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This review aimed to clarify the concept of ‘CHIRYOKYOHTI’, withdrawing treatment in neonatal intensive
care unite in Japan, to facilitate discussion between parents and medical staff. This concept analysis is based on a
literature review using Rodgers' evolutionary method. It was found that attributes were “disagreement between
parents and medical staff”, including disagreements on the validity of infant distress and conflict of beliefs about
the definition of ‘well-being’, and “medical paternalism”. Antecedents were “characteristics of infant disease con-
dition”, “parénts’ psychosocial situation and features of reaction” and “features of the decision making process”.
Consequences were “decision maker or decision institution” and “change in relationship as an outcome of deci-
sion” for patient-medical staff and parent-child relationships. Related concepts were “informed consent” and
“shared decision making”. A surrogate term for withholding and withdrawing of treatment was “choice of treat-
ment”.

CHIRYOKYOHI is a concept that should be used cautiously from the parent advocacy perspective. If medi-
cal staff consider parents’ viewpoints and recognized patients’ dilemmas during the decision making process, and
if medical care can be modified to respect parents’ responsibility for their children and their opinions in decision
making, CHIRYOKYOHI should be adopted as the ‘choice of treatment’. Based on the above analysis, we pro-
pose that neonatal nursing 1) attach importance to parents’ decision making process even in emergency situations,
2) analyze the own attitudes as a nurse , 3) advocate patients’ human rights and collaborate with other medical
staff in a constructive manner if there is a conflict, and 4) develop a system that carefully incorporates CHIRYO-
KYOHIL
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