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Theory and Practice of Teaching Writing Poetry at Contemporary UK
— Focus on Sandy Brownjohn's 70 Rhyme or Not To Rhyme? (1994) —

Yuka Nakai

Abstract: This article examined the work of Sandy Brownjohn, a great writer on the field
of teaching writing poetry in UK. To Rhyme or Not To Rhyme? (1994), Brownjohn's main
work, were considered and her theoretical backgrounds about teaching writing poetry
were investigated in this article. In Section 1 of T'o Rhyme or Not To Rhyme?, she mainly
took up such many practices that focus on word playing. Any significance of having
children to express their experience and giving them any surprises and inspirations on
language were emphasized in her writings. So her practical suggestions on teaching
writing could give any departing points for developing children’s sense of language in their
ordinary life to us. I argued that Brownjohn's ideas for teaching writing poetry would be
a secure foundation for leading teaching practices to making children rediscover any
functions of language and invisible dimensions in their everyday life. Finally, the position
and significance of Brownjohn's works were considered with relating her works to any

contemporary discussions about teaching writing poetry in UK.
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My metal coat is hard,
My body substance a white smooth cream,
My head you must screw on tight.
Morn and noon and night,
Each day I' m losing weight.
They rob me for their bristles
To fulfill my pasted fate.
Jason Turner (Toothpaste)
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