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[Abstract]

Suggestions concerning the Study of
English Language Education in Japan

—From the viewpoint of the domain and method of research—

Hiroshima University Graduate School of Education

Nobukazu MATSUURA

The study of English Language Education (ELE) began in the 1960s. It was established on
the basis of EFL or ESL study in the US and European countries. That’s why a lot of papers
were published even in the early stage, but it caused some problems at the same time. One of
them was that few of them contributed to the improvement of ELE in Japan. In this paper I
analyse the present situation of ELE study in Japan, especially from the viewpoint of the domain
and method of research, clarify some of the problems and propose my suggestions for the future.
They are as follows.

We should pay more attentions to ELE in Japan and our study should be to reveal the
reality of the situation. In addition to that, the coverage of research should be broadened, eg.
research on the optimal class size or frequency of English classes. Through such research we
should change the paradigm of ELE in schools.

As for the research method, it should have a more rigorous scientific basis. And large

scale research projects are needed.



