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[Abstract]

A Consideration on the Constitutional Concepts of the

Theory of Home Economics Education of Marjorie M. Brown

Miwako Hayashi

This paper aims at clarifying the theory of home economics education of Marjorie M. Brown.
Her contribution in home economics education is highly appreciated in the United States. In her
theory, she described the educational perspective which is composed of the conceptions of the
learner, knowledge and society and conceptions regarding the family. Moreover, she stated the
conceptual scheme which decide the goal and content of home economics education. According to
Brown, since the family is regarded as an active agent involved in the self-formation of the
individuals and the formation of the society, then the concept of the systems of action in the
family can'be considered of major importance to home economics education. The goal of home

economics education is helping the development of individuals as family members to become self-



directing in their thinking and acting toward well-being of the individuals within home and the
family. Being grounded on the theory of Brown, the content of home economics education is
organized around practical problems used as a vehicle from the viewpoint of perennial concerns to
the family. By learning ways of solving practical problems, the learners will inquire into the
processes which include conceptualization of the systems of action in the family, critical thinking
and ethical decision-making based on reasoning that could provide them with a basis for the

rational thought and reasoned action.



