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An Innovative Direction of the Research on Class Teaching:
Action Research by Reflective Practitioner and Utilization of Visuals

Satoshi Higuchi

Abstract: This paper’s purpose is to explore a new direction of the research on class
teaching in order to clarify the theoretical basis of advanced teacher education with database.
In our study, teacher is regarded as reflective practitioner. A teacher as reflective
practitioner reflects his/her own practices of teaching and makes efforts to improve them.
A teacher actually works on observation, recording, analysis, interpretation, reporting,
discussing in the case study of teaching practices, and then acquires and shares the sense-
making ability through narratives of the practices. We attempted to understand such
teacher’s reflection and efforts comprehensively, and suggest reformed perspectives for
teacher training. The following points were suggested: 1) the importance of case study, 2)
the tacit knowing of a teacher as reflective practitioner, 3) the improvement of teaching
practices and the development of a teacher himself/herself as action research, and 4) the

construction and utilization of database of practices as visual humanities.
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