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Developmental Alteration of Human Relations Awareness in Children’s Moral Judgments
- Via Analysis of Worksheets in Morality Lessons -

Yumiko SUZUKI, Mutsumi EDAMA, Erika TOCHIGI, Kyouko NAKAO,
Yoshiaki MATSUDA, Tomoe MIYASATO, Atsuko MORIKAWA

The aim of this paper is to make clear the developmental alteration of human relations awareness
in children’s moral judgments. We created scenarios which included a dilemma about personal relations
and social relations. Using these scenarios we conducted morality lessons at three levels: 7-8 years old
(first level), 9-10 years old (second level) and 11-12 years old (third level). We then compared the
differences in the rationales which the children used to solve the dilemma. The results were as follows.
1) Awareness of human relations broadened from self-centered to others and social relations
(responsibility) in step with the development of social awareness from the first level to the third level. -
2) Children in the first and second levels decided their solutions according to broader viewpoints,
whereas children in the third level decided their solutions according to narrow and intimate personal
relations. 3) The reason why this reversal arose was that children in the third level thought it was better

" to value narrow and intimate personal relations than social and not so intimate relations. This suggests
that Japanese people’s moral judgments depend on personal and intimate relations. '
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