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Abstract

While in Muhlhausen, J.S.Bach was the 6rganist at St. Brasius Church. In his time, the musicians
were closely integrated into social structure and circumstances. Bach is not exception.

In those days, Miihlhausen was a mediumrimperial free city under the control of the emperor. But,
the city council and lord mayor held real power which was assured by emperor, and also they were
given special rights by emperor, for example the unique tax system and administration of justice. And
the fact that city scale was medium made Miihlhausen exclusive and conservative like other general
german medium or smaller city.

In my paper, I will show that Bach's musical activity and his works reflect these social nature of
Miihlhausen with his resignation handed to the city council in 1708 and with two cantata works surly
composed at Miihlhausen times, cantata Aus der Tiefen rufe ich Herr BWV131 and Gott ist mein Kénig
BWV71. In the resignation, Bach described some vexations and hindarnces attributed to
Miihlahausen's social nature. BWV131 can be performed by five performers. This attribute to that the
number of performer was limited to five per one church by city council who held real power over
musical policy and was indifference to music. And the words of BWV71 was mostly constructed of
Bible according to a plan to praise Holy Roman Emperor “Joseph” (actually, the words of the cantata
include this name) and to appeal city's calm, which was kept by exclusive and conservative nature of
Miihlhausen's society and by the emperor. Bach composed music of this cantata according to the plan
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Gott ist mein Kénig von alters her,

der alle Hiilfe tut, so auf Erden geshicht
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481 Arioso- Lente

A

Tag und Nacht ist dein,

B

Du machest, das beide, Sohn und Gestirn,
ihren gewissen Lauf haben,

Du setzest einem jeglichem Laude

seine Grenze.

5 Air vivace

Druch michtige Kraft
Erhalst, du unsere Grenzen,
Hier mus der Friede Glanzen,
Wenn Mort und Krieges Srum
Sich allerort erhebt,

Wenn Kron und Zepter bebt
Hast du das Heil geschafit
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6t  Affetuoso e larghetto

Du wollest dem Feinde nicht geben Hlr-DHBOR%
die Seele deiner Turteltauben. BOFICEILNTLHEEN
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F 7 Arioso
AT Sy
Das neue Regiment FLLK
Auf jeglichen Wegen H6W5HHD LI
bekréne mit Segen! BHErsvsEhEdT L5z
Friede Ruh und Wohlergehen TR =% L BRH
Miisse stets zur seiten stehen Wiz
Dem neuen Regiment. FLWHROMZH ET L5
BB
Glick, Heil und GroBer Sieg FHEFNERWE BRI
MuB taglich von neuen Bx ¥z
Dich Joseph, erfreuen, IE7EM, SbhlzELE
DaB an allen Ort und Landen HowirekZs, HoWBHHIC
Ganz bestindig sei vorhanden WO RBRIZILHVETIORE
Gliick, Heil und groSer Sieg! FHEBRDEROI DB !
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