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How husbands and wives share things to do
—— Stereotypes and practices on domestic affairs —

Masaru KUrROKAWA and Kiriko SAKATA

Abstract

This study revealed the prevailing stereotypes concerning the domestic affairs and also ex-
amined their relationships with actual practices. In the first survey, 381 unmarried college stu-
dents classified 41 house duties to be taken care of by either husband or wife. As to the
stereotypic assignment based on their own “social standards”. 19 duties were classified as
wives jobs, including “balancing the house budget books” and “deciding things to have at
dinner”. Nine duties were classified as husbands’ jobs including “representing the family at
ceremony” and “fixing broken electronic equipments”. Male students indicated that they would
like to share more domestic duties than socially expected when they got married, while female
students indicated that they intended to abandon the distinction between husbands’ jc;b and
wives’ job when they got married.

In the second survey, 259 married men and women, ranging from at their 20s to 50s, answered
to the identical questionnaire used in the first study. Married couple tended to regard more
duties as wives’ jobs than college students, and wives actually took care of more duties than
those expected by college students when they get married. In those couples whose wives were
employed and/or those got married over 31 years, husbands tended to,share more domestic

duties.
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QERERTF LA YA TRADTH I FEOBE LA, FEAIOWT (EE-27L
F &4 7RM) DERHEH LA (Table 3)o ERMIILEDOFIMPERERT VLI Y 4 TRA
DTFNNKEL, LPLFDIEREALREENTIATH o720 DT LA LITEDERE
HBOEHB Th o720 RO TH S THOEE,) "RO/PMEVHES TTLEDF » V2V
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DWTHEEDERBOFFEMTERL, —XREOTHST 2T R o720 HOEHEL A
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DEFEmESNYEL L, —ROBREERE, e, SRESE, THOHE, LoRITRKE
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Table 6. FENFERRF EEROTEIOTFIME (BEHH)

A H KOETE FEOEITE
ic 3 EB 7TV} EH EB 7MY} xH
=+ HE =~ HE
( N ) (8 ) (51) (104) (94) (52) (93)
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BERENTS (—3) »OFENTSE (+3) TTOHOTER,
WTFRDIFBIZoWTH A THOEHE (p<.05) H b,
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ZA MHEHOEMERKEL REoTWD, MAT, KUHOHFERL ) HEAMEELE
BOThERELBAL TV D, KHROEBFHEAMKLOo2H 51242 0b oY, REHE
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