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Suggestions from Differences in Awareness of Elementary and Junior High School
Teachers of What Foreign Language Activities, and Cooperation between
Elementary and Junior High School Mean
— Through the qualitative research —

Yota Shinato

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to present some case studies of Foreign Language
Activities and Cooperation between Elementary and Junior High Schools in English language
education in Japan, and to make inferences of some of the conditions and issues in Foreign
Language Activities as a compulsory element in elementary schools in 2011. Interviews
were conducted with 20 elementary and 12 junior high school teachers in Ishikawa Prefec-
ture, where English language education is introduced in elementary schools earlier, and
from these interviews the data of two elementary school teachers and two junior high
school teachers were selected and the results analyzed. Three things became clear. First,
the “English Notebook” was the main material used in their Foreign Language Activities
classes and was an important factor in making annual plan, lesson plans and other teaching
materials. Second, junior high school teachers felt Foreign Language Activities had a neg-
ative effect on some of their students as these students had come to dislike English or had
come to dislike writing in English. Third, the study showed that there were differences
in their understanding of the meaning of Cooperation between Elementary and Junior High
Schools.

Key words: Foreign Language Activities, Cooperation between Elementary and Junior High

Schools, Awareness of teachers
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