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An investigation of the recognition for jukugo:

Memory of kanji with many meanings

Hitoshi Hirose

This study aimed to examine memory of kanji with many meanings in connection with the recogni-

tion of jukugo (two-kanji-compound words). In his previous study, Hirose (1992b) suggested that the lex-

- icon of jukugo was formed in such a structure that several jukugos containing a common first kanji were

tied together, based on the first kanji. The present study investigated the structure of jukugo containing

the first kanji with many meanings. The experiment was carried out using priming paradigms, the same

method as used in the previous study wherein the subjects were asked to give lexical decisions. The re-

sults showed that the identification of jukugos were facilitated only when they had the same first kanji

with the same meaning as the first kanji of prime stimuli (jukugo). In case of the same first kanji with

meaning different from prime stimuli, the facilitation was not observed. It was suggested that in case that

the first kanji of jukugo had many meanings, several groups of jukugos were formed with the same

meaning each.

Key words : memory, word recognition, jukugo, kanji, priming effect, lexical decision -
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