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Relationship between mothers with low weight birth baby
and Domestic Violence.
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Objectives This study sought to determine the relationship between postpartum mothers who experienced Do-
mestic Violence before or during pregnancy, with the birth of low weight birth babies.

Methods Self report questionnaires on domestic violence were distributed to 1,686 women who attended routine
medical examinations organized by Local Dept. of Health and Welfare between July 2006 and October 2006.
The women were asked about their backgrounds and frequency, if any, of domestic violence in the question-
naires. Responses were divided into two groups: women who gave birth to low weight birth babies and those
who gave birth to normal weight babies. Chi-tests and multiple logistic regression analysis were used to re-
view the relationship between mothers who gave birth to low weight birth babies and domestic violence.

Results There were 1,385 responses (return rate=82.1%), 1,186 (70.3%) were analyzed. 88 (7.4%) of mothers
gave birth to low weight birth babies. 200 mothers (16.9%) experienced physical or nonphysical abuse by
their intimate partner during or before pregnancy. The lower the weight of the low weight birth babies, the
higher the ratio of violence experienced by the mother. Significantly large number of mothers with low
weight birth babies experienced the following; had friends and acquaintances and also their personal tele-
phone history scrutinized by partners; before pregnancy, (p=0.033) (aOR=2.23, 95%CI: 1.01-4.87), during
pregnancy, (p=0.034) (aOR=2.58, 95%CI:1.06-6.28), and/or had experienced sexual abuse during pregnan-
cy, (p=0.016) (aOR=2.84, 95%CI: 1.07-7.53).

Conclusion: These results suggest that experiences such as “had friends, acquaintances and telephone history
scrutinized by partners before pregnancy (aOR=2.2) and during pregnancy (aOR=2.6)" and “forced sexual
intercourse during the pregnancy” (aOR=2.8), were identified as having an effect on the event of mothers
giving birth to low weight birth babies. It is suggested that medical workers such as midwives, who have
more opportunity to meet mothers who delivered low weight birth babies, observe the mothers. These obser-

vations may reveal situations involving DV, and possibly prevent the continuation of the situation.
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