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A Study of Shadowing for Advanced Language Learners
— Learners’ noticing and instructors’ support—

Eriko Takahashi, Noriko Fukuda, Masumi Iwashita and Kumiko Sakoda

Abstract: There are advanced learners who have acquired grammatical accuracy and
native speaker level proficiency, but still have problems with pronunciation. This study
reports the changes in pronunciation and noticing in their learning that the shadowing
training brought to advanced level learners. Three advanced level learners, who each
had an instructor who was a native speaker of Japanese, participated in a year long
shadowing training. The learners were required to do 10 to 15 minutes of shadowing
practice everyday and report on their noticing and difficulties by keeping journals. Each
instructor met each student once a week to check their progress. Several pre and post
tests were conducted, and the number of mispronunciations (phone, rhythm, accent, and
missing sound) at the time of shadowing performance were measured, together with a
qualitative analysis of learners’ journals. As a result, the tendencies of (1) decreasing
mispronunciation, (2) increasing subtleness of description and noticing, (3) expansion of
objects for description (from segmental to suprasegmental), and (4) improvement of self
correction ability, were observed.

Key words: advanced Japanese language learners, shadowing, pronunciation, noticing,
support
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