. Can’t fit through the door.”
++«“What happens to them/?"

--“Well, I hate to tell you, Sybil. They die.”
“Why ?” asked Sybil.
“Well, they get banana fever. It's a terrible disease.”
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Lod, »HFROFG/FHHIE, £y 7ARTERT2EBWHEL 6 (six) & v ) FF & BET
FTonTsNS, 2 )ZNDFENMEHFE2ERL TS, #-T, NFF2F0 a0 —
ETE, 2 IZVDFEDMEREZHFATYWIZ LR L2 N T b, a2 )Lk
ERIHLTHARLZY, Z0MEELEEL L) ELTHRLZEW) ZERHNFL, HER
2, ¥—%E7TI3 “They (bananafish) lead a very tragic life.”® &, ~F A2 ERHFELR
ZLTw3DT, YTV— VAYERPEHI L)%, Bt THrL I WELRRMETHE S &
FTRRHOEBRTHNBLZIETILEN, LA, T 2HUHRTH IS, BREE WS R
DEFEIZHZ BT FOHWECIZS EfFIT 5N, HWiE2kCREBNICERZA L L TOBRE
FROTLFEIZEREBEZNL, NTTRICERED 26T/ FFEER, P— BT HREEISE
ARREENEHENM A E, Ta)znicd-o TREINIHEZH > TEED L DDFENL
HED, RERL P SELEBEIE -2 b EZDDHRBEE L D,

D&z, NP FBORESLFEIND I 2 ) ZAOMMiER, FREOBHEI LT & T
JET 2, LZHDFENFEH L WHAFIERDERAEIENY LIFTLZIDT, N FFHROFKRE
BIEDEENRE EHHEUOLT, T4 VT L 74— FKH “When the important
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Over on third base, Mary Hudson waved to me. I waved back. I couldn’t have stopped myself, even if
I'd wanted to. Her stickwork aside, she happened to be a girl who knew how to wave to somebody from
third base.?
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Strangers fainted dead away at the sight of the Laughing Man’s horrible face.1

BREZNMBBEDONT AT TRTH S 2BRCIE, D—THMEZIILY S % &) ER
DO, BHRNBIrEFBATHLTNL ) WBRTEIEHRIZREL Tniedt, EWBoE
EEBONETIEEED &) HEER L5 TH, BHEZT2EATIEE okt S
REN, FNLTIZEL 2 ENDBERIIFUENT ST 5,
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I tossed my first-baseman’s mitt up in the air and tried to have it land on my head, but it fell in a mud
puddle. ..Istared at her, then walked off..., taking a tangerine out of my pocket and tossing it up in the
air. About midway along the third-base foul line, I turned around and started to walk backwards, looking
at Mary Hudson and holding on to my tangerine. ...I couldn’t have been more certain that Mary Hudson
had permanently dropped out of the Comanche lineup. It was the kind of whole certainty, however
independent of the sum of its facts, that can make walking backwards more than normally hazardous,

and I bumped smack into a baby carriage.l*
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I think it is very tasteless of Professor Walton to criticize my parents. He wants people to be a certain

way.20
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Zn&HE, TT4PBTONEDBEHZIIRRTANL I L L T2 —F, HEZRNBAL
B 2ECIEBLTYE L ICRAS, 774 ORXBUE, 774 % “inhuman” TH 53 &EZ T\
3, ZOEHETT 4 I1ZHSH “emotional” TixZevh b LEAL TWw5



THoNYiEEs RN ZADRRUANREEZT

“My mother and father don’t think a person’s human unless he thinks a lot of things are very sad or very
annoying or very—very unjust, sort of. ..He thinks 'm inhuman.”?!
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Though many of Salinger’s characters are concerned with mysticism, Teddy is the only real mystic, and
his particular answer is not the answer for any other characters and does not provide an answer to
Salinger’s search.?
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On Three Miraculous Characters
in
Nine Stories

Reiko Nitta

There are three characters in J. D. Salinger’s Nine Stories more marvelous than any of the
premature or even more sophisticated characters in his other works. They are Seymour
Glass in “A Perfect Day for Bananafish,” the Laughing Man, the hero of John Gedsudski’s
story in “The Laughing Man,” and Teddy in the short story of that name. Their distinction
is marked by a talent to see more than other human beings are allowed and by their choice
of death. This thesis discusses the connection between their miraculous talent and their
death, taking into consideration their relationship to society and to the people around them.

In “A Perfect Day for Bananafish,” Seymour’s wife and mother-in-law are depicted in a
critical and harsh tone, while Seymour himself reserves his critical comments against them.
His story of bananafish, which gives the story its title, shows that Seymour is abnormal and
that he is to blame for his own death. The inconsistency between the characterization and
the thematic meaning of bananafish, however, is not observed in “The Laughing Man.” The
narrator of the story can see things both from the ideal side, represented by the Laughing
Man, and from the realistic one, represented by Mary Hudson. The narrator can sympathize
with the both sides and realizes the conflict between them by perceiving John Gedsudski’s
inability to stay as the Comanche’s leader. “Teddy” tries to solve the conflict faced by the
narrator of “The Laughing Man” from the transcendental view, Teddy ignores, however, all
human feelings, which we cannot neglect. What is worse, we can never completely believe,
like Teddy, in the world beyond death. And, if we could, it is in this present world that we
are living and need solutions. In the end, “Teddy” only indicates the direction in which to
seek for a solution.

As Salinger observes, these three miraculous characters cannot keep up with the society,
and so he lets them die to show that even our full commitment to them will not solve the
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problems of this world. Still, by making Seymour’s and the Laughing Man’s deaths sad,
Salinger also intimates that we cannot live a full life without following their life styles. These
conflicting attitudes coexist more and more explicitly in Salinger’s later works, along with
his aversion to American middle class materialism and his admiration to their energy to
survive. As a result, what Salinger offers to his readers is a most difficult and sad way of life,
much like the narrator of “The Laughing Man.” But it is at least an honest and sincere way
of living, and many of his young readers seem to sympathize more with this awkward way
of living rather than some other clever or bold way, which is after all only a superficial and

compromising solution to their predicaments.
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