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[Abstract]
A Development of Materials for Teaching 20th Century World History

—— Teaching “Racial Discrimination in 20th Century America” —

Izumi TANAKA

The traditional image of 20th century America in Japanese high school world history
classes has been purely that of “a leader”. I would provide a more realistic and accurate
picture by developing new teaching materials which explain to the students the social movement
of 20th century America. I adopt multiculturalism as a viewpoint for developing these
materials, which address the issue of racial discrimination against black people. A summary of
the materials’ content would be: Contemporary racial discrimination against black people was
caused by the legal segregation that occurred in the first half of the 20th century; the
ineffectiveness of the Civil Rights Act; and a widening of the gap between the races, brought

about by black-nationalism movement.



