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In the midway of this our mortal life,
I found me in a gloomy wood, astray

Gone from the path direct: and e'en to tell

It were no easy task, how savage wild

That forest, how robust and rough its growth,

Which to remember only, my dismay

Renews, in bitterness not far from death.
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Accurst be thou!
Inveterate wolfl whose gorge ingluts more prey,
Than every beast beside, yet is not fill'd!

So bottomless thy maw!
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While to the lower space with backward step

I fell, my ken discern'd the form of one,

Whose voice seem'd faint through long disuse of speech.
When him in that great desert I espied,

"Have mercy on me!" cried I out aloud,

"Spirit! or living man! what e'er thou be!"

He answer'd: "Now not man, man once I was-
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