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Second Language Proficiency and Pausing
— Syllable duration and pausing in the oral reading of Japanese learners —

Inwon Ju

Abstract: In this study, we researched and reviewed how Japanese learners’ language
level is difference about comprehension of sentences. Specifically, we aimed at answering
the following: (1) Enforced to Japanese learner’s oral reading task, we reviewed how
difference between language level from sentences pause’s site and unit. (2) We reviewed
if there is possible way that they can be equals or not between acquire process of sentences
understanding as a second language or native language. As a result, question of (1), if
leaner having a lower level, they put pause frequently and which is sentence’s unit is short,
for example, they can only understand ‘word’ and ‘phrase’. Then Japanese leaner are easily
put pause inapposite place but as a level goes up, the problem is getting lower. Also, as
lower level learner, they completed a read aloud task but they didn't understand the
sentences. Question of (2), as a lower level leaner, they put pause almost same as Japanese
children. However, we also found several different about understanding of sentences.

Key words: pausing, oral reading, Japanese proficiency, Japanese Learners, Japanese
children
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