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The effects of script type and script frequency on connotative meanings of Japanese words

Hitoshi Hirose

This study investigated the effects of script type and script frequency on connective meanings of

Japanese words. In a previous study (Sugishima & Kashu, 1992), using semantic differential method,

it was suggested that the words that were same concept but different script type had different

connotative meanings. And the effects of script type and script frequency were pointed out. This

study examined each of these effects on connotative meanings and its interaction in detail. In this

study, semantic distances of each condition from concepts presented by voice were discussed. The

results indicated that connotative meanings of kana script or high frequency script were more similar

to connotative meanings of voice. As for interaction, it was suggested that script type factor and

script frequency factor had same amount of effect on connotative meanings.

Key words : connotative meaning, script type, script frequency, kanji, kana, semantic differential

method.
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5.0
4.1
4.2
3.8

3

3.4
4.6
4.3
3.7
4.5
3.5
5.3
3.5.
3.7
3.5

NEEBDLIL-—EFHELDEL
(6)7zvx—Rh 5

ILFrk—>52%30n

3.3
5.6
4.8
3.1
4.7
3.5
3.6
4.0
3.9
3.4

4

2.9
4.2
4.0
3.1
4.0
2.9
2.6
3.2
3.0
2.9

2.9
2.9
2.8
5.8
2.2
3.9
2.6
4.1
3.3
4.2

5

3.2
3.0
3.2
5.6
2.5
4.0
1.9
4.5
3.3
3.7

(DETzv—&R
12Fwv—Xi

DD DN W DN N = DN DN e
S B DO D W W L

6

4.4
3.7
3.4
2.7
3.2
3.0
6.3
5.0
3.3
3.3

QIRE»—En
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5.1
4.8
5.1
2.0
6.0
4.7
5.1
4.2
4.6
4.3

7

4.9
4.8
5.0
2.1
5.7
4.2
5.8
3.7
4.4
4.4

3.7
3.9
4.4
6.2
2.0
4.3
3.7
4.3
2.5
4.9

3.6
3.6
3.8
5.9
2.0
4.1
2.6
4.1
2.4
4.1

(3L >—BEW
BN —-BHH
A>T —Eo7

4.6
3.9
4.6
4.2
4.0
4.3
3.8
4.2
4.1
4.5

4.4
3.7
4.2
3.9
3.9
4.1
3.4
3.9
4.0
4.1

(R —REHE e GFsRk—&50k
0SS —FrEol:
(VB — T EE %S

10

4.4
5.4
5.0
4.1
5.0
4.4
5.1
4.9
4.9
5.1

10

4.2
5.1
4.7
3.7
4.6
3.7
5.2
4.0
4.5
4.8

G)BFL—=IFPV
WrzDbL—T bk

11

3.2
2.2
3.9
4.4
3.0
3.8
2.8
3.4
3.1
3.5

11

3.3
2.8
3.8
4.7
3.2
3.9
2.3
3.8
3.3
3.4

12

5.2
5.6
5.0
2.3
5.5
4.2
5.2
4.4
5.0
4.5

12

4.7
5.3
4.7
2.4
5.3
4.0
5.8
3.8
4.7
4.7

—
w

[ U O N I O SO SO OO XY
© O DN N W D

13

3.4
3.8
4.4
3.7
4.9
3.0
5.9
4.9
3.7
3.1

14

3.4
2.3
2.5
4.0
3.1
3.5
2.9
3.5
3.4
2.9

14

3.8
3.3
3.2
4.2
3.6
4.0
3.1
4.7
3.9
3.4

15

3.1
2.4
2.3
3.9
2.9
3.7
2.8
3.6
3.4
2.7

15

3.5
3.0
2.9
4.4
3.2
4.1
2.7
4.7
3.8
3.2





