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W Hi Mike!
M Hi Ava. Sorry, I a bit late. I€ot lost at the station .. I didn't know which train to take.
Wt That's OK. Glad you made it here So where would you like to go?

M Um, T want to go to Peace Park, and see the atomic bomb dome. And. 1 want to do some shopping. ¢
: {ls the city center far from Peace Park? b

I No. it's very near Peace Park. OK, jet's g&t on the tram and €o 1o Peace Park.
{sound of the tram)
M: It's my first time to eet on a tram. We have trains back home, but we don't have these ..

W You can see the center of Hiroshima Gity on the way to Peace Park. Oh, we're eettirg off at this
station.

M So, is that the atomic bamb dome?

‘W Yes. | think it's the symbol of Hiroshima, I didi't think about its meaning very much when [ was

small, but when | think about its meaning now. Twant a lot of people to see this. So Im very ¢lad
ire here.

1 Tharks [ can see there are a kot of tourists here too,
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ABSTRACT

Developing and Delivering “Hiroshima University’s English Podcast”

Kazumichi ENOKIDA
Institute for Foreign Language Research and Education
Hiroshima University

In this paper, the process of developing and delivering an original English learning
podcast, “Hiroshima University’s English Podcast,” is explained, especially focusing on technical
details. First, the advantages of podcasts compared with other ways of delivering media are
discussed. Not only can teachers let their students learn with podcasts in and outside the
classroom without having to copy them into package media, but they can use a variety of
podcasting materials for free and without worrying about copyright and license infringement.
In addition, the potentials of RSS feeds as “pacemakers” for self-learners should be strongly
considered. In short, podcasting can be used in university language education as a supplement
to its limited class hours without costs and efforts. The survey conducted in Enokida (2008)
showed, however, that despite its high potential as a learning tool, very few students as well
as teachers use podcasting for self-learning or course materials.

Considering the status quo mentioned above, I have set the following four goals for our
podcasting project: to develop original materials which fit the students’ needs and abilities, to
deliver them on line so that they can be available in wired and mobile situations, to encourage
students to learn with podcasts, and to try using them in classrooms to see if podcasting helps
students improve their English abilities and learning habits. Since this paper concentrates on
the first two goals, detailed information is given on how a podcasting program was planned,
recorded, edited, and put onto the web server. Materials recorded in an analogue studio were
digitized with a digital recorder. GarageBand, produced by Apple for MacOSX, and cross-
platform Audacity were useful in editing digital audio files, enhancing the speech volumes and
adding background music, jingles, and sound effects. Nucleus, a freeware CMS program, was
used to provide podcasting services; it made it easy to generate not only beautiful web pages
but also an RSS feed for iTunes. The podcasts are now open to the public and can be found
at iTunes Store. The paper concludes that the first two goals are being achieved, and finds
that podcasting materials can be created at low costs thanks to the freeware programs.





